
Letters From the Peop_!:__l\ 
[CommunfcatJomJ sent to 'I'he lourna.l for 

uiJlicatlon in tbi:i dPportment should be- writ· 
en on onlY oue bidu or tbe paper, should not 
xceed aov words in lon~;lll and must be ac-
mpanled by the name und address of tile 
uder. lt tbe writer does not desire to havP 

lle uamc vublislted be should so state.] 

m an Old Friend of/ th~ ~anes. 
Albany Or. March 27.-'l'o tile Bd

tor of The 'Journal-! note in this 
orning's Oregonian this headline: 

'Name of ·Lane' Is Odious to Eugene."' 
1 suppose, then, we must stop sing

ng '"l'ho Little Old L,og Cabin in the 
ane," and, to conform to the pres
nt propaganda for paved roads, must 
hange the meter and working to "The 
ittle Old Log Cabin in the Paved 
lghway," or like terms. 
At the same time, it will be popular 

p at Eugene to chant the refrain, 
'Down the Lane; Down the Lane." 

.\s you say in today's Journal, Lane 
ounty was named after General Josepil 
ane. In those early years, and even 
uring the Civil war, Lane county, as 
·en as Linn was largely Democrati-c, 
nd very naturally the name of Lane 
·as very popular. I saw General Jo
eph Lane whEn he stepped off the 
atteau at the \Villamette river la·nd
ng at Oregon CitY. March 2, 1849, 
nd I h<>ard the congl'atulations of the 
athered citizens over whom he was 

the next day to be territorial gov
ernor. I very much doubt if thqo is 

nother person living that can recall 
the incident. My boyish memories of 
General Lane can never be effaced. 
Tall a.n-.1 commanding, his military 
bearing impressed me. His pleasing-
ddress captu•red me. It pleased even 

nis political opponents. His prowess 
during the Rogue River war heightened 
bis fame. No wonder he was severa.! 
times elected to congress, the last 
time as a senator. I heard his speech 
aL l<'orest Grove in the spring of 1855, 

hen he and ex-Governor Gaines were 
1ll the contest for delegate i,n congres.>. 
During all these years I have remem
bered some of his sayings. 

The stand he took dut·ing the Civil 
. ar of -~ourse. I could not Indorse. 
He 'was not the only a;outhern symp>J.
thizer that s.inned against Old Glory 
and was afterward forgiven. Some of 
our Oregon G. A. R. vet,prams met some 
or sU.Ch at the Gettysburg semi-cen
tennial, in July, 1913, and heartily 
shook hands and pledgeu a lasting! 
peace. Years ago we bridged the 
"bloody chasm." '.rhe Spanish-Ameri
can war united us more than any other 
r.revious effort. 

And now when more than ever we 
need a united nation, it is, to say th·~ 
least, decidedly out ·of place to revive 
the old antagonisms. For the sake of 
his g!'andfather, and because I an1 a 
staunch friend of Harry Lane, I can
not but feel hm·t at the attep1Pts to 
"call him down" from his hon,bred po
aJtion as a senator from our peerless 
Oregon. Perhaps he made a mistake in 
failing to vote to arm merchant ves 
sels. Call it what you may, it wrought 
a mighty good, for that stand of the 
now immortal 11 became the means of 
arousing our nation to a greater pa
triotism, and the modifying of tlw 
10·~-year-old senate rule of unlimited 
debate openod 1o a better legislati6Ii. 
And also, President ·wilson found out 
he could arm vessels without the ac
tlon or congress, ~o why this continued 
outcry? Tho barking seems to be main
ly from those whu would hound Harry 
Lane off his post, so as to rush in a 
Republi-can senator. I hope he wl!l 
stand them "at bay," and I am sure 
he will come out 0. K. He has too 
ma.ny friends in Oregon for the name 
'·Lane·~ ever to be wiped off the map 
of Oregon. 

I cast my' malden vote for Lincoln 
in 1860, voted for Addison C. Gibb8, 
Oregon's w:u governor, il). 186~, and 
again voted for Lincol<ll in 1864. From 
in December of that year to in July, 
1866, I served as an officer in Com
pany B, First Oregon volunreers. 

McPherson post No. 5, G. A. R., of 
Albany, unanimouslY voted to stand 
by tile }Jresident and serve in any ca
pacity available to us. and we so in
formed PresiJent Wils9n. "The spirit, 
indeed, is willing, but the fl<'sh is 
weak." CYRUS H. W AL.KER, 

Post Commander. 

