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In this comprehensive oral history interview, Mr. Robert Benson, one
of the finest amateur historians in Washington County and a most remarkable
gentleman, reflects back upon the events of his life and the environmental
and cul tural phenomenéﬁ% and their evolutionary changes in his particular
region in northeast Washington County. Hic remarks are not only interlaced
with both wit and humor but a number of thoushtful comments on past historical
eras and historical preservation projects conducted to note theése eras. 4is
a result of his own qaa-making projects, written articles, and scholarly
efforts, Mr. Benson has developed a keen world view and an awareness of the
integral role that the knowledse of local history vlays in it.

Mr. Benson's character is a composite of many of the traits which identify
and set apart the long-time citizens of the county; a sense of civic duty
and community participation, a care and concern for the land and ifs use,

to who
and that sense of fulfillment which comes when peopleYare satiffied with one's
station in life.
The orzl historian ventured out into the watery elements one rainy
spring morning to conduct a long-snticipated intervicw with this extraordinary
showk. obsorber>
pan, Testing my car's mefsers to the limit, I jolted along the gravelly,
muddy roud leading to his cabin. Upon my arrival, Mr. Benson, clad in his
denim overalls and tennis shoes, cordially greeted me at the door and bid me
to come in and p.ll up a wood chair in front of his very werm wood stove.
He proceeded to fascinate, entertain, inform, humor, listen to,-emd discuss,
and share with me stories and anecdoted@ sbout the events and people mmi of
the county. It is the oral historiaﬁ%éincere wish that this invaluable
for

resource material generates an interest and an appreciation ¥ the function

&@ local history fer—itsusers. ﬂ{js m WS oF e echens ob>1he.(kuﬁy_
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Start of track 5

RB:

LMY

L(’0\) car

Continue with your s_tory.
LN
Well these yaung scalawags dim't hold much with temperance. They figured
At
temperance was all right if you didn't carry it te far. —An&S%o they got
on these long poles uhderneath the foundation of the little schooli?ouse

and jest as the temperance man would be making a specially telling point

thay!would give a heave and the whole building would 1lift up in the air

you MOW(@SO that tradition has come down f¥om us about the

=~
(€§§;;;B/§Ch001 which was in Helyatia.
. . . " WORIN)
All right, Washington County is really a growing county,people are ceming-
Um*té Sﬁt(ﬂeﬁ

in from all over the ##&. How do you think these people can behefit: from

knowing a little bit of the history of this other county{ Have you ever

given this any thought ?

I always wondered how outsiders feel when they came in as strangers,to and

old settled community and there are so many of them that thézﬁractically

drown us old timers out. The old timers are just a small fraction anymore.

Whether there is an advantage in making somebody else's roots your own roots

I sometimes doubt://Anﬁ “ot everybody is interested at all{?hey couldn't

be less interested in what went on in this little muddy out of the way

valley, a hundred years agoyor even fifty. But others/they realize that
ami(m2§7¥v

they have come to stay and their children~w§}é hatve roots here even if they

what's to be learned
themselves hardly have. So they like to learn”about the traditions here,
I can't see that it hurts anything.

Do you think knowing other traditions can sort of play a important par}gr

or any part at all ?
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RB:: Well to some extent, tﬁ:e old timers here were looking for a lot of things
that the new comers were looking for. They were looking for 1ess  cuowded
conditions and fresh air to breathe and more room and cheaper land and'ﬁhey

Gree
were also looking for a somewhat freeer a social situationg in many cases.

Back home in Switzerland or New England or wheréever they might come from

there was likely to be a rather rigid stratificationj a rich over medium

over poor. And well educated over poorly educatdd and that sort of thing.

Where as out here .things had not jelled and nobody looked up your pedigree

before inviting you into the house and so on. So there was more of a equal-
itarian attitude here and I understand that some of the newcomers value the
\West for that reason too. So there are some things in common between the
newcomers and the first settlers here, the Swiss and so on.

,z¢ IM: ARE you saying then that by understanding some of the reasons why the early
settlers came out, they can understand their own motives for moving out then
and knowing .Th4c aafa;?

RB: Yes with some insight they can peﬁiﬁaps see into. their own, they can see
themselves as part of history too, and that is rather hard to do if you
are a newcomer. But is true, sometimes you can see it.

; ! (‘0) IM: All righﬁjanother historical activity I know that you are involved with is

the Tualatin Valley Heritage. Can you explain a little bit about what that
| organization is all about ?

RB: Yes I can tell what I know about it. A group of people at West Slope were

the bezginners of the heritage group. They were faced with what seemed to
N

: "
— be a inadvidable''uglification of thecghnyonfgpad in West Slope.

b
inedhap | @
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Up until ab_out ten or twelve years ago it was a rather pretty road there
with quite a few houses and gardens along it, and some parts of it still

x Avenv €
are. But then it became cogmon knowledge that.the area from 85th awve. .-
down to Beawerton was bi9und to be industrealized and turned into commercial
area. Why these people were very reluctant to see the scenic features 2\
5ped

completely rubbed out. So theynggong other things to get thefitate ﬁighway
D amcw-\

t. to make a little park along(ganyon éoad to save some of the nicest
areas. They also hoped to enthuse the developer and builder to the point
where they would make some plantings and not be so money oriented as the

