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Collect Cans and
Bottles to Help the
Homeless!

elp the homeless
with your return-
able plastic bot-

tles and cans next time
you’re at the grocery
store. A new program
has started that will bene-
fit our local area home-
less programs, and all
you have to do is drop
your returnables in the
box marked “The
Homeless Fund.”
Participating stores are:
Albertson, Durst’s
Thriftway, Food 4 Less
(Powell Street), Fred
( Meyer, Nature’s
Fresh
Northwest,
Plaid
Pantry,

Safeway,
Strohecher

and

Zupan’s.
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Finding Hope and a Future

depressed, divorced an abusive

husband and homeless. Susan
Wright and her two children found
themselves in this situation in

1994. They moved in with her sis-
ter, with no hope of escaping the

Injured on the job, isolated and

situation.

As you read this story it’s hard to
imagine how someone who has
been working full time and paying
rent can end up homeless, but it is
an all too familiar story at
Community Action. Susan was
injured on the job and unable to
work, her housing was condemned

and she had nowhere to go except
to move in with her sister. As the
days went by she became more
isolated and depressed, struggling
to find a way out for her family.
The first step out was the Head
Start program in Aloha. Her
daughter was able to enter the pro-
gram last year after being placed
on the waiting list. Through her
contact with Community Action
she found a support system that
would help her take the steps nec-
essary to change her situation.
The home visits from Community

(Continued on Page 5)

Martha Westfall, left, and Susan Wright in her Hopespring apartment.




Play it Again to
Play it Again

lay It Again, Communily Action’s
resale shop, closed a few months
ago and is undergoing a metamor-

phosis. The new store will be a free
clothing shop, open to any low-income
“resident in Washington County. The need
for clothing is great, as many families in
Washington County are struggling to pro-
vide themselves with the basics: food,
shelter and warmth.

The former resale shop, located on Hall
Boulevard in Beaverton, is in the process
of being cleaned, painted and stocked
with a fresh inventory of good used
clothes which come from local donations.
We have the place; we have the clothes—
we NEED ENTHUSIASTIC VOLUN-
TEERS! The shop will be open as many
afternoons and mornings as we can find

volunteers to staff it. Who
can resist helping a child
find the perfect jacket
\ / for school or finding
( just the right outfit
for Mom or
Dad’s job
interview? If

/p

you have just
three hours a week

\ to spend giving
J clothes away, please contact

Kathy Wilson at 693-3254.

Community Connections is the quarterly
newsletter  of  Community  Action
Organization, 1001 SW Baseline St., Hillsboro,
OR 97123, and is published by the
Development Office and Engrafix Design
Group (Nancy Scott, volunteer).

Community Action Organization is a private,
non-profit corporation providing a wide vari-
ety of services to the needy in Washington
County, Oregon. For further information:
Administration: 648-6646
Client Services Department:

Hillsbore 648-0829

Tigard 639-0495

(Neighborshare)
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“The Face of Poverty in Washington County”

he New Year is a time of

reflection and transition. It

is a time to lake stock of
where we have been and to re-
establish our goals for the future.
As 1996 rings in, there is a great
deal of uncertainty about what our
nation’s commitment will be to
those who are struggling with
poverty. And yet, during this holi-
day season we have seen an out-

can build collaboration with all
sectors. We are in the process of
finishing a needs assessment
report, titled “The Face of Poverty
in Washington County,” authored
by Marc Smiley and Lisa Allison-
Kulkarni. This document will give
guidance to our planning and pri-
oritization efforts and provide us
and the community with what we
hope will be a compelling educa-

pouring of local
concern and gen-
erosity as families
dug deep to give
whatever they could
to ease the pain of
others. It is these
very acts of caring
that reinforce our
belief that together
we can strengthen
our community for
the better of all.
This winter, we
will be re-evaluat-
ing how our
resources, programs
and services can

“We will be
reaching out to all
of our stakehold-
ers for input as we
examine our
values, our mission
and our goals, and
re-establish our
priorities through
the end of this
century.”

tional tool.

