
The following oral history interview is with Ralph W. Raines, a long-time 

resident of Washington County who has grown up around t he l~ber industry for his 

entire life. The entire interview is over three hours in length in which time 

a great many topics are dis cus sed ~r touched upon. The conversation g~nerally 

follows a chronological order beginning with his grandparents coming across The 

Plains and eventually settling in Oregon. Ralph's Father , Waldo, began logging 

in Washington County around 1915 . After Ralph was born in 1920, the older Raines 

began a sawmill in the old milk condensary at the twon of Carnation. Included 

in this section is a synopsis of the history of the town of Carnation. 

Mr. Raines contites the story of the sawmill as it and the Raine~s family 

strug6led through the hard times of the Great Depression~ Carnation Lumber Mill 

is vignificant in the fact that only a few mills in the entire county were able 

to withstand the economic standstill of the 1930 ' s. After World War II, Ralph 

Raines came home from th _ war and took over the mill. As the narra tive contlimues, 

Ralph Raines outlines the history of the mill until which time he sold it and went 

into l00 6ing and then the tree-farming business. 

The story is spiced along the WciY with logging anecdotes , hilariously funny 

s tories, and personal experiences that loggers , men of the woods, are famous for. 

The interview is a vuluable resource tool in the respect that it covers the logging 
in e. 

industry and its different aspects from the small lumber mill, to more~echinized 

and efficient operations, to the new field of tree-farminga all told in a human , 

personal w~,y. The user is encouraged to listen to the t apes and read the the 

transcri ~ t for maximum oenefit and enjoyment. 

The interview takes place on February 27th, 1978, at Mr. RaineJ..s home up in the 

mountains outside of the town of Cherry Grove. 
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Lloyd 1:leyer: Firf;t, I would just like to ask you a few ;ue~·tions about 

your : ersonLl Belf; ·.s fa.r P-S where ,;ou were born and ,/Our aue <md ~rour 

bi:rthplece. 

Ral!•h V/. Raim~: \iell, I've been thir.kin.:_ ~tbout this 2.nd I thou_;ht r::.aybe 

I would cor:1e k th; •t. / 
after I srer:d 'i brief rr.FUIDe or, the folks hPre. 

11.:: 0 .f.. ·./r v ' dor. 1 t JOU S t&rt thu t W••,;r frorr: t':e very be ·irr i!'l 0 f the 

~<.aine f8.r:lily the:-•• 

.t:R: Well, as far b· ck as I k!:ow, so!!le of the Rai:2es 1 I think there is s 

sor:1e kir.d of ~t '-''Tee. t-~re t uncle of raine b2: the n<:U"ne of Lav.rence .:taines 

r..!1a r~.ar.:r liaines vere lib> the Gre·'t 1\Ii._;-.,..;tio!'l we~'t. This WL:.S at "1 tir•e 

wtich "' .. ~ 0 rei..t ir.fluence an the mi~T'.l.tior. west. Like the old <>d"- e, 

"Go \,Lst Youn_; l.b.n. ·· Well; re 1 s ri 0 h't ··bout th~1t but it's a hard life 

too. i'.f&r.v 1 eo~lt. returr. bc~ck to the i:.'!st b~=>c::..use they cculdr 1 t f'!c.r:di 

~he ~c:.ff out here. It •.v;_;_s too rou_:h. !.~y fCOl-le come Pnd the,y sto1 pedx 

for some re~so:2. They mu! t have had a b d set of sceres b~ck e·ct of 

sorJetLin(.... .Si ther th~tt or the./ didn 1 t K:•ow an,;r better. I.m .. re'1ce and 

l1Lry Rai:~e::: c..re buried in Dodc;;e City or. the ric__bt. ~ice of tte tr~ cks. 

brothsrf' b;y the n:o.m.c 0 f H·.rve,/ E.nc. th~ ath·.~"' brother I don 1 t know were 

