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<Sy JOAH NE E. McKEHH A Americans who. li ke eve rybody else. have the . on Gen. Dwigh t Eisenhower's sta ff in World · backe r Bill George, Reisman Tro phy winn er 

I 
· , tl .l . G t Cl 1 d ri ght to be accepted and trea ted as i n di~idu- War II. In the Ko rea n War, Ame rica's first jet Doug Flu tie. Syracuse Univers ity baske tb:lil spo)(e rec en y w1 n a :ea er eve an er . . . . , . . . . 
who is an -\me ric an citi zen of Ira i birth al s. The presum pt iO n of gUi lt by e thm~ associ - ace was Col. James J abara. .. .. . ·:r · . :·. : ·:::. · star Ro n Se1 kaly, Ind1anapo lls Col ts qu ar-

. : . q a' · at1 on IS Insidious and evi l. Arab·Ame ncans do . · terback Jeff George, the Oakland A's Ron 
Sn e has Sis ters and brothers Jn Bagn dad. no t have innate knowledge of terrori sm by We would c all on more contem po rary Arab- Hassey, Joe Lehoud of the Red Sox . Braves. 

_as well as_ ni eces. nephews and other re la- virtu e oftheirethnic ity. .. . . . . Amencan mili tary, but they are busy fight mg Aog 1 d Rang · UClA b k lb ll 
U\'es. She _Is unable to phone them." Th e Red . There are about 3 million Ain en can citizens ·_· as members of the U.S. armed forces in the . coacebsJi~~a rrick.. ers, or as e a 
Cross can offe r no help In checkln" on thei r .. of Ara bic-speaking origin. About 30,000 of us . gu lf. Perh aps th ey can be furl oughed to the In- . ... 

st.a t~s.. . ·: . · . . · - · ·. · .. li ve in Greater Cleveland_ : · :· . . ·. · · :. temment camps. · : " • . · :· · ..... . : ·. -:. ·. :: We could talk cars with Indy 500 winner and 
.Each day,l 1ke the res t of us, she watc hesTV : .. , Many of us have taken the "melting pot". · · · · · · · . · ·> · .: : , .. _, · ": · · .. · .National Race Car Champion Bobby Rahal , 

as-_ol}r allied troops bomb the c1ty ?f her but~ _·concept almost too literally and have blended .:·: ·:_ If we need ~ negotiator, _we wdl h av~ . spe- . talk boxing with the world featherwei gh t 
ancf the pl ace whe re her fami ly llves. Pres !- into the American mainstream I for instance · c1al prestdential envoy Phillip C. Habtb. To champ of 1936-37, Petey Sarron, or play che ss 
dent Bush te lls her that "Sadda m is the am a third generation Arneric~n citizen of ensure that we do- not make ignorant blunders_ with . the 1986-S? U.S. national chess 
enemy, not th e people of Iraq." . . . . Lebanese and Slovak desceol I don't speak, there would be fanner Chief of Protucol Selwa ·champion, Yasser Seirawan. _ . _ . . _ 
~ She is frantic ~bout the s_tatus of her family . read or ~te Arable but I am, proudly, an : Roosevelt ·· ·' .. : If we V:.~~ted to.taik b~sir:ess~ tb.ere : wo~ld 
\Yh?"ar;:. accordmg to med ia reports, W J ~?ut ~ab-Ame~ican. _I ~ave no knowledge ofpoten- ' '~-'-~_ · Dan~y· · . Thomas: 1ounder of Sl Jude be Nick Shammas, the world's largest retail 
elec1ncJty, water, telephones, fuel : medicine lial terronst actiVlty and do not ~o~ anyb~dy : Children's Research Hospital. consumer advo- auto dealer; Mario Kassar, chairman of Car-
anctfoo<l She prays for them and cnes a lol .. who wants to blow up a federal bUlldmg. . '· . - d C d 1 . h oleo p 1·ctures ("Rambo'')· ronner Pan Ameri-
~ Th d · · h G I' b th ' k' 1 b th Arab- . cate Ralph . Nader, an an y 1g tner, • I' ree ays mto the war, anot er realer . ve een m mg a ot a out at f d f , 1 th "'" . t D k D . . can Airlines CEO NaJ·eeb Halaby; the presi-
cl l d ld h th Ar bAm · Am · · t t t h' h f .. . oun er o j} o ers ~ams run nvmg . • . eve an er to er at a - encans encan tn ernmen camp o w ic some o · . . . . dent of Paramount Pictures' Domestic TV 
should be rounded up and put in internment . my fellow Americans wish to consign me.. . ·: . . <MADD), would msptre our social consciOus- L · S lh J M H ( 1 ks)· th F h. 