We will be
reaching out to
all of our stake-
holders for
input as we
examine our
values, our mis-
sion and our
goals, and re-
establish our
priorities
through the end
of this century.
We invite you
to participate in
our community
meetings this
spring and wel-

have a greater
impact on local poverty and the
families who are affected. As
always, we will be looking at how
we can be more efficient with our
precious resources and how we

come any thoughts you may have.
We wish you a prosperous and joy-

ful new year!
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- Financial Donors, September 1, 1995 to December 31, 1995

A-1 Janitorial Service
Mary Kay Achziger
Renee Allison
Robert Allnutt
Sharon Allworth
Jean F. Ameele
Cindi Ansari
Armco

Karen Arms

D. H. Armstrong

I. Kaye Ashe
Aspen Photography
Award Specialties

Beaverton West Slope
Republican

Scott L. Bennett

Michael Bershaw

Bethal U. Congregational
Church

Bill’s Repair Service

Stacy Birley

William H. Bishop

Julie Bloes

Sharon Bolmeier

Walter Bong

Michael Borresen

Eric Bosworth

Ruby Brackin

Braemar Charitable Trust

Janet L. Brandeburg

Richard Brimmer

Phyllis Brinkerhoff

Robert Browning

Robert Bruce

Bryan Bickmore Dodge

Ronald Buchwald

PK. Buescher

Kenneth Bump

Elizabeth Calbaum
Dan Caldwell
Karen Caliendo
John Camp
Cellular Plus
Nicholas O. Champlin
City of Tigard

P. Carol Clark
Carolyn J. Clark
Gary Conkling
Cheryl Coupe’
Gerard P. Cronin

Linda Davis

Mary Jean Davis
Ray Davis

James De Costa
Lawrence De Marco
Janice Deardorff
Natalie Delord
Susan Denman
Ronald Desrosiers
Harold R. Dixon
Jeannie Dodson-Edgars
Ehla Dreske

Jack Duey

Daniel Duff

Patrick Duffy

Betty Duvall
Lois Ebel

Margaret Eickmann
Andrew Ekman

Charlotte Eldien

Kathleen Ellis

Express Personnel Services

Rex Fairburn

William Ferguson

Penny Ferraro

William K. Fields

Irene Fink

First Interstate Bank of
Oregon Charitable
Foundation

Jay Formick

Donald K. Freeborn

Louise Fronville

M. Cecile S. Galligan
Darlene Galster
Julian T. Garcia
Marsha Garlock
Patricia Gazeley
Doris Geiger

Samuel Gill

Lois M. Gillespie
Ginsburg, Neal & LeSage
Robert Goldberg
Laura Goldfarb

Gail Goossen

Peggy Gorowski
Cecil Gray

Charles H. Gray
Debbie Griffin
Michael Gross

Stuart Grover

Robert Haas

Richard M. Hager

Connie Hahs

Cathleen M. Harrison

William D. Harrison

Don Hauge

Robert C. Hausman

Gladys Haynes

H. L. Haynes

Bonnie Hays

Rosemary Hempey

Michael E. Henningsen

Marco Hernandez

Barbara Hershey

Robert A. Herzog

Cheryl Hilbert

Carol Hilborn Bridges

Hill Theater Antique Mall

Hillsbore Auto Parts
Company

Hillsboro Opticians

Jan Hillyer

Mike Hohnstein

John W. Honnold

Laurence Hornick

Jack S. Howard

Linda Huddle

Harold Hutchens

Integrated Device
Technology

Intel Corporation

Itex Corporation

Alice Jacobson
Cathryn Jansen
L. E. Johnson
Mark Johnson
Robert F. Johnson

Bruce Jones

Stephen E. Kantor

Steven Kassel

M. Jeanne Kennedy

Carolyn B. Kenny

James R. Kenyon

Christine King

King City Lions Club

John Kinnaird

D. Craig Kinnie

Jean H. Kircher

Bernard Kliks

Sheri Kroeplin

Kuni Cadillac BMW &
Sterling

Larry Kurtz

Bruce Lambert

Michelele Lambert

Irvin C. Lamon

Mildred Lane

David Larson

Joanne Lavey

Andrew Levy

Roy Lewallen

Art Lewis

Jeffrey Lindorff

Lois Ebel & Associates
Real Estate

Patricia Maddock
Paula Manley
MARCO
Dru Martin
Charles R. McClellan
Patricia McClone
Debora McCurry
W. J. McDowall
Alice McGlothin
Janet McGowan
Diane McKinnon
Stephen McShane
Linda L. Mehlig
Member Financial
Services, Inc.
Men’s Town Custom
Tailoring
Bonnie Messinger
Robert E. Metzler
Derene Meurisse
Donna Meyers
Mid-Columbia Community
Mid-Willamette Valley
Community
Jack M. Millay
Marilyn G. Miller
Sandra Miller