':'he two brothers c.eciced to <>rlit. ThE::y were in the ln:t nf the we:tern 

miur,_ tion. The '1ew 0:::-ec:,on '.:'rail w·.s newl"' o.' r:t.::c Uf. Of course. the 

Sc:r..t:~ Fe Trail W< 3 2.'1 oldtor tr·.:..il. One brother cr.ose to _;o tne s~ntPc 

}'e T:::-,_il rend the ot.her brother chose to come to R Ore~·on. 
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Th~ otner brother 

l 
There's f"! 1A.itG ~ bl:!'"lCr1 of Hair..esJIIi' do\'r ir: rr\E..'.·-s. 1l,( '~e :-lll relt tPC 

but l do;;. ' t ::-:now ·_ny of t::.er:J.. ..JC'~"' of the r. C'c t f·,mous cnes 1 kr·ow 

L1: They wPre _ovie ~ctors1 

I 

.i.rt: Ye;;,. 'rhe li::...ineL~ tr1c t took the !Jan t_ Fe ':.'r,... il ::...s I s::i-', he 

sto_~ed off in ~e~~ H8 ~ot ir.to trouble dcvm there. He i•tt:c 

caue;ht ..;teeling hor e:.. by one of the local r: .cchers and some of his 

cov/bo. s ana the~,- h>'d <. li t.tle w•;' t of the recoo ..; ~ tice dovm there. 

Sor,1e Jud;:..e {oy beE:.n JU~ tice down there ·;fld _ ro: .. pt1. hun,_; him from 

3.n oa.k tree. ;,nyhoVI, he •. ;o t his '· ter:1winder into r or,ethin down the.,.·e 

lon._. erouwh to ;...st the -~- ines ~ t .rterl . (l· f Uihc) Harve. ~··.ineF' thov_'h 

he v ·.s '-! r."oY"e l w-·~bidin.,; ci ti:~en end he too:<: out a :SLC •md ·.cruired 

i:r'J~ert ... in e little lr..di"n town by t!e r.f'me of \ie:~'e in whc:.• i~ 

now the btnte of Idsho. I'm not sure ho~·; to pell th"'t. .• but it's 

Ul the ele··rwe:.ter .River out of lcv:i;_ ton. There, he m:o~rriel ., breed 

Indiun uirl off the loc<:l reserv:o.tioYJ. I '-'uess thPt m2.ke. :~e about ·m 

1/Bth Indic:.n or sometLin-... like tJ · t. Ho\'IEV~,r, I don ' t k ..:!':ow any 
ri 0 ht 

of it. ..!,y Daa, the .:. icture or the ·:.e:.ll thPre he cnows Indi·.n. Ee 

~v· ~rth_v, but he wc-.s G.n oddb·_ll C'U' rterlreed. ::e \', , ~ blue-eyed 

Incii "'· .~blue-eyed QUarterbretd vhich v: s V'=.!'J unusual. 3ut '<ny"···_y, 

.!JUt 'illyhow, he mt:.rriec ? -...irl tt.ere by the name of Susan. her r'l<>..iden 

name ,., , .. " rs r all. SU<mn Marsh r l L 
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!:_.-cq (cont.) They ~roved ur on their claim there ·mel they evc-'·twllly, I 

tnink it w< <. ,.rounu the tur!l f the centur,y, ~ome.,..here <round in there, 

l91U or [·or1ethin0 like th:c.t, corr.e over by- hor['e anC. ";ac;o": into portl<>.!ld. 

There wc:s 'three brothers ir th"' family and one sister. (2n) Oscar E in· s 

v< s tr.e ola.est one and then Ro.; He.inef; and then V,ald0 E::.inef, D.Y f"'ther. 