LY & SCC\
traditional strict-development is. So a couple of these people came over
to my map shop,é¥he§&heard that I had maps and that I knew something about
the cointy. I think & had a little article in the paper about the things
like that maybe that is how they got my name. So we had a talk and K
supplied them with maps and maeked the maps to show the old houses that I
knew about, the prettiest gardens and so on. And they invited me to their
organization meeting. At first they werefthe whole group was very ambitious

and wanted to make it a salvation movement for all West Slope and near by,

.jad‘Ehey had a very ambitious program going, but when it%ame obvious that

IEARAREENEREEER

they couldn't do very much why most of them got cold feet and realized they
just didn't have time to put into it . But there was one of the committees,
that was the historical sights committe%/ fhat committee actually kept &V
meeting for time after time under Louise Wilson. She lived in West Slopes
She is a artist and has quite an interest in history. She has painted some
historical pictures asnwell as modern ones. She has pictures of Lewis and
Clark and Abraham Lincoln and people like that. So she is defin&tely

history oriented.

_Several™
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ot
20 Amd\ynder her leadership, why we at her committee made severaltours of the
/

valley and got aquainted with owners of somecof these old houses and were
allowed to see old Indian carvings and th#ings of that sort. tﬁéﬁe invited
into the historic churches and so on. So after some of that sort of work
we got the idea)ﬁg I think it was Joe Wilson's idea%éat first. He had been
down to Astoria and had seen thet all the historic QEEQZZQ in Astoria had
little plaques in front of(;EﬁM'Little wooden shields with égyéiinscription
on them]to who built tQ?e house and when and if there was especially anything
historic about it, why and what it was. So he donated a unlimited aiéﬁﬁéJ
of plaquez, He sayé'I'll give you the plaque you just do the research and
lettering and give thCém to these people and so it looks likeiit would help
in the preservation ideat( So we now have placed 24 of these plaques. Some-
(ool Q }o©O ro¢
times as many as “%-per year, but usually only about/l'or/}ha year. We placed
24 of them,prm\wé could have worked\»i;;:;:er if we had been) weeél for one thing
if we had paid help but we/g;xz/?hd volunteerg,aadlfbr aﬁother thing if we
had been satisfied with a little less thorough investigation. It sometimes
pursJrevanct
takes quite a bit of looking up and quite a bit of persiwerance to find just
when a old house was built and who built it and whether or not it's been
drastically remodeled and so on. But anyway in at least 24 cases we have
satisfied ourselves that these places are worthy of being honored and there
are a%least as many more on our list and we will get around to them. The
fact that sometb:ing has not been hdsored by us yet does not mean that we

will never honor it because there are a number of equally worthy places

that we will get around to. In some cases we had trouble getting the owners

to agree to a plaque for the reason they fear thieves and vandals.




——

Page 57
Mr. Robert Benson
Accession No. LOH 78-191.4

And you really can't blame them. In some casexithe historic spots are open

i

|
to thieves add vandalssm and in some cases thieves are so clever f%pt once
they have been inside a house, pe;@haps as part of a celebrationsof marking
the historic#l maeker you know, pefihaps they just mingle with the crowd
they have been inside the house, they see what valuable antiques are there.
‘kthey know where the stairs are and know how to opE:n the windows if they
are good thieves and pretty soon the thieves make off with the wvaluable

: o il . :

things. So far we have not had thieves or vandalism. Except in one case,
and that was the first house we marked. Vandals and thieves did strike that

-

- |

B |

o |

h

v

|

and that was because it was remote, It was not lived in and we had not our
4 4
policy had}got‘jelled 100% . At the present time we would mnot mark any

place that was not é ither lived in or directly under the nose of somebody

~—v

gcu there all the time. We have a firm policy not to mark isolated places. But

w Mow
at that time it was something of an drgency there, this old welt—eild farm

the Walker Place on\wglker road. It seemed to have a chance of being saved

and being remodeled and made part of a historical center provided they had

a few people to back up their plans and say that it/a;k\ffiiiy historical

so we were glad to lend our influence. But it turned out not to be prac¥\(a/(
~ NS
(L?AJL/
/jicﬁI"to caryy t g_thege plans. So vandals did their work and thieves

did their work and at last there was just nothigg to do but to tear the

house down. So you might say that was a failure of our policy,all I could

say was that we hadn't yet tried our wings very far. Perphaps we were a
~—

little gullable ,but I think most h;istorical organizatdons, in fact we were

/

joined by the county s:bciety. I think most historical organizatdons would

have given a good word to such a good scheme as that seemed to be.
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quite similar. There is a nice roomy ground floor and then the second
P
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They seemed to have worked it out nicely, but it turned out not to be pracﬁ(a(.
£d 5

LM: What constitutes §:§ﬁething worthy to preserve ?

RB: Welliwe have a policy that it must be at least 75 years old and beyond that
why we require good records so there is confidence in what we say about it.
There has to be a very good tradition or written evidence of it's having
been built at a certain time. It helps éﬁot if the family was a pioneer
family or otherwise distinguished. It also helps if it has been kept up
well, very presentable and so on, all those things count. But we emphasize
the historical angle.

LM: Are you looking for houses or maybe other types of buildings ?

RB: No, we have had things besides houses. We had a blacksmith shop. We have

had several churches. Eventually perphaps we will have things like Indian

. : . There ar€ ,
carvings and pioneer biisinesses, one or two of those left in the county.
A v
predomnch © Lot
IM: What kinf of architecture is most perdeminant here in Wash. CoéHas it changed
Unay, >

(
over the years, since white man has been here ?

