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SPEECH BY GOVERNOR VIC ATIYEH 
NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION, 1983 ANNUAL MEETING 
PHOENIX HILTON HOTEL, PHOENIX 
MAY 8, 1983 PREPARED TEXT 

J I Aa.t:ft- Wtffi ~~ILtftt-nks ~IOIJ 
IT IS A UNIQUE HONOR~ TO ADDRESS THE MEMBERSHIP AT THE 

112TH ANNUAL NATIONAL RIFLE AsSOCIATION MEMBERS' BANQUET. 

THE NRA WAS FOUNDED OVER A HUNDRED YEARS AGO BY A GROUP 

OF DEDICATED AMERICANS WHO SOUGHT TO PRESERVEA4~~1fo'J'r foNAL 
AMERICAN SKILL ,I PROMOTE PUBLIC SAFETY AND ORDER y' AND PJULTECT AND 

D..,ti.1ND THE BAS I C RIGHTS OF Gh0c I TI ZENS GUARANTEED BY 1m D,je_ 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

TONIGHT,;'I WISH TO CONCLUDE THREE ~USY DAYS OF ANNUAL 

MEETING BUSINESS BY HIGHLIGHTING FOR ALL OF U§ SOME OF THE GREAT 

TRADITIONS OF THE NRA. ;' WHEN I THINK OF THOSE TRADITIONs,) I THINK 

OF ~ A~OVE A ~ L: ;' HISTORY,jSERVICE,/AND AN UNSHAKEABLE 

COMMITMENT TO BASIC PRINCIPLES. 
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LET ME TALK FIRST ABOUT SERVICE. ~BY PARTICIPATING 

ACTIVELY IN THE NRA,~EACH OF US IN OUR ~ WAY 12 PERFORMING 

SERVICE. ) FoR SOME 11 &S ,~ HIS SERVICE CONSISTS OF PROMOTING 

SAFETY EDUCATION IN THE RESPONSIBLE USE OF FIREARMS, / FoR OTHERS~ 
THIS SERVICE CONSISTS OF ACTIVE ~D VOCAC Y THROUGH THE NRA ON 

BEHALF OF THE FREEDOMS ~ HOLD D~R ;~ AND FOR OTHERs,j THIS 

SERVICE CONSISTS OF SETTING AN ~AMP~ E OF RESPONSIBLE 

PARTICIPATION IN SUCH GREAT AMERICAN SPORTS AS HUNTING AND 

COMPETITIVE SHOOTING. 

WHATE~~~OUR LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION,;'WE KNOW THAT OUR 

INVOLVEMENT HELPS INCREASE OUR OWN SKILL ~AND OUR UNDERSTANDING 

OF THE SAFETY,/ USAGE, / AND ENJOY~ENT OF FIREARMs.p{AND AT THE ~ 
T~/WE KNOW THAT BY INCREASING OUR SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE,j WE CAN 

IN TURN INCREASE THE UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF ALL 

CITIZENS. 

TRULY,;iTHE WELL-SPRING OF OUR NATION IS AN INFORMED AND 

EDUCATED CITIZENRY. ~THUS, OUR SERVICE IS A BI G PART OF WHAT NRA 

IS ALL ABOUT. 

BESIDES SERVICE ~! MENTIONED HISTORY. 
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THE NATIONAL RIFLE AssOCIATION IS STEEPED IN HISTORY~ 
IT IS THE HISTORY OF A ~G,/YJ_GOROJbS LAND TAMED BY A SPIRITED, A()(~, 

F~EEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE.; OUR HISTORY Jij? FROM THE DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE TO THE PRESENT DAY /1'- IS A HISTORY OF 