Boys left n ue c;t '.l :.··t...ch e~,rli\0-r '.ce then. The level of educ•,d:ion \'.::1:' 

about the ninth '-rade, j1mior hic:;h schoilll I ~uess ou n0\'1 C'<cll it. My 

f<.ther h9a. a ~linth '-'r Ge educittion, but he left h me i .. t P.._;E-' ltL "'r:d workeci 

in u. r.in,_)e r•Iill ·ct Index, \,u.;rin0 ton. I think it '' s the (;reat ?·]llf' 

SLin._,le Com:Jany. I have c.. l icture of bim he-re sometlece , at q_;e 16 

~ith t ~ bowler on sittin~ with th~ shin._,le crew. ' :t.ventu.1lly, he come on 

down to lortlanCi ?nd b" thi;c time his brother o~c· r, hh• olde:t brother, 

\'.' s ulre:.:.u.; out here in this country 'nd hc:d 'l ·nill •·t '}ales Cre._.k. 

r..,y Dad JOined llinJ t.here. Th·: •; \•. 

The:; sr:·.miL.eci there. Of course, thos, days, wh,:., tr·• ns_rorb. tio." nd 

logf3·int, w· s very difficult ana systems of lo0~in0 were not develo}•ed 

a"' to v:here could tRE transport loe:)_; very fer to the sc_,wmi 11. So, you 

<J.l\';' ys ooved the mill, in those da,;rs, you rnoved the r.Iill to wLere the 

tin:Ler w·s. Well, the~r ' d loe:;8 2ll aroc...nd r" CL''tain ·.rea and they'd 

move t.he •.. ill. \',ell, it \"L.6 decided bJ the brotr er: th t trleJ would 

r..ove from Uc..le" Creek to 'the Sco,_, ins v·~lley ~:Jrea. 'l'hey set UI' the n:ill, 

the/ moved. the r..ill, by team 2.nd v.agon. :.Iy mother wa · :::. p ,.t of th<-Jt. 

She was a 1-'ortland cirl. She stemned from a f·mil.t that come from 

Kentuck:r una !,.iEsouri. Her f<•tner, m:r Gr::...nci~JL., Grabeel w ·S tbeir nal'le, 

circuit-ricer~ around broadhe:.d, Kentucky. l.~·t2blL,hed, town lJ ck 

there, Grabeel. I don't K<aw know whether tbht's in Kentucky or :.Iis:..:ouri. 

SoP.Jeplace there. 
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rtl:~: And tr'<~t town of Grabeel is still in existence tod·~y I under''tend. 

But, he come West. 'l'hey were whe·"t f<;.rrners ·round Ionl' and Heppner 

country. Sor:J.e of rw second-hand r 1 'i ti ves are s tell there . I've 

met them nd a.cr;uai·.ted. with them. Hut anJhow, she w s a Portland p-irl. 

-..ui t-e a reli'-'ious family. My ~ather and, her r.c::'ne W' s Idus, Idus Gr:: be- el. 

\,hen they \'-'ere first rns.rried, wh~,-, she helped ·:ove t!. tr-ill ; tl:e hor:·e 

cmQ te[l.l!J to Sco~uin ' s Junction. Of co'..<.ree, World \tar I w:...'.:.: on ut th<t 

tir:1e a.nd Uni tee ::>tates entry into the \%r \'.'2S eminent. Then 1917 cor:1e <·.nd 

the 0 0Verrnen t tolQ tt1e two brothEr, th t one of th m coc.ld -,t:]ly ·_nd run 

the mill but one of ther;. would h ve to co in tbe dr<cft. So, it W2S 

Father 
decided my brother heing the ioun....,e" t, he VIO ld c;o in ·he draft Rnd his 

older brother 0f'C&r would run the oill. . nd a~·ter the y,·•.r W~--lS over qnd 

my Dad returned, they went into partn.rBhi: toe;eth r and they then moved 

the mill to L~nrel. 

LM: \ihat's involved in movinc;:.:. mill? V'hat wold they use? 