RB: Yes at first why there was a type they called the Missouri House, which

*i(\. \

was hardly more than two log cabins with a passagévbetween. That was

popular in the early days. But when they started making frame houses there
or :\r7 RS

was type similar to the New England Georgian house, & Grecian revival they

call it, that we have two or three wxamples of. There is a one and a half

story house that is rather typical of the early days. There are several‘W\ak aP

ayle
story that is pinched in by the-ga&efég%a roof.
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And from the middle of that half story thete is often one triangular gable
sticking out in the short direction, on the short side of the houde. A gable
likk bhis one, I won't say the short it would be the long side of the house.
See it sticks out in_the long side of the housejand is often the main

entrance you see is underneath that side gable. That seems to be rather

oldast Fanno Scobie L (J

standard for some of the o¥d houses such as the Fammal House and the Seofiefé
House which was just destroyed up in Cornelius. Several of them have that
orientation. And then after that comes the Victorian Ginger Bread House,
’Ehere are several of those in the county. They were just carpentry run wild

when jigsaw,automatic jigsaw ornaments became cheap and easy to get and

became the thing to have your house exemplify every possible style and every

Ec)lecrtC
possible jigsawingg I think they call it the "ecleetate-style'" Ectectate
E clechrue - copola

meaning gathering in from 10 or 15 different traditions. A moorish quipaia

e sp7 fip\a
here and a gelfic window there and a Greek perguila here and there and so

on. Some italian features. That was considered high style'>6 about 1890.
There are some of those in the county.At the present time I can't recall
the extreme examples of-thhem seem to have been destroyed.

acch echoca \ ©
What were some of the archeteeturizl styles after this\dictorian gk
Welllwe had looked into a very modern house that had been said that it had
designed by Frank LLoyd Wright himself. But our architezris rather suspic-
ious of that. He says that is not Frank Lloyd Wright's style exactly,i}}
might be one of his pupils. So using his expertige as aaﬁbxchitect, why
we are very hesitant to e®cept this tradition that it is a Frank LLoyd

The Fmok Logd W agnt
Wright house. It does have some of his features, very nice and roomy and

~ .
somewhat unexpe cted in it's paasageways and connections you know.
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ILM: Where would this be then ?

RB: It is just north of Cornelius. A doctor owns it. I believe he has his

offices in on® wing, fit is a very roomy thing. And it is just north of the
rialroad tracks in Cornelius. We might mark it eventually but first we want
to satisfy ourselves,:-as to whethér it was a Frank Lloyd Wright house.

cy \,‘\'YT[O\

And it won't be old enough tommeet our triterfa for some time, because

it was built in the 20's I believe. But it is an impressive house and it

outpw

really could be an outfeet of some famous eastern architect. We also have
r\o'hblf

in the valley some noteable buildings built by famous Portland architects.

T
r
There is one in West Slope for example. We should really investigate, ’‘but

we keep just as a volunteer group with half our membership in old age or
sick or something and the other half very busy, why we can't give unlimited
time to this. But we really should investigate that West Slope masterpiece
as you might say, various others around the county.

LM: How about some of the more common settler homes, some of the earlier settlers,

\v%uld they build their own homes then ?

RB: Yes, it wasn't long after settlemant here that a couple sawmills started
here and there. And so as soon as they had sawed lumber,why they could
forsake there uncomfortable little log cabins wou know ,and they could build
a roomy, a New England type salt box house or a Grecian revival or whatever
they wanted. And alot of hhem did toog. Their are quite afew of them that
prospered enough to make a nice frame house. Not many of them are still

soJ I~
standing, but some of them are. The missionary Smith's feit that Forest

Grove was the bestipreserved as of the very old houses. And there is also

the Post House, which is called the century home, south of Reedville.

=1
o
-
-
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-
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(50) LM:

Which goes back as far as 1854, And then there is the WillowBrook. There
is WIllow Brook in Tualatin and the Gables in West Union are both very old
and very well kept up. Willow Brook is said to he a manor house style, g \*5
rather simple style. It is two full stories with a very wide veranda in
front of the lower story only. That is what they call a manor house.

These houses that are marked}are the public allowed to §o through them or)
on a request maybe?

We make it as plain as we can in our publicity, that in general they are
not open to the-publié.: But there are some that are on request. Some cases
the owners will throw them open on requesaﬁ to special groups or sometimes
all that is needed is a pE:one call. In the case of the Embrie House the
Gables, south of West Union, there they hﬁgﬁgirned their beautiful old
house into a res(téunt and peféyaps that was the best thing to do.hec?use
it allows them to make some money off of it which they couldn't do-éil long
as it was jus t a residence, and they could make some money off of it and
pay the taxes and they were able to get it on the thional Eégister of
/ﬂistoric sites, that means that their taxes are~42éi;L2§gf You—see the-
fact that they have éﬁéi;gégf it in a big way will not count against the
taxes, with this new law. So this new law is quite a benefit to anybody
who wants to restore or maintain thg%; old house. And it also works the
other direction to b ecause in the fine print of the 1aﬂywhy there is a