FUNDAMENTALS, ~THEY ARE FUNDAMENTALS SHAPED BY A CHALLENGING LAND 

AT A CHALLENGING ~~ ~ AND FUNDAMENTALS WRITTEN BY HUMAN BEINGS 

WH~THE CHALLENGE, ----SoME ~ LIKE WASHINGTON AND LINCOLN -~HAVE BEEN 

I UltG ~ou 1- .ttEr / Ek41J.., 1 l.l o,ll. o~~ "fM.tti 
GIANTS, OTHERS) HAVE CONTRIBUTED IN ~ER WAYS 1 BUT ~ EAbtE " 

T'CjiH I I I!~ Ai Jtlc=;~ l + ltiE ANI} j~f~:~·E~~ CREAT EI) THE HERITAGE THAT 

IS OURS, 

CAN THINK OF NO MORE APPROPRIATE TIME THAN NOW TO 

~AUSE~FOR A ~T~ND TRANSPOR; OUR IMAGINATION TO ~ 
WELLSPRING OF OUR BEGINNING ~ TO THE BRILLIANT REASONING THAT 

LED TO OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT, j LET US RECAPTURE THE EXCITING,/ 

~EATHIA K..l_!! G CONCEPTS THAT CHANGED THE ORLD l lET ~ RE~MBER 
n~. HOW FRAGILE OUR WORKING DEMOCRACY WAS/ AND IS, WJj ET US ALL GO BACK 
00~1l4&" 0 ~ Iff .,_ 

