State of Aregon

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

MEMORANDUM May 16, 1985

TO: Governor

FROM: Gerry Thompso

Attached will give you a sense of the Tsunami happening.

First thing the next morning I met with Lynn Hardy to remind him

I felt there should be a complete debriefing and evaluation of the
exercise. He had already done that with his own staff. By

early next week we should have that complete report. However,

I w&ﬁgd ask him to add to that report some of my own critique.

1. Logistics. After consulting with both Bob Oliver and Miles,

I made the decision that we should stay in the Governor's office

to avoid getting in the way of Emergency Management staff.
Furthermore, I made the hard decision we would not officially

open the emergency management operation center unless we actually
had a wave hit that caused damage and further action needed to be
taken. Hindsight tells me this was the wrong decision. Oliver and
I should have gone down at least to Lynn Hardy's office if not

into the center and transferred all of our telephone lines to that
location. Logistically it would have worked better and there would
have been greater control over your own staff members working the
situation, i.e., DM.

2. We collectively made a decision to open up the emergency
management office so that press could review the process underway.
We did this in the interest of public goodwill and understanding.
However, specific instructions were not given to remove the press
at some point. Consequently members of the media were looking over
the shoulders of emergency management staff. The danger of this
is hearing a staff member repeat a rumor, i.e., 100-foot wave,

and then taking this as gospel truth to be reported. Hereafter

I think press should have an opportunity to take pictures, a quick
review of the process underway and then be asked to remove them-
selves from the area with assurance of frequent reporting.

3. At one point I made an attempt to notify legislative leadership
of the situation and the activities underway. I was unable to
reach either the president or the speaker with my first call.

No further attempt was made. Hereafter I think there should be a
concerted effort to notify legislative leadership in the event

we experience extensive expenditures that would have to bhe taken

to the emergency board later.

Aside from the above, I believe the operation went extremely well and
after Denny's meeting at FEMA in Seattle, we are convinced emergency
management in Oregon is superior on all counts to that exercised in
Washington.



State of Gregon

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

MEMORANDUM May 9, 1986

To: Governor
From: Gerry Thompson

Re: Tsunami Alert, May 7, 1986

4:05 p.m. Received notification from Emergency Management of
an earthquake in Alaska.

4:20 Details received from Emergency Management. Earthquake

in Adak, 7.7 on the richter scale. Adak located 300-400 miles
6éfom Anchorage in the Aleutian chain. Earthquake occurred 100
miles SE of Adak. Tsunami predicted on coastal areas along
Alaska, Washington, Oregon and California. No predicted time of
arrival. Alaska urging evacuation of citizens from Adak to

Sand Point. Adak reports minor damage from the earthquake.

4:30 Join Denny Miles in Emergency Management office to review
teletypes. Also review teletypes coming into the press room.

4:45 Called a meeting of Emergency Management staff member

John Olson, Bob Oliver and Denny Miles. Lynn Hardy on road,
expected to arrive from out-of-state at 6:30. Alert Superintendent
Brandaw, Gary Lockwood of National Guard. Emergency Management
reported six staff available. Archie Mustard in Washington,
Yandell in Eastern Oregon, Kin in Seattle.

Reviewed possibility of evacation and at what levels for request;
evaluated particulars of tsunami; evaluated estimated times of
arrival regionally. Refreshed our memories of 1964 tsunami.

Asked state police to evaluate their manpower. Asked military

to evaluate availability of housing. Tried to evaluate definition
of lowlands; gave up. No one had true definition.

5:15 Brandaw reported everyone alerted. Lockwood reported the
following housing available: Camp Rilea, 1,000; Tillamook, 100;
Newport 100; Coos Bay, 100; North Bend (old missille site) 60.

All military personnel alerted to the possible use of armories.



6 p.m. Met with Emergency Management; asked that they alert all
local officials and provide us with list of those alerted.

6:08 Received word estimated time of arrival at Astoria would be 9:30 p.m.

6:10 Met with Bob Oliver, emergency management. Evaluated situation.
Received word Washington had ordered evacuation of two counties along
the coast.

¢€:17 Bob Oliver, Gerry Thompson, emergency management, made decision
to err on the cautious side and recommend evacuation of lowlands along
the coast. Advised O0SP and Military of precautionary evacuation.
Advised emergency management to notify all local authorities of
recommended evacuation and advise housing could be made available

upon request.

¢:30 Thompson placed call to Hong Kong to advise Governor. Governor
had not arrived; left word for him to return call.

6:45 Emergency management advises that OSP, Highway, State Parks,
all counties, Coast Guard and 304th Rescue Division notified and

acknowledged except for Lane and Clatsop Counties. GT instructed
that Lane and Clatsop be contacted for acknowledgment of alert.

6:50 GT requested OPS keep open line to Astoria.
7 p.m. Lynn Hardy arrives and is briefed by GT and BO.
7:15 GT calls Mrs. Atiyeh to inform.

7:17 GT asks OSP communications between Coos Bay be kept open and
questioned OSP about Newport Station being closed. Asked that
all state police stations be opened along the coast.

7:25 Advised Newport station will be open within 30 minutes.
Watson on way to headquarters. GT asks Brandaw to get assessment
of people and activities from all coast stations.

7:40 GT advises emergency Management to advise local authorities
again that armories available if emergency housing needed.

/
7:41 Advised Lockwood of bulletin regardingarmories.

7:45 Emergency Management reports that Coast Guard Station at Nea
Bay, tip of Straits of Juan de Fuga will report to us at 8 p.m.
Wave has been cited from air off coast of Canada. Estimated time
of arrival in the Puget Sound area 8 p.m.

GT advises emergency mandagement to prepare operations center so
that if needed it can be activated upon a minute's notice.