paragraph stating that/" If you destroy a building that is on the hgtional

(egister you can not claim the expenses as a business deduction'. In the

old days/why you could take that big expense of bulldozing the old white
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elephant out, you could take that off your income tax. So peééhaps that
thing wouldn't costgggt%uch. But now it comes out of your own pocket
exclusively and so there is not neari&n?gmptation now to remove a really
distinguished old house from the land of the living unless it is so far
gone that it can't be restored.
How about some of the old barns around here in the county, there must be
quite a variety?,4&/p

fo ,ta
Yes) there has been a college thesis written on the barns of Wash?quqyas
a matter of fact. And this young lady photographed and described aﬁleast
a dozen rather distinguished old barns. I could lead you to anold Swiss
type barﬁi that has nothing h;ﬁt g;gzylimber beams. Every beam is care-
fully humed with a broadax, and it is still standing just as it was built
in lqu. That is down in Valley Vista. But I also know others that are
just as distinguisheddand they are no longer around. They had become piles
of rubbish.
This might be a more of an opinion than based on actual experience but what
did you think of the architecture of today, especially in the housing
market. Bo you think that will be worth preserving 75 years from now ?
Well that is a question to look into the future. It may be that the typ-
4aal house now on it's lot will be considered a sinfully wasteful of land
and maybe everybody will decide that you are either a farmer out in the
country or you are afapartment dwelleg, #$0 that your impact on the ground
is not so pevere.-zBut %100 of these developments have the maximum impact

on the ground, fhey destroy all hhe vegetation without any mercy and a good

share of land is completely locked up from any earthly use except catering
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RB:

|

pad do ct.
to the residence vanity. The kidney shaped swimming pool and the_pa&ie-

for the horses and so on are all just vanity for the people that live there.

And pefbhaps it will someday be considered not quite the thing to make such

a heavy demand on the landJ for so many to make, .—=- I'm not really one

to talk becauseehere am I jsst one person making a demand on all these acres.
q fo P

But I try to make it a light demand and not change théﬁanyﬂ?éversable way.

Dodiyou think therd is something that modern developeéﬁ can learn from earlier

constructions and early architecture here in the county ? In their future

planning.

Well there are lots of businesses including architects who buy ani old house

reCurbis\\

and repaint it and refurmish it inte their own business offices and it seems
bo
to work very well. But as to go beyond that.it is very hard to bukk the
current fashion and if the current fashion insists on chicken coupg type and.
houses you know, whyrit's not easy to go back to earlier styles, although
here and there they have done it and as far as I can see they haven't suff-
ered from it. Of course there has to be some changes because the three @ar
cempe(
garage dosn't really conpert with any of the old styles. You were doing
well if you had one carriage house in those dayge unless you were extremely
wealthy. In th at caseF there might be a portcosharenﬁhere the carriages

3 = =P,
> . 4 >
would pass through the house and go on to a roomy stable area in back, end
it is Mount Vernon or someplace like that. But that was only for the ex-
tremely high establishment types. And so as I say since everybody over the
age of e¥even now has a car why the three or four or five car garage is

>
D .
very much a reger. It is hard to make that with a(georgian revival or a
S

manor tz:ﬁe house.
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serstti\l

However I think most architects are pretty well simsitiVe to hhe old styles

Thet £
and they would bring them back if they saw a market for them. -And—there
might be a market for them.
What do you think one can learn or what benefits can one acrue by going out
and looking at some of these houses on the Tualatin Valley Heritage list ?
#hZE=>>. What should they look for ?
Well,youjbecome sympathetic with the problems with the owners of wood
houses and they arq7 E %Zﬁ?e you that they are major problems because wood
Eots. But however\E:g so happens that some of the oldest wood in the foun< —
?&tions is very good yet, if they just had been able to protect it from

woll B
direct contact from the ground and too much weathering, why lots of the
foundations are still viable as they say. So you get an appreciation of
Snee

the shere expense of keeping a house going for a century, -awe¢ Fhen you also

get some idea of discipline because when you have a distinguished or his-

torical house you are know longer the complete boss of the situation. You

er rgﬁu(bus\\;g
have to conform more “less in your efforts of painting and -refurmishing and
Jadaer
so on, tﬁkiﬁg wings en and so on. Your wings are clipped, you just have
v vj

to conform you see or otherwise it just lookd horrible and only a -a-wery
little experience is needed to realize that you see so, nearly all of them
have restrained themselves and had been very disciplined in what they had
done.

Well we have discussed quite a few things here and I think that is all the

prepared questions that I have unless fhere 1is something that thexe-is

§£ggggiﬁ§:EEEt you might like to discuss.
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RB: Well I imagine that these tapes are frightfully expensive and this one is
about #eady to come to an end so I can't think of anything at the moment.

IMY Any closing comments at all ?

RB: I have made the county seem much tos tame pe%épaps. It had it's full share
of murders, unpleasantnessyof that sort. In fact/every once in a while
you hear about one old covered wagon settler murdering his neighbor as this
judge says in his meméirs . He says, he is one of the first judges here,
he says " I was struck;with the large nqu!ér of homicides cases that I