RR: Horse and W'uonx was involved in· ovin._:. the mill. It was nothinz 

more than ':. few w"J.eels .:a:rui They didn ' t h'·Ve b nd-s<.ws or he<J.d-rig:c in 

those daJS· They were all circul·1r. It v•asn ' t tor> b"-d a job to lilOVt= the 

mi 11 , but it w&s done with t ea..'ll &nd \ 'J._:.·'Jn. 'l'he" . .10v ed the · 1i ll in to 

Laurel from Scog'-;ins Valley Junctio"' e.nd they sa' milled there for awhile. 

But, then they ~o a contract, ~ tie-cuttin~ contr ct. (3-.) with the 

Southern P cific R:1ilroad. So, the;y miile!.i r::oved the mill back over to 

their ••• uJ.' to Laurel when they were locc:.ted there. The/ leased the 

profe!.'ty fa:mrn the Sam Cober~tej: farnil~'· 'l'he ColJf,r~ teirs ~till live in 

Gaston, their de.cendan t s. Sam Coberstein onl~ didd he!.'e a few years 

&..:,0· he V'''S in nis seventies. 
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&.'t: The" .:tOvea the . ill in bD.ck to Sco'-'"-'ins Valle~- Junction "nd thP ;:,ill 

we.~ .:Il®Yelli loc<., ted, the oill w s loc·c ted then the Dethlefs ' peoll'-.2 })ror e"'t;v. 

ti;:..rvey 2)tthlefs is -... f<=w Jea..::-s older th~!- I 'llll· H ' ' s 2bout, :if'.TOYimatPlJ 

"bout 60 no•t, 6:J or 60. He's a re:i-1 et;'- ·e sc;lesrn£-n in Forest Grove for 

Hitsle~ kealty there, I believe it i~ sooething like th~t. In Forest 

Grove t!1ere ;:.rd. he' E a descendent of tLe Dethlefs' 1 eo~ le. They lr-,c.sec 

that 1ro: e'·t" c.t Scoc;-..ins Valley Junction froLI the Dethlefs' L'eo_. ~e. 

Then the ttird brother Ro~ joiner<. with thee at tr•. t time. !?oy worked 

in t.r1e :.. ill. Osc:1.r toibk c:::::-e of the sales, c.:.nd '-'.' D~~d did tbe 1o._;5"ing. 

He log.._cod th;1t rir.ige jm:t south -Jf Sco __ t;,ins Creek between the old T Y. 

Hi.._hway now and Stin:::of1 LUI:Jber Cor:._ ar.J. He log'-ed all ths. t rid ... / in the~e 

··ri th a te:.J:J. of Pt..rd;t::n hors·~s. 'l.'hen cc.me :;.920, June the 15th e:nd I vr s 

born. Folks haa '-· tent anC. side"r lks. They hac a 1 6 X 16 :..~ili t·,r::· 

sc:u<..d tcr.t. !£E: hi..i<l t:,ct ovu· c.. tent ~nc:. sidewe:ll and oy E'.other tells 

QOOr th t tcere w·1s :-:o airt left, b· cause it \','Ol....ld 8.11 6"0 thrcugh -t:.he 

cr<iCKS :..:~a the \',hole thin~ wn: bu.il t out of '-'resr L" .. bsr to st. rt "'i th. 

',,hen l·t c:._·ied it all shrunk u~•. There ·:res c:.·acks i~· the:: floors. (l·u he-\ ~ c. teo "; 

I.lJ firts yeo.r; I l,Ut ir tne; i"inter of l9 ,'U there aE :.:. beb", end she s2.y:: 

there •:;rs Nov_r a d2..:,· th: t I didn ' t huve the colic. I don't know hov; in 

the hel.:.. I ever sm:rn~.oc urvi vea t.ut survi vca ! eo~ l<= did S0r:'ehow or o.ndlther. 

InL...nt mort'.li ty r< te we':" hizh in those c.·,v:..:. 

Ll.'l: Did the peo~le th~:·t worked in the ... ills ..;.lon;- 1•·ith ;rour f<•the-r ;,lso 

live in hous~s like tn t? 