Marian Milligan
Lois Minter
Donna Montee
Judy S. Moore
Hana Moyle

Peter Nathan
Hester Nau
Maureen Neal
NEC America, Inc.
Robert Nemhauser
Gerald Ness
Harold Ness

Jerralynn Ness

Ellen Olander

Stephanie Oliver

Anne Olson

Oregon Retinal Associates

Oregon Roses

Oregon Title Insurance
Company

Nick Orfanakis

Otten & Associates
Landscape

Pacific Crest Alpacas

Christine Pascal

Don Patterson

C.K. Pennington

Christopher Perez

R. W. Peterson

Charlie Pitts

Pollin Restaurants-Canyon
Inc.

A. A. Pompel

Marthel Porter

Linda Rains

James Ratcliffe
Mae Reeves
Richard Reiten
John Reppeto
Rachel Riese
Harry F. Robins
Elizabeth Robinson
Sherry Robinson
Pieter Rol

Norman C. Rose

Yvette Saarinen
Kenneth Sadler
Judy Schilling
Jerry Schlegel
Terry A. Schneider
Robert Senko
Evelyn Shattuck
Constance Sherrard
Debra Shipman
Bob Shoemaker
James E. Sidey
Marcus Simantel
Floyd D. Sims
Sisters Of Social Service -
Beaverton
Richard A. Sly
Carl Smith
J. Elizabeth Smith

Warren Smith
Barbara Soisson
Carol Sorvig

John D. Specht
Specialty Concrete
Homer Speer
Margaret Spivey
Stewart Sprenger
Frederick Squire
Tom Stanton

Dick & Doreen Stenson
Sally Story

Ruth Streitwieser
Barbara Strickland
Chavela Mendoza
BJ Sullivan

Bill Sundberg
Delsia H. Sutton

Bruce Taggart

Jean Talbott

James Teeter

The Aldrich Company Inc.

The Baumann Group

The Human Race /
Volunteer Center

The Oregonian

Betty Wedell

Violet Thetford

Michael Thomas

Nancy Thomas

F.L. Thompson

Rose S. Thomson

Mary Tobias

David Trask

Janet Treverton

Tuality Healthcare

Margaret Turner

Martha 1. Tyner

Kevin Upton

D. L. von Pontz
Marjorie Vuylsteke

Washington County Federal
Credit Union

Washington County
Professional Fire
Fighters

Kenneth M. Weidkamp

Gregory L. Werner

Western Reality Advisors,
Inec.

Morris Westlund

Helen Whitebread

Richard Wiebe

Russ & Pam Wilkinson

Kathy Wilson

Norm Winningstad

Mark Wirfs

Cathy Wise

Carren Woods

Robert Wynhausen

Peggy Yeats

Zion Design, Inc.
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The Tenth Annual Benefit for the Anti-Poverty
Programs of Community Action Organization
Bonnie Hays, Honorary Chair

F.Ei'bruali% 17, 1996
/ p.an. be Midiight

Moribgotmery Park,
2701 NW Yavghti Street, Portlarid

Dance to “Five Guys Named Moe”
Bayou Sounds by “Riverboat Jazz”
First-Ever Wine Raffle Drawing
Casino! Blackjack, Craps & Roulette
Wine Ta{sting & Silent Auction mmmlm" msm[ s
Hors d’oeuvres & Desserts -
Costume Contest, Psychics, Magic, Juggling & Much More! —_—
Costume or Party Attire Northivest |

NEWSCHANNEL © |
§2.8 Per Persor.

) For Tickets call
Cetmmuriity «Jetiort (Frgariizatiory at 6:8-6646

Sponsored by

Tuality Healthcare

Building a healthier community.




Mardi Gras to
Feature First-
Ever Wine
Raffle

<

uring this year’s Mardi Gras
_ celebration three lucky tick-

ets will be drawn for the
first ever Wine Raffle in the State
of Oregon. Each winner will
receive a cellar of 12 cases (144
bottles) of premium wine from the
Washington County Winery
Association. The wine is being
donated by: Cooper Mountain,
Laurel Ridge, Oak Knoll,

Montinore, Ponzi and Tualatin vine-

yards. Each cellar is valued at
$1,200.