N ¢ \

: . i
had to ajudiecate and he said in many cases it was one old covered wagon

\ )
adl vdeade Ao

man who had shared the same cup, had drank out of the same cup with another
for six months while they were crossing the plains and then when they settled
side by side on the plains of the Willamette/why one would decide that the
other had robbed togmuch of land and that it was well worth a homicide to
settle it. And I could point out several cases in the valley here. One
pla@e is called the Devil's Lane where one pioneer was slained by his

auen V&
neighbor over a property dispute. That was over in Aloha, 198th awe. is

|

Devil"s Lane, where the murder took place. Another such murder occured te

~—mevover in West Slope and I get the hints of several others. Murder was a

great problem for the au;he%%yyin those days.
avthondie S

End of track 5
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Nouw?
(CD RB: You understand my peopléeijust came to Oregon in 19,. N& my people didn't

come to Oregon until the early 1900's ah, 1905 I believe my grandparents
came to see the World's Eair in Portland. And they were so tired of the
hard winters and hot summers of Dakota that is wamn't long beforéthey had
sold out their business in E:his little Dakota town and come to Oregon,tand
that ig thestory of many many Dakota people. In fact someone said Oregon
is entirely populated by exDakota people, #laughing ) I have been made
welcome in all the historical groups inspite th=a®t of the fact that I am not
b M(;nbpn’j -
an old covered wagon descendant and the same was true with Mr. Newberry. He
was made welcome everywhere even though he wasn't one of the very oldest

ﬁtw hio oc 56 |‘V\Qﬂ\x\\:') ‘\\éf’— ﬂ\hmf‘
families eith:er. He had come Illinois with people in 1892/ So nobody

ot=
should hold back from taﬁZing an inkerest in the historical gghees of the

county just because they themselves are not very old family. Because it
was at one time an affair of old families ¥t it no longer is. The histor-
ical society and the heritage and so on have just &8s many new families as
old, 35&;Ehere isn't all that degree of glanlshness that one might expect,

Mr? Clanmshnes 9 ha )
there orice might have b _een b dt there is not anymore. So I would say ﬁhybody

’. that is interested in history can find things of interest here and would
\
2
be made welcome. Gradually theyw#it have something to contribtte of their
They 1\
own in most cases. :}

Scven (@ The Sensé- Can
IM: History is certainly not a sigm=ehat in,a—temce that things ceuld be accur-

. - ately predicted, but some people can tell just by historical trends jast

pave the way or show where the future is going. Is that the case here in

a2 Washngpr Covoly Nnwstoneaq |
= 4ﬁ§§£;3%4$’ Can-#eu by looking into the historiecl patterns is one able to

-rr see the future of the county here ?
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(IO) RB: Well it is just pog:gible because 1ﬁ%4&nﬂr1{jﬁ§2¥§¥her , it took some
dena |
foresight and some self .dimile just to put the(Eényon @oad in, That was
done by subscription of the valley farmers and the Portland merchants. So
there has been a tradition of self help here and doing it yourselﬂ,(&bing

ahead with what seems to be radical ideas at the time. It may well be that

some of the recent planning decisions are pioneer# decisions in the old

N
ggg;e. And it may well be that we are leading the nation in this difficult
thing of planning the growth ofagﬁburban area. There has been some horrible
results of suburban expamsion as you have probably heard around many other

W ashing¥ew (0o
cities amd it may possibly:be that W&sh—;ho. is—a—firm, is—se—firmin their
L€ tneic Licmy v e
policies that maybe they can keep some control over the purely selfish

money interests,the computer maximizatdon of profits that we may call i%/

1l
1D

which would devote this entire fertile valley inte- a leapfrog development 5

A w‘a(hl&—
with an accasional bit of instant agga}acha 1ﬁbetween where the shanties

Are_
could be put, and it would be quite a thing. So it may be that werare

leading the nation that we are the pioneers in this planning matter. We
have also pioneered in forbiding development on flood lands, bhluckily that

dO?SNf
desm’'t apply to cities)so the city of Beaverton is allowing very dangerous,

very risky placement of heavy buildings oangg’bottomless swampé that cuts
through the middle of Beaverton. That is bound to be regretted some day but
the present policy can't prevent it,because it is within é%e city,_ﬁut out-
side of cities you just don't build on the flood lands, at is thesbest way

of muc S Becaiid

'; t/L(
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That is the best way of dealing with the flood problems because if you
allow people to build on flood lands thet you have 500 people some are
drowned and most of them are homeless every time the river rises. So
there is a tremendous demand for every tributary to have a massive dam on
and then there.is traditioncof dams bursting inY&siazségr>a§gcgurrounding
counties, so it may be that theyg%uilding wp a terrific hazard by letting
the developers have their way building on the flood lands. They followed
by sacrificing all the tributary'zgi;;és to dams. And then the dams ﬁ;rgl.
Along these 11nes dﬁ;ﬁﬂiﬁﬁf‘iﬁ“g traditionally rural agricultural area,E&:
you see the housing developments growing suburbia as a threat to the agri-
cultural 4fee ?

Yes, it is very much a threat. You see, the very land that is best for the

/

farmer is also the best on thekholg,is best for the developer because his

i

bulldozer operator dosn't like to work on the slope and his landscapet designer

dosn't like to work on rocky, poison oak situations. What they like is nice

’M(‘\‘-

*roamy first class farm land,aﬂﬂ-theyzﬁ%stroy that for khe_sake of housing _

that's what they like because it is cheapest to do that. And when money is
the only consideration that's what will be done everX:time. But if we look
at it from the other point of view that agriculture should be preserved,why
then we could see to it that it is preserved if we'll keep the necessary
zoning req:pirements and then the housing will have to go the poor soil and
the steep slopes and so on, such as would be used in Europe or any other
part of the world except this. Just by pdtufal common sense. But here we
have to reinforce common senge with rather strict law otherwise we will lose

all the choice land wi:}hin a very short time and it w&ll be , well they say

irreversably almost irreversably devoted to very wasteful uses.