k.i fl,....,CIWIM"" TO ~· 
~~~----------------------------

1776: / CONCORD AND LEXINGTON,;tWHERE THE SHOT WAS FIRED 

THAT WAS HEARD AROUND THE WORLD -- AND STILL REVERBERATES 
--===-. 

~0 ~~~ _ 1776: / WHEN WORDS WERE SPOKEN WITH EMOTION AND 

/- OMMITMENT1~"l REGRET THAT I HAVE BUT ONE LIFE TO GIVE TO MY 

COUNTRY".-.J! "GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH", 1 J( "WE MUST HANG 

TOGETHER OR WE SHALL HANG SEPARATELY",,, 
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THERE WERE PEOPLE/ AND Plli,.ES I BUNKER HILL AND VALLEY 

FoRGE / THE GREEN MouNTAIN Boys AND THE MINUTEMEN ••• ALL 
e-ll VOLW"WliU., I I .:=t /If) 

INVOLVED l!18,L HlL,MAN BEI}l~f WHOA FACED FEAR, PAIN, ( AND DEATH fl""( AND 

MANY DID HAVE FEAR/ WERE INJURED, J AND DIED IN THAT YEAR OF 1776. 
-:;;;:a. ~ 1/l ' ~ 

AT THE SAME TIME./IN THE DAWN OF A NEW NATION,jrHERE 

APPEARED HEROIC PEOPLE WHOSE INSPIRATION IS FOREVER PRESERVED IN 

OUR HISTORY ~ SAM AND JOHN ADAMs,/BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, ~OHN 
HANCOCK,('THOMAS JEFFERSON t'AND GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

THEy I AM 0 N G 0 THE R s I sA l D J "wE H 0 L D T~E TRuTHs T 0 BE 

SELF-EVIDENT ~THAT ~ MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL ••• ~AND THEN,~IN A 

FEW WORDS, ( THEY CAPTURED THE §flElJ OF OUR SYSTEM WHEN THEY 

PENNED THESE WORDS I "'0!J_, J Ll BER V; ! AND THE PURSUIT OF 

H~_." 

0 T E I N TO 0 U R NAT I 0 N 1 S F~fH'ftL CHARTER A 
:----~ 

-LITANY OF F NDAMENTAL FREEDOMS: 

I THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND ASSEMBLY; 

I FREEDOM OF CHOICE OF RELIGION; 

I THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS; AND 
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I A REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT~LECTED BY THE PEOPL~ 
THEY DESIGNED EXECUTIVE,/LEGISLATIV~AND JUDICIAL 

BRANCHES / EQUAL TO ONE ANOTHER. 

ALL THE FEARS OF PAST GOVERNMENTS WERE PUT TO REST.~ALL 
THE ~VI1J OF OTH ER SYSTEMS WERE WALLED OFF~ALL THE PAINS OF 

INJU~T WERE GUARDED AGAINST.~REAL HUMAN BEINGS ARGUED AND 

DEBATED FOR LONG HOURS~AND DAXS~~INALLY FINISHED THEIR 

WORK: /I_.AMER =; 'S ONSTITUTIO BILL OF GHT 1r~lliT 
IT TO US -jl "WE THE PEOPL E'/ To BREATHE LIFE INTO THOSE fjft:f-=AJ 

- -== Wo!W~ 

~ ~~ ~lbfJ_NO toe4 ~=~t<JI' j 

Now l OVER 200 YEARs,jrwo WORLD WARS / A CIVIL WAR ,/ONE 

POLICE ACTION, / THE VIETNAM BLOODLETTING~SEVERAL RECESSIONS AND 

DEPRESSIONS~AND MANY PRESIDENTS LATER WE ARE/ PERHAPSI-LUCKY TO 

HAVE ~LY ~IV~D.~SURVIVED~WITHIN A SYSTEM OF FREEDOM;'AND 

SELF-DETERMINATION / NEVER PREDICTED TO LAST BY THE POLITICAL 
--~·- c=:;;:-

PHILOSOPHERS OF YESTERYEAR. 

MAYBE TODAY WE SHOULD PAUSE TO TAKE STOCK~ MAYBE ~y 
WE SHOULD TAKE TIME TO ASK THE QUESTION~ "ls IT WORTtl THE 

STRUGGLE?"/ SHO~ WE KEEP OUR REPUBLICAN FORM O~VERNMENT?/ 7 
- e; ~lvBw 1D us B'1 o~~ . 

SHOULD WE CONTINUE TO FIGHT FOR THE FREEDOMS IN ~r€ H W YE? 

THESE ARE NOT TREASONOUS QUESTIONs. / WE SHOULD 
lPOAJ~ 

~NJLY ASK OURSELVES TO RE-EXAMINE WHAT WE HAVE ATO RECONFIRM 

THE TREASURE THAT IS OURS. 
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WELL, I HAVE MADE UP ~ MIND./ l HAVE STUDIED THE 