7:50 TV reports roadblocks and evacuees along coast; taking place
smoothly. AL@Q reports lowland definition 50 feet above sea leval

and below.



7:52 GT advises emergency management of TV report.

7:55 Hardy advises Coast Guard in Seattle will keep us informed of
any wave activity.

7:57 Hardy advises a private line to him -- 373-1300.

7.58 Watson advises all district OSP offices along the coast are
now manned by either commandersor supervisors and their troopers
put on standby.

8 p.m. Patricia McKage called to say Tom Hanlon called for advice.
GT refers call to EM.

8:02 Watson reports teletype indicating no wave action at Seward, AK.
Good contacts with local officials. Coast Guard, State Police up
and down the coast.

8:05 Hardy advises a gentleman from Aeronautics is willing to
volunteer to fly plane over coast and monitor for wave action out

of Astoria. Advise Hardy unnecessary. May cause too much traffic

in air with coast guard helicopters and other aircraft. GT asks

that Hardy thank him. Tell him we will contact if situation requires
additional monitoring.

8:10 Hanlon calls from Cannon Beach. GT briefs.

8:12 DM reports that teletype coming into Emergency Management
indicating wave is getting smaller.

8:13 Watson reporting heavy traffic from citizens inland. Astoria
reports biggest problem is media report 25-100 foot wave. Reporters
all gone to the higher ground. Fire department gone door to door.
No panic. Operation smooth. Northern coast is completely cleared.

8:15 Emergency Management reports Kodiak and Seward experience
no wave. Wave action; Adak 70 cm, 2.3 feet and decreasing;
Sand Point less than 10 cm, .3 feet and decreasing.

8:24 Watson reports Washington State Patrol restricting traffic on
101 West.

8:30 Watson reports Coast Guard boat stationed at mouth of
Umpgqua, moved 12 miles out to wea. Set up for evacuation

Sandy Cove at Winchester Bay evacuating. OSP contacting people
along beach. Media reports are good.

8:44 Watson reports no traffic problems except for small buildup
in Warrenten area.

8:52 Brandaw reports Gold Beach well-secured.



8:55 Emergency management reports Alaska warning center has
transferred watch to the Pacific warning center.

8:57 Watson reports that the Astoria State Police indicate Cannon
Beach and Seaside secure with shut down and evacuation. Some problem
with people coming into area. Steady stream of traffic on Hwy 26.
101 wWashington State Police still closed. State Police have two
troopers in area and will put two more out. OSP guard stationed

at Fort Stevens, predicted to be first hit.

9:02 Hardy reports lowlands along SouthernOregon Coast secure.
Watson reports Newport experiencing average traffic. Coast Guarg
recommended removal of boats from rivers.

9:10 Lockwood reports more people coming to Camp Rilea. No
requests from local authorities, but apparently local sheriffs
advise some citizens to go to Camp Rilea. Lockwood asked
citizens be made confortable. GT tries to reach Governor

in Hong Kong. Contact made ten minutes after arrival at hotel.
Governor fully briefed on situation and actions taken. Governor
gives D. Miles statement.

9:25 Watson reports traffice thinning down 8omewhat. Traffic bottle-
neck at junction of 101 and 26.

9:35 Channel 6 reports higher wave and earlier than predicted.
Coast Guard quoted as saying that reports from Alaska says will be
minor, traveling at 600 mph.

9:42 Miles reports from Emergency Management office alert still
in effect.

9:45 Watson reports teletype received that AK has all clear.
10:04 Oregon time GT calls Governor and updates.

10:14 Emergenty Management reports that Cape Scott lighthouse
off Vancouver, WA reported at 21.40 five waves, experienced average
1.4 m or 4.7 feelt. Report confirmed by Coast Guard.

10:15 Emergency management Nea Bay reports wave 2-3 feet at 10:11.
Confirmed by U.S. Forest Service and Coast Guard.

10:28 Emergency Management reports verbal message from Pacific

warning station to give all clear. Emergency Management further

reports they will call off all state agencies. GT warns them no

such signal whall be sent and all clear not granted in Oregon until

hard copy of message received. Miles begins preparing all clear release.

10:30 Hard copy of all clear message received and confirmed.



10:35 Miles releases all clear statement from Governor's office
including quote from VA.

10:40 Confirmed OSP and Military have received all clear message.
10:45 Confirms Emergency Management notified all other authorities.
10:45 Close down of Emergency Management and state agencies.

10:50 Denny Miles, Bob Oliver, leave office for home.

11:22 Governor calls GT at home. Governor advised of all clear
message. No wave action. No damage.
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Gov. Vic Atiyeh
State Capitol
Salem, Oregon

May 7, 1986 6:20 pm

The Oregon Governor's office is recommending a precautionairy
evacuation of all low lying areas élong the Oregon coast.

In addition the public is warned not to approach these areas.
The Alaska Tsunami Warning Center has advised us of a sever
earthquake in Alaska and a resultant Tsunami. The Tsunami

is forcast to reach the Oregon coast about 9:15 pm to 9:30 pm
this evening. Residents of the low lying areas should listen
to their local radio stations for an all-clear message prior |

to re-entering the area.

Note that the arrival times are now about 30 minutes earlier

that originally reported by the Warning Center.



Gov. Vic Atiyeh
State Capitol
Salem, Oregon

May 7, 1986 10:35 pm

The Alaska Tsunami Warning Center has canceled the warning

for the Oregon coast. The Ofegon governor's office is
recommending that citizens return to their homes.

"The apparent lack of damage or injury is gratifying," Gov. Atiyeh
éaid. "Given how unpredictabie Tsunamis are 1 am glad we

took precautions. As expected Oregonians acted responsibly

and rationally."
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