)
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$uch as concretgdriveways and swimming pools and things of that sort.

; Wq,s\nn > Coun 2
ILM: What do you think would become of Wash—é%gil thet;st were not keptienforced

‘ (249) ‘}i the whole Tualatin Valley would be paved over and developed over ?
elas
RB: “J ell you just have to look at the Los s surrounding’, you can see

Pael €5
the suburbia going up for mllgf after milef¥nd 1dﬁbetween there are lots of

vacant lots with weeds and dead cats and here and therggthere might be a
orange grove still wedged iq:petween the developments. The citk takes wp
far more land than it wl?uld need to. There is far more gas wasté tham
driving to and fro. It is waste all around. It wears out the commuters
over their 1if§:gime§of commuting, Ft wears them out and kills a certain
fraction in wrecks of course. So it isn't a very pleasant situation. However
for a few people, perihaps for the wives that sit at home and the children
L
that are bused to and from school, pefghaps they are the beneficarys of the
wholdsale suburbanization. But even thexggre chained to the aotomobile and
bus, they hardly ever walk anywhere they have to go. Their motherd hggébto
chauffer them to all these various place of eecreation. There is no longer
any little wood lots or playing fields Eﬁjﬁj%gey can go on their own two
feet and maybe explore a little and so on. It is all a very artificial
€ NVIFoR mend |
eaviorment. But the main th:}ng is that it is so wasteful of land that
it requires so much transportation to get back and forth. That is the mmin
trouble with uncontrofled suburbanization. And it is quite true that the
whole floor of the valley would not be enough for the developers. They

would not use it all. They would leapfrog here and there as they could

fing a farmer that would sell ah a price they could pay.
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(-50) LM:

They would leapfrog here and there and there would be that much more trans—

#portation going past vacant lots as you we&}d.it. And there would be a
s migntca|

few little farms making a living or half a living in between.

m/)cd {CLC t of
Has th e County Government been historiedlly concerned ameut this back land

development or is this a recent trend ?
Well, it's been a recent trend. When it became ohvious to a few thinkers

31‘97
about 20 years ago that the Los Ang&lgs trend just couldn't continue if the

Sale bov tup
U.S. was to faced with.a future. Why fromcthose few thinkers the idea spread

further and further. It_biecames obvious when you think of it that theye
just can't be unlimited development all over or we are going to lose %1ot

of malues, including fertile land and natural scenery and so on. 4@# £ think

in the last 15 or 20 years since then 2 . has e a leader,

P (

before then the philosophy of the more development &hat better was in com-

plete control, there was mno obstacle placed before dny developer. Peoplg

dedelope
just fell over each other making things easier for any possible developmemnt

Thetd
before Eggt. Sinmce than it has been much different;
6\053.5 vp e wood. stove.

Th
We are talking about th 15 development of land. When the first settlers

when _you use it.

o >
arrived here when the Hative &merican indians lived here aﬁthe time, this
must have been quite a beautiful area. Theee must be still quite a lot of
\;Jabm«xﬁ\fos) (‘c\),\;\»/\
natural beauty left in Wesh+—Co. ®hET . .

Yes there are places that where you can stand and imagine the old situation

you know.
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It was not a completely treeless plain at anx:time you understand,:lt was
never completely treeless, but large areas, as much as a 1000 acres in a
piece, large areas would be treeless and in grass or native plants. A 1000
acres here and 1000 acres there and there would be %little runs of woods
in between them. So it must have been quite pretty and there are B?rts of
the valley over this way that faintly echo the old situation morégiess.

IM: 1Is it hard to imagine what it could be like in a lot of the places in the
County ? Because of thié changes .

RB: Well yes, where-nhTé;e has been to’much construction}of course it is almost
impossible to imagine the old situation. But in large areas there hasn't
been all that lot of construction and you could imagine how it was with the
open places and the I{jttle pieces of woods and trees bordering the streams
and so on.

BLTRANY s (oot

IM: Through the years do you think —<€o0. has been a pretty good place to

live .generally speaking ?

/

RB: Well, I would say on the whole lots of people have thought so. Some of
“Therc Mooh-ef 4
them have even written there childhood experiences. I mentioned Mr. -Newberry

and then there is this guijawrence Pratt. He grew up in Forest Grove so

bt
heyspent his boyhood on record. And there has beencseveral other things

‘ written ahout the early days here. Not as much as you would might think)
ﬂ | not toomany. A couple of the covered wagon families found a writer inside

T 4 LennoxesS
the family. The Wilkes up‘}n Banks and the Lanexes at West Union they each

\ L et"
,, ‘ had writers in the family. Nee—-l-e?t's see if there were any others that

_ 2 mote.ﬁ%.
‘._. \ at 'fﬂj\"\,
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whe
There was a eccentric old farmer at Scho&ls thet wrote his life experiences,

o

He came in after the covered wagon period_about 1890 pefphaps. But he was
V s -
@A qo qeltel

a . He was one of these people that things work out for,*hb had the

knack of having thing succeed, where as the opposite type had the opposite

knack of having everything fall to piecee when they touch anything. But he

introduced grafted walnuts from California into this valle};'ﬂad a big sucess

with them. He had a suééss with his tile factory/so on and so on. His book
hed

is one of the most hilarious ones to read because it is so naive, ﬂe no

insight, I mean he had no perspective on himself as others might see him.