Ral}'h v-. Wl-ineG 
P:.;..c;e 6 
Acces~i0!, !~o.: 10~.-99·5 

.tili: 8h ~res. In th~ S. rin'-' of 19' l, i!1 the v~ry 2·.rly S.T' '1g, why, :!)"c • 

decidea. he \';·c.ntc;c ~ to ;;o o' f sxx ~'C.\'1'1ill i'1,_; on hit' ow!1, no b;;.d blood 

between tht: brothers, b· C<tUS•' they :::lw::..ys coo}'er~·teJ and look d out for 

e<,.ch other. I.Jc. 'l v:ent to t· e co·..,~,1uni ty of c~.rYJ.·ttion, south of' .l-'ore._.t ·}rove, 

little 

nis-ory f .._hE:: corrunit~' of C<.rr>·tio'1. X0N. F.rou!:.d ~>.bout lCJl7 or 18 '·.rn·.t;o'1 

: .. ilk Com~ any hac pa:rol ert"' there ·,.nd ·:.:. r:-tilk condenser which w r 2. ''):' __ ::''1 

thin~. l',:ilk Conr:;;.nies haa. collectin0 ~oir·tE :..11 OVP'' the COL...ntr.;nc in those 

'i&JS becc.use tr ere w .s r.:ot refri d'' tio'1.. •.;her:: w .s only ice, YJ.ot refri _;'::rr tion. 

in bJ the f< rn• r hin~·elf ir; her:. e <.nd '"~..:,on. ~o, they h.2.c. tht::se li t:le 

collL ctinu ~·oir ts . 11 ovt:r. The!1 they ru!' the n,:;ilk thr•.•u""~ the co"~de1"'~ er 

and icea it a.own and so forth. C~·n tion Lilk Cc. hJd pro;•rt~ there ::.nd 

"'· c•JnCte!1~c:r, ·nd Cc collectin<-> :oi1"'t. It w·:.s '-'.'l ircorpor·ttec co: .• :::unity. 

c··,rn•ction : .. ilk Co. c..lso 1)uilt v·h••t 'NU2 c<.:.llea tr.er, r;!".e Colorie.l Hotel. 

TLere W· ' H.rt ola hotel thPre ... rirn2rily for thP houFinc of their emrloyee.s. 

But also, trey too:r. ir t"'t: 1-·ublic ·,t the s··me til"!e. ',,e kno" 'Nhy the 

railroc.Ci wer..t soutL of Hillsbore and Fore:::;t G:!:·ove, y·h:tt w·"' it I.Ir. Hill 

c.:ot irto 1-1 bic · r 0--w!!ent. He a~ui h:-:d c.. ~ill: bib· CJ.Pd-or at tl'>e t":o tov."'l2 

and he y; s ._;-oinc.., to 3how the::: wh" v:_~ ~'Jin::.: to ·,ve the l· r-t word. Et> 

cidn' t bui la. t. e rt ilro·.a. throut,;h their townt:. So, the railro·.d weYJ.t 

throl..oh the COC'illlUJli ty '- f Carn< ti C'Yl· 'l'here We- q uerot t:bere ~end I C2'1 

snow .ou ri 0 1tt where the de1·ot was. (10 Side 2 ~ape l) They built the 

hotel. Tney h'la the r:1ilk conaeYJ.ser. But they took in the ,__.e"'. n.l ~ ublic 

tr<:.velin'-' throuuh the country. Lot~- of S<-lesr er.. stol. t c. tLere for overni_;bt. 