Tickets for this great prize are
only $5.00 and all the money goes
to support the work of Community
Action Organization. If you would
like to purchase tickets, please call
Community Action at 648-6646.
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Adopt-A-Family
Brightens
U Holidays for Many

his year for the first time,
J Community Action sponsored a
Christmas Adopt-A-Family

program which matched donors to needy families

v whose holidays were not very cheery-looking. All families
were screened through the Christmas Clearing Bureau at the Tualatin Valley
Food Bank in order to make sure they had not been adopted by another spon-

50r.

Client Services located the families which were matched with sponsors who
called with a variety of requests. Some sponsors were individual families who
wanted to provide food and gifts for a small family. Many were first-time spon-
sors. Companies, clubs and churches participated, requesting large or multi-
ple families. One business adopted two families instead of having their annual
Christmas party and said it was the most fun they’d ever had. Some sponsors
were able to provide food; others provided gifts; and some provided both.

Farm labor camps and many Head Start children were adopted as well. Some
donors brought unwrapped gifis to be wrapped and used in case we had
unadopted families at the last minute—and we did.

Thanks to the generosity of more than 30 sponsors, 128 children, 56 adults,

the Shelter Home and Head Start classrooms had a much happier holiday sea-

Turning Point Happens When Hopespring Begins Helping

(Continued from Page 1)

Action staff encouraged her as a
single mom as well as a parent.
The turning point came in the
Spring of 1995 when she heard
about the Hopespring project.
Hopespring is a collaborative
effort with the Domestic Violence
Resource Center, Lutheran Family
Services, Tualatin Valley Mental
Health and Community Action.
The program provides transitional
housing, counseling, on-site day
care and parenting classes to help
families stabilize. There is also
access to other services with col-

laborating agencies. Through the
program, participants develop a
sense of community. Family advo-
cates meet with each family at
least once a month, or more fre-
quently depending on the need.
Susan was accepted into the pro-
gram after completing an applica-
tion with an essay detailing her sit-
uation and goals for the future.
She was then interviewed by staff
and selected for the program. The
family moved into their apartment
in August of 1995. Martha
Westfall, her family advocate,
started meeting with her after she
moved in.When asked what she

hoped to do in the future, Susan
stated, “I want to give back what
I've been given. I would like to go
to school and be involved in some
type of social service work.” She
added, “I have learned to enjoy the
simple things in life like having
my own kitchen to clean, and 1
don’t take what I have for grant-
ed.” Susan is currently working in
customer service for a remodeling
company and attending school
through the PCC New Direction
program. Both of her children are
enrolled in local schools and doing
well.

—5—
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Mardi Gras ‘96: More Fun than Ever!

n February 17th at 7:00 PM

the doors at Montgomery

Park in Portland will open
to guests for Community Action’s
10th Annual Mardi Gras. This
year’s event promises to be a mem-
orable one. At 11:00 PM, Bonnie
Hays, Honorary Chair for the
event, will draw three winning
tickets in the first ever wine raffle
in the State of Oregon. Each win-
ner will receive a wine cellar of 12
cases (144 bottles) of premium
Washington County Wine.

~ P é

L

Montgomery Park will be trans-
formed into a Louisiana bayou at
the entrance and guests will feel a
true New Orleans flavor to the
entire event. Riverboat Jazz will
set the tone for the evening by
strolling throughout the facility
with Dixieland music. Five Guys
Named Moe will keep everyone’s
fingers tapping and feet dancing in

_the atrium.

Wild Bill’s Casino is back again
this year with your favorite games
including blackjack, roulette and
craps. There will be psychics,
mimes, clowns, jugglers and even
some face painting adding to your
entertainment options.

The Washington County Winery
Association will be on hand with
wine tasting and the silent auction
committee has come up with some
great prizes to entice any size bud-
get. There will be no-host bars
and a complimentary buffet of hors
d’oeuvres and desserts.

Adding to the festive atmosphere
will be a costume contest judged

Bonnie Hays, Honorary Chair of the
Tenth Annual Mardi Gras.

by our Honorary Chair, Bonnie
Hays, and her husband Art Lewis.

Tickets to the event are $25.00.
If you would like to attend, please
call Community Action at 648-
6646 to get your tickets. You won’t
want to miss this 10th Annual cel-
ebration!
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