ALTERNATIVEs. / AND I AM UNEQUIVOCAL AND UN~A~LE THAT THERE IS 

NO BETTER FORM OF GOVERNMENT THAN THIS AND NO MORE FUNDAMENTAL 

FREEDOMS THAN THOSE THAT ARE OURS - AMERICA~~/ , 

WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS LIFT UP OUR HEAo;6usT ONCE IN A 

WHILE. / LOOK AROUND / LOOK AT OUR NATION _jf AT OURSELVES. ~WE CAN 
~ ~ 71 ------- jA 

BE PROUD OF WHAT WE SEE. 
-::=z:-:: 

AMERICA IS A @'Eb. NATION, / oNE THAT HAS DONE MORE GOOD / 

FOR MORE PEOELE IN THIS COUNTRY AND AROUND THE WORLD THAN ANY 

N~T !O: IN HIS~O R.Y l/THE ~ OF RELIGIOUS AND PERSONAL FRE~ --!/ 
T.OD~RE Pi&~~E¥ER if IS SYMBOLIZED BY THE UNITED / STATEs / oy 

AMERICA---,z>~ , A-to'W" ~ r::J!fl. \&~~ 
:? =-

I BELIEVE THAT IT IS TIME FOR US TO STOP BEING ASHAMED -
OF BEING IDENTIFIED WITH A DEEP AFFECTION FOR OUR COUNTRY 1' 0UR 

F~Ms,j~OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. / WE MUST h NSTEAD/ UNITE/ 

PROUDLY TO BOTH PRESERVE AND PASS ON THE HERITAGE OF A SOCIETY 

UNIQUE ~IN THE H~Y OF MANKIND, --
lUG~\ 

.fle I 8 TIME TO RETURN TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF OUR 

~-----=-- IN THIS NATION OF GOD-LOVING FREE PEOPLE / ONLY 

THROUGH EXERCISING OUR RESPONSIBILITIES CAN WE TRULY REMAIN 

I WG AWST l-tAvt WLL KNOWlEOl:e .::::=:::- =e 1/ 
~· t:r--J s TJ:M E:z~~ THAT WHAT WE DO ~ AFFECT FOR 

GOOD OR BAD J? ouR GRANDCHILDRE~BORN AND AS YET UNBORN. 
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OUR HISTORY HAS BEEN, AND CONTINUES TO BE, A HISTORY OF 

PROGRESS AND FORWARD MOTION,~YET -;,9 JUST AS A STATUE IS NOT 

SCULPTED FROM A SINGLE STROKE OF TH.E CHISEL -~ SO OUR HI STORY HAS 
..__ dl.. »etl.. 

NOT BEEN SHA~D BY ~ ACT ALONE, j EACH PERSON.;IN HISA OWN TIME, 

HAS MADE~ OWN IMPRESSION~ FOR BETTE~OR FOR WORSE. 

-
I HAVE ·S;;-;N '1m OF HISTORY AND OF SERVICE. I LET ME 

~1lh1 POtNT 
TURN ~TO THE NRA TRADITION THAT SPEAKS TO OUR MOST 

£3LDAMENTAL FAITH AS-:-NATION: I A COMMITMENT TO GPPQ9 

----------------
THOSE OF US IN POLITICS SEE EVERY DAY THE TREMENDOUS 

CLASH OF INTERESTS THAT OCCURS IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY.~ THOSE OF 

US IN THE NRA GLIMPSE THIS PROCESS MORE OFTEN THAN MOST. / IT IS 

TRUE THAT OUR ~S CHANGE AS OUR COUNTRY GROWs. ;.1MosT OF US IN 

GOVERNMENT AGREE THAT LAWS MUST BE CHANGED TO MATCH THE CHANGING -
NEEDS OF OUR CITIZENS. 

THE~REA~ CONTEST,/ HOWEVER,/ Is NOT OVER CHANGING NEEDS t.r 
BUT OVER PRINCIPLEs. / WE CAN ALWAYS ADJUST OUR LAWS 79 BUT WE 

MUsGY07ACRIF ICE OUR PRINCIPLES/ OUR CUL TURAL .js0c IAL / AND 

POLITICAL PROGRESS FOR OVER 200 YEARS HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE 

BECAUSE OF OUR UNSHAKEABLE FAITH IN THE LIVING PRINCIPLES UPON 

WHICH~ COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED. 
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THE ACID TEST OF OUR CREDIBILITY ! WHETHER AS PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS OR NRA MEMBERS ~ IS IN ~OT MERELY PAYING~ SERVICE 

TO THESE PRINCIPLES, ; BUT IN~HEM~AND T~ST OF OUR 

~URAG ~ IS IN ~S~~E~A~K=I ~N G~O~UT ON BEHALF OF OUR PRINCIPLES IN ALL OF 

OUR PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 