'l'here wa< L. v: .; ·· t ti or: area so forth. 
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rlR: lJ,}· :Jeoa bo..r'-.b.t ~ro: 'rt;;- fror:: C.L. J3ur:l~, ?rho lived. in Ne·.·berg. I d .. r:':; 

oocto=-. But then tr.ere w· s J:;u.n Bur~~ 

',l::.:o ir-. Fort:.:::t Grove, his brother. He w • c. l· VT;;'er. In t. c l_ ?J' c· , why 

Dun .EuL<, c..nd dec~r u~ i to tte thirtie:., and l.J1til the time he rt>tired 

even, J_!", Bw:..~ took c-ore of J.lot of the lc\_D.l Y:ork for r.v f~.ther. J11~'t 

""er,e l 1 w wo"·k. He bo· .... 0ht rro~ erty from the Bw.1ps thu·e. Ther there 

.,.,_s <. "'ener;-'l mercf:R.ndi::;t; :::tore. T.c.e o:. t office w~s in the same store 

ri 0 ht e:.,. lly where, wh t is now Willa.'llette Industries Ret;:..i::_ Office. 

RiLht e;.c...ctly. Jut in b.cz<: of the buildin~:· trere i::- wr·ere thP ;o::.:t officp 

w: .. s. I ' ll show you v:here thP e}.'·Ct loc tion WL.::.:. I kno·;; eY ctly \"here 

it is. 

There w:.s aL..o co. livery st._ ble v:here :;0u could rent horse ·.wd te- r. 

There,.,. livery Bt:bl. ~ 'ill over the country. 3eC':..U~;e wher you war.t T\ rlA e 

alot of times you went on the tr[.in or ther.. v:hen you c.:ot there you ej ther 

rented a srddlehor.e or you rented e. buc;e,;y. There w· s c-; livery st<ble 

there. ':;;he .:.lother1ier peo; le ownf~C that. The.v hed the ,;enersl store, •;ne 

l'Odt office, fnc the livt~rJ stable. Eventu;.;.lly, ::.t. t.nnS!JOrtation, roc,d 

in· nd ·.·.e~e rr:echanical.:.y sound, _!.eo~le und~:or~tood C:.. little r.:ore ._:;out 

how to run "the thinc:;s and how to ch<tnt_,€ tires r nJ. ,·ew thine:::: l ik tlv:. t. 

Of cot..r;:;to-, -cht?se li ttl,; r..ilK condenf:'ers, milk collecting oir.ts all 0v.,r 

the coy.ntry 1e0 ~ r> to v~ish. So did C:::rm:.tion. ~ The incoqorr::.ted 

'-ornmuni t..r of Cc....rnc ti on diminL;hed. 1.!.,)' t f:.. tner then, with i.i mill there, 

v:nich he h•.d, owned f:'Ome of the .t-ro_ er·t.>, he had le sed .::or1e · ro1 e..:.'t,'' 

for his uill site from ~outhern P~cific. He sawmilled then from aboQt 

19~1 tc c.bout l9<:'Y. He decided th•.t he needed a r.10re rr.odern mill. ::3o, he 

tore that m~ll down, de: tructed it ... ,nd it w· s P. ciry J•trd, wh'.;.t we cc....ll 

a H'.) •• •rd ··ill. 
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rich t out on the dirt. .-.nd they L w,· t ""'-rded them L.ll ''round vri th a 

non.e, te<-0!1 of horses, bucked then into mill lenuths, wh,-cteveve:r· they 

wc~n"ted. EorL<-os, t:rey wo.J.ld lul' them into thP y'ro over, then the;:r'u 

ho: k C<,Lle on them cmd J ull thew up the loc; ~'hute into the= r;li 11. ,.nd 

I hc.ve picture~ of Udt here c_nd d·trn it I C'•"''t :End them. I':n ~·till 

"tryint, to lac~ te tho, e two ~ ictures I W'iS tellinG" JOU •: bout. .nyw··y. 