· · I ' .. · · · es• p· h art urgeon M'1chael DeB a key - Ucie a any; · · aggar s ac • e ara c.amps for the safety of the Arnencan peep e. · ·- · Whtte House Ch1ef of Staff John Sununu ·. n J, JOneer e s .· b th ( 1 ks)· th M 1 f b th ("M d-
-· I heard that sentiment · ·:: : would be there as would could take charge of our health . needs, - 0-roD ~:Sd 5 ac ) •R e I a ~0 h ro . et.~ 0

t 
J . . • • . ay resses : ay ram, c emis mven or 

.. 

expressed _on two talk Senate Ma!onty Leader . a~mted by at !_east .W Greater Cleveland phy- . and president of Occidental' Petroleum, and 
shows dunng th~ first ·· · George . .Mttchell. Th_ey SiCJans of Arabtc descent Fred Saigh. former owner of the SL Louis Car- , 
week of the wa_r In the There are about 3 could ?tscuss the legality -: . H I . Th . f u ' t d p I t - dinals. (The late Joe Robbie owned the Miami 
gulf. Callers said Arab- • • • · of our mternment w1th for- · ·. e en om as 0 . m. e re~s ~ ern a Dol hins) . - . · .. 
Americans should be in- mzlfzon AJnencan .. mer Sens. James Abourezk t10nal could be our htstonan. For_ msptral10n . P · . .. .. • .. - ... . 
temed for the duration of • • · • . : · and James Abdnor of we could read the poetry of Khal_ll _G1bran or ~ For educatiOn, we would seek the adv1ce of 
p esertStonn. CJ{IZenS Q( ArabiC- . .; South Dakota, Reps. Nick pass the time with~ novel by Wilham Peter ·. Donna Shalala. the Greater Clevelander who 
~ A friend reported hear- - • · • • . .- . Joe Rahall of West Vir- · Blatty ("The Exorc1st") or a play by Fred · is chancellor of the University of Wisconsin. 
ing three women talking Speaking Orzg In. .. . ginia and Mary Rose ·oa- Saidy ("Finian's Rainbow;" "Bloomer Girl"). · ·an~ Dav:id Ada many, p~sident_ of Wayne S~te 
~t a local bank. They Ab · 30 000 { · kar of Ohio, and fanner · · . · . Umvers1ty. Fuad Sule1man IS former Ylce 
insisted that Arab-Ameri- 0 U{ , 0 US Reps.. George Kasem of : EntertaJDment would b_e proVlded by Paula . president of Ohio's Central Slate University. 
Cans should be put into /" • G . California and Abraham ' . Abdul, Paul Anka, Jamie Farr, F. Murray . . . . .· . 
concentration camps be- LVe zn realer Kazen ofTexas. . Abraham._ Marlo Tholnas, Tiffany,. Michael We could enhance our fashiOn ~ense Vla the 
cause '1hey might try to C/ I d . ,, Additional input wciuld Ansara, Ttge Andrews, Kh~tyne Haje, Danny . ~Ients of Joseph Abboud, mens wear de-
poison our water supply." eve an . I come from the attorney Thomas, .casey Kasem, Don Bustany and Signer of 1990. as na~ed by the Counc!l of 
. I have friends in general of Kansas, Robert Cleveland s own Larry Mor:row. . Danny Amen can FashiOn Designers. 
Dhahran. Saudi Arabia. Some are U.S. citi- Stephan, the treasurer of Rhode Island, · Th?mas and Casey Kasem received the 1990. Aller pausing for a prayer in memory ' of 
zens. Others are Saudi Arabian citizens. I Anthony Soloman, the secretary of slate of Eilts Island Medal of Honor_ Christa McAuliffe, the teacher/astronaut who 
~atch Patnots intercept Scuds with intense Texas, George Bayoud, and the fanner gover- Programs could be produced by Emmy and 9ied ab~ard the "Cha!lenger." we ~h-Amer-
personal concern for the safety of people I nor of Oregon Victor Attiyeh They could also 0 . T Th "H !I .. tcans might then decide to file smt for repa-
~old dear. A citizen of Saudi Arabia phoned to . . ' . · . . scar wmner ony omas or . a oween rations over the internmenl 
dieck on my safety because he heard media discuss the1r thoughts wtth_ the ma)onty producer Mouslapha Akkad. For directors we 
re ports th at Arab-.-\rnericans are be in" ha- leader of the Tennessee legtslature, James would have Assad Kelada and John Bowab 
rassed and threatened in Cl eveland. " Naife h, and the mayors and former mayors of ("Who's the Boss," "Facts of Life," "Full 

•· The FBI has contac ted Arab-Americans 
throughout the country asking, among other 
·questio ns. if they know of any potenti a l terror
ist activity and if the y know anybody who 
wa nts to blow up a fede ral build ing. 

-.. Th ese inte rviews unfairly stereo type Arab-

severa l doze n U.S. cities. House." "WK.RP"). We. could watch reruns of 

For security in the internment camps, we 
Ara b-Am ericans could consider Maj. Gen. 
Walter Safi, who fought beside Gen. George 
Patton, and Bri g. Gen. Elias Stevens, who was 

"Ali ce" featuri ng the late Vic Tayback. listen. 
to an aria by Rosalind Elias or watch a ballet 
by Denn is Nahal 

Lest we beco me couch potatoes, we cou ld 
toss a ba ll or two with NFL Hall of Fame line-

The head of our legal staff might well be Jo
seph D. Jamail, who won a record $1 bill ion 
judgme nt for Texaco. 

. As I said, I am, proudly, an Arab American. 

McKenna is past president of the nat iona L 
and Greacer Cle'veland associations of Arab
Ame ricans. 