~~~l:J~- ;=r*A-S·I<.....,-~ N.:g::t::~~=-&e:=B:l!B:::=Ali~~~~ 

~A-T-itER TO ~J:R~-.1:1&-- 0 R:eftlH-i::l·Nr"f"Y::3~ E H~,=-a=~~cq 

A~IbJ2Q--flJJ&-P:iR'"F1~*1< E-E --EC;l:-E:'R'R#:FN=:~~~~~t'!l.W=rll::::t:lltl· ~ 

F A kt!i El IfS F~ TfffH~~~=A-.f:G.~~=:I:. !:A:f::=:J~B::TlmQF.~~ 

!N ACCEPTING THIS CHALLENGE~OUR HERITAGE WILL BE MADE 

SECURE BY THE SER VICE ~~O U~VES~ IVE, AND WITH PRIDE WE CAN 

CARRY THE TORCH OF FREEDOM THAT TO THIS DAY IS THE LIFE AND 

HEARTBEAT OF OUR GREAT NATION, 
~ 

# # # 

-



TODAY / As TI M<O HAS NUMBED OUR SENSES/ As THE RARJ;. BELl EF OF 

A DEMOCRACY IS DEM E;_Illi<:D BY THOSE WHO SHOULD KNOW BETTE~HEN 
WlJ ttVIr f.r~~ ~ ~FIL 

W~ S~EM DETERMINED - TO END THIS NOBLE EXPERIMEN~ , INSTEAD OF 

i!U I LD I i'!¥ UPON ALL T rlAT HAS BEEN G IV El; TO US ,j!AI'l Y SEEM .CONI ENL IN 

~EARii<G . JJOWI,~T TAKES COURAGE, SK!j .. L/ TENACITY / j)nERNINATION , 

b<UURA!J.!< E/ AND VI~ TO llU!LD ://1 HOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE THESE 

QUALITieS StOCK RECOGNITION BY TEARII~G DOWr~/BUT TrlE~Y SKILL 

1u1~.Jo CbtJ,V 
I~VOLViD IS MANAGING TO GET OUT OF THE WAY WHEN THE WALLS COME 

II 

T Jf'IIBL I t'IG lJOWi'l I 

; 

~~ )/ . 

So FAR WE HAVE co~1E FROM 1776 To, 1903 '/f Lt:T Is ~~ow STEP 

1:$ACK ~ WAY TO THE CtNTEimiAL CELEBRATION YEAR OF 1976~ 

tJURING THE lUll-PLUS YEARS S!NC~ THEN, MANY THINGS HAVE CHANG D~ 

BUT ) MAl• Y SIMI LAR I Tl E S Jl UWE EN 1876 AND 19J) EX I ST / BOTH LARGE 

MD SMALL/ To IDEiiTI FY & WITH ~ YEAR ~UNQUEST!ONABLY~::.:--
ARE @!R~ AS WELL.j THt. ~iOST S!GNIFICMT AND IMPORTANT ~-

lJ! FFER .0 1 LE IS THE WI DE GAP Mil DeGREE OF CONFIDENCE IN OUR riiJ.w.j)/!f!l 
"iJCSP ITt POLl TI LAL SCANDALS ! LINGERING tCOI~ot~ I C DEPRESS I 01'-L/ AND 

!IJ 1\)C)~ 
OF CRISES~ ~ ~ AM~QUOTING A wiu~SPR~A0 SiNSE OF LIVING IN A TIMi 



FR0~1 AN 1S7G NEWS ARTICLE I AMERICANS IN THAT YEAR TOOK A VERY 

!WIVE VI EW 0 F THE COU NTR I E S FUTURE J If HI STOR I Ar WRITING ABOUT 

THE CEi~TENN I AL/ OBSERVED THAT COUNTLESS ORATORS MENTIONED THE YEAR 

wrn-1- A (~B<; fuJAJOeO rrv UA>ftl..Jfb~t::O CoAJfi ~ 

l9Jb II~ SPEECHES ~~~!4J~~ 11 1~0 DOUBT THAT THE BICENTENNIAL WOULD 

ARR I Vt: IN GOOD Tl ME / Ai<D THAT THIORE lj£\!LD BE AMEU I CANS HERE TO 

TO CEL~~RATE ITS COMING,
11 

:c;:::::::::= ~ 

WELL, ~ARE .Jt A~1ERICANS, /lli; ARE HERE/ MD WE ~CELEBRATE 
~ J>ICCNTEHI,IA#~UT WHO IS NERE TO ASSURE THE ~AL? 