He descructed th.s t mill ·_nd l•uil t a Df;W •. ,od<::-rn mill. One of verv most 

r.,od.,_··~ .. ill~ in th_ coc-.ntr~·· HL ~ot it fini ·hee. Of cour~ f-, in~ur·mce 

nills. .,nc · .iL. owne c.; then didn 1 
} now ho·,• to build mill th· t were 

sc:fe, r.E~i rel· "tively s,,fe from fire. Hills wr-rer•'t ·,ll too clr·sn. 

col.Lected d.mt :..nc ::;o for"th like that. Very explosive d'L...c't. I.:y ::J•d 

stc.rtea. t.o run it. 'I·· in0 ~· \\ere r~:;coverir ~· r::. ft'-'r the reco:;><>ion "fto: r 

had ~~id for L.fter si• montt. ;...!'ter he st;.:.r',E.G ruoorinc; it. 

Ut: How bi 6 of an o~ er~ ti on v;:..s the old 'JiL.? 

fu~: OL, I do n' t reLember wh< t its c::.;_x ci t:1 w::... • 20, ,;0·_ boLcrc' feet 

' 0 J somethir ~ liKe th t; 25,,, 5ut the new mill, its ca~acity 

a.ouble tha"t, ,, tout double th·.t. It w:.s 

But it W<·.s '"very roa.ern rill. The r;,ost Ul'-to-u.:~tE:; for tL:t time. 

ue hc,a some thin.., .,hort of l"u, 00 inve toent in todo total :r·roperty 

· . .nd c:::. i t<;.l iNYEs.:tEm:e:tx invN tmer.t. Total r rope. t~,- ar in mill conc;truction . 

(?0 T::.r·e 1 ..>iue 2) 
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iili; .tlut he only h1:1d about ~8,00t; worth of in,urcnce on the thing. Or: Auzu.<~t 

s the news l'a:per 

cli~_Jl'in0 s wLich JOU Eee here, cua'-"ht on fire, and "JO, J0u of that cai'itc..l 

inve_ t~Cent went ric~ht ur in SIDOr.~. It totC<_lly demolished the_ t mill. .'...11 

he he:d w· '· tl,JuJ ciollc.r, woth of insurunce. I don't huv;;; to tell you, wh.t 

W<....S it theJ cu.llt..:C. it, :!:lack October hit. The stock murket rlw.tuetted, 

the v;orlci U.e};res .. ion 'M·-~ on ;;.nd boJ, I w~..n t to tell you, we 11 ere po0r. 

1i<-b,__.ed! I JUSt dor; ' t understand the strer . .__h of :.:y Dad to, in the f<,ce of 

•;.ll t.hi~, to '--c ·.cro~ ~' the tracks south of the Southern Pacific rr,u.inline 

there, ._,outh, £J.nc:. buy t:te Carne.:.tir,n , the rerw..:.inin6 I' rt of the Carnation 

yro1-erty. He bouc;·ht that anci he wen .. throug-h the old cordea.ser 'Uld revc.lil!'e~~ 

it. with timber to lilake it s:ructurally cccept ble for S2Rllllillin0 end built 

a w s;:,.vnaill th< t we.<- bi 0 '-'er th<:m the one th_ t burned dovm! He finc.lly :.ot 

it to ._;oinv I think it v.c.s in L-1te 1931 or in e·rly '3-· DelJres.ion, I 

don't hc.ve to tell the older i eo:ple, thl De:ression "ie.s full on our backs. 

l-'eo~le, the br· c.cilines. ~ducatec< l;;;ople, c:,ood .eo1le Wf'l.lkin_; up ·,nd down 

the tro.ck~ with ps..cks on their b'.:.Cks lookin'-' for ;;.nything so the" could 

Eiend a nickel or a dii:',e of angthLng back to their family somel-·l<~~e, whE"'e ever 

they may be. Thin""s 'ere ~o tough and so desper·· te th· t m< ny C8-V8 Ul'· ':.'hey 

just drii'tea off froEl their f·.milies beer use tnes couldn't sup~ort then 

an., v."-J. There wd:- no work. Dnd used to h·cve Cl? niG·L c,S ~ 10 ar1d ~·5 

of t!.8S8 «.inci of .t-eo1le everJ nib'ht~3£-·.iR"tkendn. In the wintertime he 

wot...ld let thd~ l:Olt..elJ in tae s:~wu'. t bir. ne) t to the uoiler in thG Dill 

so they co ld . te:.~ '.'ie:..rm anc. Keep from ::.'rE:L'L..ine to d.8ic tr . 
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I.u.!: '::'he rest of thE ec, nor:1" vn<- iY! such dire str<....ichtr, w.::..s theye ouch of 

