Congregational Church Has Active
Part in Governmental Affairs in
Early History of Tualatin Valley

CHAPTER II
Breaking of the Frontier—The Con-
gregational Church

Unlike the European sense of the
word, the American application of
the word frontier involves a clear-
ing away of forests, underbrush,
and the eventual disappearance of
wild animals. A highly developed
civilization within a short period re-
places the savage life of the native
Indians. Instead of marking a defi-
nite border between countries dot-
ted with military posts and fortifi-
cations as is the case in Europe, the
American frontier marks the push-
ing back of the wild life by- the

westward moving civilization. While |

this frontier was moving westward
from along the Atlantic seaboard,
and gradually climbing towards- the
summit of the Rockies, like a spark
from a rapidly moving fire that
shoots out and starts new blazes in
another spot, there sprung up on
the Pacific coast a new frontier.
Among the earliest of settlements
to spring up along the Pacific was
in the Tualatin Plains. The very
earliest among the settlers to this
region was the Congregationalist,
under the leadership of such men as
the Rev. John Smith Griffin and the
Rev. Harvey Clark. They settled on
the plains even before there was

|any form of government in the Ore-

gon country. Fort Vancouver was
the important trading center of the
entire Pacific Northwest. The Meth-
odist under Jason Lee had come in
the thirties and had started mission
work at what is now Salem. Whit-
man was actively engaged In mis-
sionary work at Walla Walla. Ore-
gon City was the important point
along the banks of the Willamette.
Astoria had been an American out-
post for nearly thirty- years when
the Rev. Griffin, first representing
the vanguard of white man, came
to the Tualatin Plains region in
1841.

William Doughty and his Indian
squaw, Pigeon Doughty, were the
earliest of settlers to the Plains.
“This family were the first family
of settlers in these Plains and for a
time (although Mr. Walker’s family
came in at the time and also George
Davis) were entirely alone and un-
der great embarrassments in getting
provisions. The fact of the family’s
having held on and having become a
permanent settled family speaks
much for them, as also many other
things I might also name for them,”
writes Rev. Griffin in his records on'
file at Pacific university. Mrs. De-'
sire C. Smith-Griffin, wife of Rev.'

(Continued on page six)









| First\,bongregational Church Was
Organized in Tualatin Valley in
1842; Probate Matters Interest

CHAPTER II (Continued)

Handling of probate matters in
pre-governmental times is illustrated
by the following:

“Know all men by these presents,
that whereas, I, Jacob Green, of
Southerland county of Basel, being
about to take a trip to California
for cattle, and knowing the dangers
: of the way do hereby, in the person
of J. S. Griffin, make my last will
-and testament.

“And be it known farther, that
in case of my death on the above
named intended trip, I do hereby of
my own voluntary free will, give
and bequeath all the property of
every description belonging to me in
America left after my decease and
burial, to the now unmarried chil-
dren of Mr. Williams, a near neigh-
bour of Mr. Griffin’s, to be equally
divided among them as divided by
law in such cases.

“And be it known farther, that
this my last -will and testament, is
to stand as such, unless I may here-
after of my own free will and in
sane mind make other and find dis-
positions of the property belonging
to me in America. ]

“And be it known farther, that
for the purpose of carring with ef-
fect this my last will and testament,
I do hereby appoint J. S. Griffin as
the executor of the same.

“In testimony hereof, I do solemn-
ly affirm the above to be my last
will and testament made of volun-
tary free will and in sane mind in
the presence of J. S. Griffin this

thirtieth day of May in the year of
our Lord One Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Forty-four. Signed, Jacob
Green.” Y

In this document which follows is
an example of early contract labor:

“In consideration of the above
years labor and careful interests in
my behalf, realized as specified
above, I, J. S. Griffin, agree to pay
the said James Belien, two hundred
and twenty-five dollars as follows,
viz: eight dollars on the merchants
and otherwise equally acceptable to
him and within the year and as his
circumstances requires. Also three
tame cows, free from bad habits,
and easily managed by those ac-
quainted with them, and averaging
with the present values of a brown
cow, and red cow known to John
Nickols and now in my band; the
three cows to be delivered at the or-
der of the said Belien within three
months after the expiration of the
years labor as specified above, and
with their calves a week old and in
good plights for family use for
thirty-five dollars per cow and calf.
Also one young bay tame mare
known to John Nickols, for forty
dollars, and to be delivered or be-
fore or one adjudged of equal value.
Also the said James Belien is to
have included his board and wash-
ing as a member of my family.

“It is also understood that the
said James is to be worthy of kind-
ness and respect and to receive the
same in his relation with me. Done

(Continued from Page Five)
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= Rev. Grzf‘in s Record of ; Bzrths
% . ¢ and Marriages, Which Dates Back

‘ 0 to 1842, Provides.\ Much Interest

Last week facts of the case ask-
ing for the dissolution of the South
Tualatin Mission were presented.
The division follows:

“I do not find the said document
to contain a constitution an
agreement.

“At this time Brother Clark would
make no more effort to show any

agréement whatsoever; but would
submit the question for decision.
As to What Relations Have Existed

Both agree they have advanced
with hopes and fears as to success-
ful -effort in behalf of the Indians;
that they have of late come to a
“mutual decision to separate their in-
terests and responsibilities in behalf
of the Indians and to give up the
Mission.

“Question submitted as to what
relations have existed since leaving
the states.

“Both agree their debts and
credits stand as a firm up to the
16th instant.
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Decision -
1st—I find a mission existing pre-
vious to Brother Smith’s efforts in
its behalf.
- 2nd—=Since Brother Smith left
“Quiney I find him devoting his la-
- bors, advice and the use.of his prop-
. erty, took with him, to the aide and
object of the mission.
3rd—I find him risking himself
and property.
4th—At a time I find the Mission
located on this ground and Brother

Smith taking the management of the
property belongmg to himself and
the mission in behalf of the obJect
of the mission.

5th—I find the losses and gau.
of all private property took from
the states, private gains and losses.

6th—At this time I find the mis-
sion given up as to its object but
existing in accountability to its
property.

7th—I find the losses and gains
of the mission, mission gains and
losses.

8th—1I find the loss of the mis-
sion property so endangering
Brother Smith’s property, as to give
him the right, respecting the man-!
agement of mission property, to
give him advice in the strength of
vote.

9th—I find Brother Smith faith-
ful in his promises of aid to the ob-
ject of the mission and see nothing
but the same also may be said of
all the members of the mission.

10th—Although I find Brother
Smith risking himself and property,
I find him doing it upon security of
this object arising from the strength
and force of the mission as with
apparent honesty presented to him.

1ith—I find a deduetion from
this security arising from more or
less failure of one of its members
from a growing dlspusttmn to mel-
ancholy.

12th—Xf, since the diminished
size and” value of the mission,
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