So he indulges himself in all his little prejudices and he criticizes his

Mmer C-\ less!

neighbors mereifully afid so it is one the most hilarious things , I believe

there is a copy over at the library. It is called " Seeing the future from

the Bast,” He thought that if you were an efficient go getter in the past
b —

why that would predict a good future for you. So that is the title of his

auatgbiography.

vl

IM: We are of course talking about Fir Groner ? He was quite a sucessful person

all right. alnﬁ\\'\ ’ r
Scof

RB: Yes he was. He had a boundless seer® for people that weren't sucessful. He
didn't have to look any further than his own experience to see that it was
J .(;( Sh’?\(“ ~
all ;Ezre own fault, just inefficiency and there stupidedly. If .they had
S0l s trats
just a little bit of senee they wouldn't have been in sert—ef—strates as they

were.

-
5

Do you know Mr. Groner ?

&

o No, I just know him through his very revealing biography.
L=
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il

\qu)lM: What do you think some of the drawbacks of living in i%i:ﬁ:igg?ggsfthave
been ? The weather for one, do you think that is quite a role ?
IM: Yes, this severe winter climate of rain must surely have dampened everybody's
spirit. Some years are worst than otheri/ when everybody gets very gloomy
and depressed. ﬁv}until lately, untilvthe enthusiasm for keeping the

ruph\L &
Oregon green and so on, why then unt—3l about 1940 it was common than not

Some whele afoo "‘({
to have a big forest fire raging somewhere/yp’in the hills. And of course
that filled the summer air with smoke. Somebody that has a little poem
about Oregon that was either vailed in smoke or hidden in fog or mistg You
could never see it because it was all concealed and there is something to
that. In the days of th:; forest fireﬁ)why it must have been tather a rare
distance
1L day. It was a rare day in summer when you could see any differenmt. So that
must have been a trial too.
e
IM: During the 30's when the Tillamook Burn“fer-Tillamook forest fires were
raging did the smoke from those fires reach this far ?
RB: Oh yes, The big one I remember especially. But that was moving behind a
strong east wind so the smoke didn't come back this way. But all of Tillamook
J yO
.“:25 black as midnight. Even at noon during thelﬁﬁgﬁtrof the three days
lf-ixl’iamoo I .
of the fire, but they had to turn the street lights on all day in 1. =
31 must have been something to experience on that side because there was
lots of cinder always floating about too. On this side it was just a spec+'—
tacle, you could look all along the éoast g%nge front there, you know could

see these tremendous columns of smoke rising about six miles into the air.
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And at the top they were mushroomd shaped. They weren't just stationary

N oH .
either, they were in ic motion and tremendous turmoil‘Il was really

13 8 B

something to see. That was one of the driest summers on record. There
hadn't been a drop of rain since early May, ug showers at all and there
wasn't any in the fall either till November. So it was a six month period
‘9 dl‘ﬂ? OE
without rain. Southern California conditions you see. But those things can
happen here, it is a very variable climate.
Washingtor (oo
Well another depressing thing about W&shfiéb. weuld be that there are never
have been very many opportunities here for ambitious young people, so the
ambitious and intelligent, the kidf with real drive and genius had to recon-
¢
cile himself, {[n all the very few cases}had to reconcile himself to etther

twe?
N°\llf\5tt°l

o Portldnd or more likely to San Franeisco or New York or Chicago. I

| eav” -
know many cases that the bright kids in my class§ Idwghld here angpt them
VQS\TS%PJ
and " Oh he is over in Wash'JD.C. " or Chicago. Because there just wasn't
Gpporhw“ﬁeb .

enough «eppertunitys. Too many of the brighstbrilliant young types had to

leave or thought they did.

‘ (§TJ)LM: When you mention opportunity are we talking about busimesses- in the business

l’
world =7 ﬁ117

RB: Yes’in bisiness and also in educational world and various other things. Pagf

. el
topPortland had been a back-water in arﬁf abd music and architecture so hte

urTh“JGS¥”(—f p-
typical n artists have moved to New York or somewhere else to Caldgmfk
And there has been some of course that have stayed here or have come back,
Block. P ¢
-and there has also been a very few likely composer at Lincoln City that

have come here from elsewhere, that have lived out there lives here, but not

many.
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What was lacking here in Wash-—Ce. just

the training grounds for these artists or for the ambitious types ?
RB: Yes there is really no large metropolitan center, POrtland was on it's way
to being one but hardly had arrived yet. In those days it was very primitive
provinaa \ prov inCia\

what I would say. What a New Yorker would call prevential’ very prevemtiat

until recently. It still is in tQ’e opinion of New Yorkers ,but of course with

)

every, you know with every museum and gallery that is opened and every sym-
1>
phony society that—h—as begun and every universityvthat is started, why it
% A} .
LaSTEN N ' howd 3
becomes a little les s g;eveﬁflal. So know-I would say that there is quite
Scpe—~ - .
a bit of seheets for the ambitious in the POrtland area and you can live in
Washingior>  Coonty Wash ingtor Coo-\.M
+ topif you want to commute 4®. And even within.v@n,alg.‘ we have
Pacific Univers{:ty @ghich is more respevtable all thle time. And several
community colleges wiith more and more opportunities, for what you might
call bhe brilliant type parts of humanity. But we are still in a disadvantage
compared to the New York area. But New York is losing ground in dather ways/ﬂGVS“Q
y <
'Eﬁey are becoming to fartgolluted, \@ry much crime ridden. The Mafia and Th&
‘ heqro :
V\c€) whatdﬁythey call these megero gangs, they have a pet name for them but they
are getting much to powerful, pretty soon they might be the tail that wags
the dog. R}ot of people are leaving New York for that reason.