~ 
Yesterday being the 79th birthday, / 

anniversary of our fellow townsman, 
Cyrus H. Walker, a number of the 

Ladies of Fair Oaks Circle No. 1. -~~~tJ~~~~!ti~~~~!~~~ 
G. A. R., and Comrades of McPher- i. 
son Post No. 5, G. A. R., in a body 
at noon invaded the home of' Mr. 
W•alker and son Glen.n Walker 630 
E. Fourth street, bring,ing with 'them 
abundant re~reshments and approp
riating the kitchen, made coffee and 
tea and served the rich viands and 
above drinks picnic style. All guests 
were seated in the front parlor. Be
fore and after the feast, many civil 
war time songs were sung. Mrs. Cora 
Leonard wa.s pianist. To close the 
joyous occasion Chaplain of McP,her
son Post, J. M. Carnine, offered a 
brief' ,prayer of thanks. Commander 

1 Walker expressed heartfelt senti-

' 

ments for this unlooked for visit; a 
memory never to be forgotten. Oth
ers briefly added cheering words. 
Those present were Mr. and Mrs. ]. 
M. Carnine, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Cur
ry, Mr: and Mrs. W. H. Curry, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. M. Westbrook, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Richardson, Mr. and Mrs. 
E. Worrell, Mr . .and Mrs. Chas. Leon 
ard, Mr. and Mrs. John Bray, Mrs. 
Lora Rice, Mrs. Nettie Erwin, Mrs. 
Sarah Denny, Mrs. Etta Cochell, Mrs. 

• Melissa Perry, Mrs Jennie Bell, Mrs. I Mary Meranda, Mrs. Isabelle Beeson, 
and Mrs. Mary Fish. Mrs. Jenni, · 

~ Brown~Carnine presented a beauti
ful floral boquet. Many !birthday card ,· 
were showered upon Mr. · W•alker. 

lA t night visiting the Walker home 
farm on the Lebanon road, now man:.
aged by -Clifford W. Walker and help
mate, formerly Miss Esther Olsen, 
Mr. _Walker and son Glenn were treat
ed to another sumptuous birthday 
feast. 

Mr. Walker was 1)orn at Whitman 
Mission, Or.gon Territory, a site 
near the present Wialla Walla, Wash.; 
on Friday morning, Dec. 7, 1838. He 
is the oldest white man living <born 
\Vest of the Rockies. J 'l 7 

as 
~r~llllk•nt of the Oregon Pioneer As

last 

tbe Oregon Historical SOciet_y . 
'Fhe -eaDt is tuilde from three kinds 

of woods,. Guaiacum, Oregon Yew 
nd locust. It is mounted with a sil
er band on which is engraved the 

following: Cyrus Hamlin Waiker, 
Qorn at Whitman Mission, Dec. 7th, 
1838. President Oregon Pioneer As
sociation June 22, 1916-July 19, 1917. 

Mr. Himes in 1Jis letter explains 
the history of woods used in the cane. 
He says: 

"First-The knob or top is made of 
Guaiacum, a species of lignum vitae, 
taken from a rail road tie used in 
the construction of the Panama rail
·oad in 1854, which was sent me by 
General George W. Goethals, Chief 
Engineer and Superintendent of 
struction of the Panama cl st, from a tree which 
spring of 1911. grew upon the campus of Willamette 

Sec.ond.- The reddish .wo University, Salem, said to _have bee!l 
gon Yew, from a tree near planted by Dr. W. H. Wilson, who 
Champoeg, where the first founded that place in 1837." 
el'nment was organized on Mr. Walker, who was the first 
1B4J. white man and the second white child 

born west of the Rocky Moun•tains, 
the first being Mrs. Elizabeth Spauld
ing Warren, is one of the most prom
inent pioneers in the state and is well 
known in ev'ery city and village in 
Oregon where a pioneer of the -early 
davs live~ or where a -~apter of 
grange is located. 

He iS active in all historic society 
organizations, at pioneer reunions, i!1 
Gmnd Army wol'k and in local and 
state grange work. The honor h~ re
ceived In being elected President of 
~ state association was ·a merited 
one, befitting the long service he has 
given that organization and the ser
\'ice he has .given the state. 

Mr. Walker lives quietly m a com
fortable little cottage with his family 
on the southeastern edge of the city, 
where he ope1'lltes '1l ~ 'Place 
devotes his spare time to carrying oa 
the work in the organizations which 
claim his interest and efforts. Mr. 
\;\la)ker is 79 year_s old, or will be on 
nee. 7, and is active and vigorous for 
that time of life. 