IN THE ))EG I~~~~ II'JG IT WAS TRUE· ABOUT "WE THE PEOPLE J 
1

: ~ND WE - j l- === 

ARE T~ _L E I• TURY' S .P=s:t II llE V .OR S I ON OF "WE THE PEOPLE .'/ lJUR 

DESIGN WAS IN A BELl EF IN Goo} I'D ~REA TED FOR ''We THE PEOPLE" 

TO uO W !TN AS WE WANTEiJ, ! ] N ~T ~~HO, WE AR ~~fiN WE ARE IS A 

TRJE A~D ACCURATE REFLeCTION OF THE COMBINED 
11

WE THE PEOPLi.
11 

.::::=z- -::::::~--:;;;::~:=::::::= 

------------------------------------..-----
riAY.tH::: 1\JOW IS THE TIME TO ANSWER THE LETTER GEORGE ~~ASHii'JGTOi~ 

:c:::::::= 

ONCE WROTE TO COI;GRESS IN UTTER DESPAIR./ '/HI LE HIS ARMY WAS 

FRtEZING AI'JD STARVI1~G AT VALLEY FORGE HE WROTE TO CONGRESS FOR 
~-

HELP } ND REc_!' JYED NO ANSWER, J fiE WROTE ONCE MORE AND ~N NO 



--
Lvo~JOeteO~ 

A1~SWER, ~~~~ALLY) HE WROTE A THIRD TIME AND T l'1 1:$:l::~J 11 IS 
=--=- -

ANYO~~ THERE -- DOE 

Wt:: SHOULD SA 

------------------------------~------ \ A/11\ ftW&tA- -rz,o t?ATQtOll(_ 
I~ OF WHAT l HAVE SAID SOUNDS LIKE 11 1 OD., 

B\Jr t AA1 , 
15 1®ffi:q;tJ##@I~' -- Aii-:=I fJ O .; AND I DON IT 

~liND ~so ./ I AM N~SHM1ED OF Bt:ING IDENTIFIED WITH A~ 
AFFECTION FOR~ COUNTRY AND~ SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. ;fl AM 

WI LL!i~G TO ~~CRI El.~E TO .J. MPROVLJJ I FOR THAT Is ~ PART OF 

OUR lJt.S I GN. I I ~ TO BE PART OF PASSING Oi~ TO THOSE WHO ARE 

Y~O COME ~HAT Jjfi/ /~)R'o PART OF OUR SOCIETY, 

0~I~UE IN THE HISTORY OF MAN, 

IS TIME TO TURN TO THE UNDI::RSTANDING OF ,9 UR RESPONSIBILI D' 

I 1~ THIS 1~AT I 01~ OF liOD- I:.OV ' REE PEOPLE IF WE WISH TO REMAIN FREE, 

lT ~ T~€br-:re. €:!TIC 8 f flc GRANDCFI I LffRB~ I HEOR Y HIII GII Is , AN MWE 

OU R 

G"Rrrft!!l &l lft:l:HH£11 BeR?I AI'H3 AS 'lET ldi' IB8RN, 



IT IS TIME FOR A REVITALIZATION;'AND A R~ UY~ION OF THAT 

WHICH HAD ~ROUGHT US TO £@ BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.; ] T IS TIME 

FOR US TO PREPARE FOR 

TIME FOR US TO SAY ----

OUR GRAN~~ H I L:OREN Is TR I CEI~TENi~ I ALI /~ 
Wril-11"16~fJ U,\\l;U6n~ {bt.)fa Cb.lLeT 

AND BELIEVE/\ -- THAT WHICH WAS SAID IN 1BQ6 

-- nTrlER~ IS NO DOUBT THAT THE TRICENTENNIAL WILL ARRIVE IN GOOD 
-e: :- e:::=-= 

TH1Y AND THAT THERE WJ..b l _llE~HERE TO CELEBRATE ITS COMING." 