Ceoppi ¥
IM: Do you see the dame problems eressing’up here in parts of Oregon here ?

v&
RB: Oh they are boind to yes. There are crimes agd violence in Portland and some
of them are spreading into the suburbs too. Suburbs are not as safe as some

think. The question whether we can ciwvilize ourselfes before we annihilate

ourselves.
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Wash ing
REflecting back on your years here in WC\O, wha®,do you think:it has

been quite a remarkable experience{/m enjoyable experienceq ?

( «
(ndiuidsee
Well most of the time I hadn't thought of myself as a localized imdivisualy

I have in connection with the hleritage and the Historical sSociety and with

o/ .
some of my maps,but most of the time I have more less thought of myself as~§&

as a member of the western civilization. I have spent quite a bit of my
\’\D‘\ We CO'L
time thinking% as a Oregonian or 5 ’resident but just as a Amerlcan

or @ccidental. But it became clear that not many of ey friends and neighbors

ot w e broader \ipud .
shared much enthisiasm for the/'f/?you might call the m@ they

%‘\Eey were being pretty broad minded 3 if they attended an American Legion
meeting now and then. So I could see that the place where a person Eés%ch
broad views was a big city. A person should move to New York City where
he can find you can rub elbows With/? lotsof people, Instead of saying'"Boo

l)oo h}oo " to what your saying why they will say " Amen .

)
Do you think there i s an impoxrtant for , I think we have touched up on this
a”\, d b \W\QO\N(@Q’P
or @ ed it g~ . Is fhere an importance to concern with local history
3 (S
orﬁgcal-dsgm ? :
Heniia | 5upprﬁ«um‘ .
Yes local history had a tendency to be trewtal and superfishent. It Red ho>

v ané_
that tendency. If you &d‘pthe gtobal cast of mind & are used to thinking

and polthes
about national pcr international qualities, why you will see there reflection
It &

locally too, J.t is right there,easy to be seen. But it isn't easy to be

Aim
seen if you don't think along those lines. If you are just thinking in Tl-aa-nes ‘S

of personality"and little local affairs, why the flow of international events

ay
ég'e outside your camp.
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But if you are used to thinking of the international picture, why then you
4 (&3 30‘5\\
can see it clearly enough in the local scene,because the local scene gets

art of It,
P 5 /
(GD) IMY That is something that you think people should try to understand of realize

A (et Cucets
is the interrelationships between 8ll differnt faeists of history such as

the tie between local and the state regional ?

1155t Iﬁ‘

/
RB: That is right. Of course everybody see's there is a tie and a occasional
. +H
&e@hen you wake up and there is a war on or something like that. And then

Ll ¥ [Cﬁ)\" .
g

A
you see thd local picture is not isolated from the worl But the rest of

the time it is mighty easy to just thiﬁkfz 1';Lkéll here we are, and idealic
‘(L\j]\\ C‘

little island and we don't have much to do with the outside world*.' If you

are very alert and have a mind like a card index or a computer/bh%\kt you
Thev
even aan pick out in the local scene the places where the international or

rightoN ey poi @
national effect has a direct connection for example. ™ Me in Forest

Grove is the home of the inventor of the gas tax. And the gas tax is swept

0

%

all over the civilized world you know. But right there was the guy that Bﬁ\b‘}
decided that the local people would never stand for a local tax to fix up

n
these muddy reads. But he wanted good roads because he,zﬁg just bought

_ ' himself a hutmobile or a ‘Etanleyﬁxeamer and didn't like to go chugging
along from mudhole to mudhole. So hé wanted good roads and he was part of
“ £
[. - the good roads movement. So probably some kind angel tapped him on the
i
: : _, " shoulder/ some night down in Salem there and he ﬁot the brillant idea of
! . hemmed and NAwS b e ) we i1
== the taxmn gasoline. So they trimmed—and—haad and they said, IB8Ps try it
4 ol ﬂ"wx
l hils and it wasn't three years before every state had gasoline tax.




AR RRRERRERRRRRREY

Page 78
Mr. Robert Benson
Accession No. LOH 78-191.4

Who was this now ?

representatie, @ \Pﬂ\slﬁr“‘@,
His mame was Graham. He was a state represenative—vf—iegisﬁztUre from

Forest Grove.

Well Mr. Benson we are running shaort of tape wnce again and maybe we have
time for maybe one or twoﬁzg;;ents. Do you have any closing remarks that
you woiuld like to finish wup wath then ?

Well there wi 11 always be a place for local history and all I can say is
that it is tied in with other kinds of history to®, You should approach it
with as much as a broad outlook as you can because the redl significance

is sometimes hidden ftom.supe{Zficial observations. If you dig a little

/n\'c v {QS"‘\WJ
deeper you can find ties to grand human géstif? as we might call it.
o S\
Well I thank you very much Mr. Benson. I think this has been a wery valuable

conversation.

Meye ¥
Well it has been a pleasure Mr. Myeégz

BRI INtar P8, ¢« v v b 4 vt oE