H .. i: It v.-, ,, ver;;- ,. eo.« bec::.use Wl ore h::;.d <'n..y ::aor:e~·. I don 1 t •·~.ve to telJ 

Peoi'·le 

we1·e living i!1 shacks. ':'hey were living in en ts, th y were li vine P.nyplace 

they could. fina. buLKs were lc:. de'\ ,,.i tb ~ro.~:erties :...r.d forecl091ITes from 

:c1orte_, 0 es th:.. t cr)uld!"; 1 t be hoYtoreo. Until they wPre land- .. oor b.nd 

'.:.·'-1, "·'=" h•,,_ the resid.entL .. l election. First thin~ he did w• ~ close th•' 

bt.r.J<<- .. own for ~"me fe\ d. v 9 until t.hey CO'-'ld re, C"..l.f·. Ther. he str-:-tcd th 

k}k •.vhicL t.urnec out. L t"r to le u.:.constit•Jtional. But --.t lef-lst F:!:JR .Je~v,•d 

~eo .. le. Jonetteless, Lis first four ye~rs ir. office h· ~erved ~ re£1 1 ur .. oRP, 

e_,ot th<:: c cJJ.tr:· .ovin'-- &.,_;~·:n. Beg&:: to brine this thine out of th..: dcl('r·~,..:.; 

TLinv' v.ere so b<;.d th t if toc)k · 2.· .oc. t t: c• c .c' ~ to L.rt c::;ettir . .; t: ings 

b·c.t\. ':..-:Jtil where .c.:o1l• cold live and. r.ot \.·,nt to N•~;nit suicidl', ~U."J;' 

:!'i.:.Cilies t.Jror< in c.cs1erttion. The-ce 

~Hew O">'ied :'ortlel"d ~.:_.c'inery Co::-.J.•any h<o 0\':(.-c St~r ·.<...c'iner:, So. U:1til 

he felt th· .. t he "ust could:-.'·; •t~:-:.d it :...!1.]' orE 1;.'- coulc!.n't ::.ake it an,y 

lont,er. I remer:1L r rim f&yir.;, "Viell I j..: t ;;otto ,;o to Portl· n.d CJ!1d 

tell theu to come &na ~ether, th~t I CLn't o~ke it ~o 2ore. But, They 

didn 1 t ~. nt tr.e ·tachi'1erJ. Thej he 1 r'lcccbiner2.: si ttinc::;- ::..11 ovr r thP .·c rd 

cL:;v;n the:--e l in Portl&..nd. They told hi:.ne to .;o b ck ·.nG tr~· it. 
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to com• .. out. of it. .~nd >.e IY id them off ;.:.rd he ~.l' .id SC'f!e :::ore~. r:='here 

W: ... : ..Jid tte re: t of the r:..ill s around tl:P. -~ree, did t!'H\ ._;o b.m.vru: t <...nd 

rt...'t: T"'e:r·e ,.,:_..~ c:1ly <..cbout tvro ~:..ills in the c:Junt;ry thc..t we~·p · ble to ,.,t'./ 

Co. Y10\': Ir:ter;: tior:· l Lul:=- 2.nd r ~ <:r, G.'.d Crc.wr .. Zclle!:'b' ck, \'leyerh''W'er, 

c.nc tr:ere w' s , ev..:r· .. l nw:'bt:.::- o£' '"Lth:rs 1.i ttle .. ills ltrnund the corner, 

• ou. -·r..c\. ..J_· .. in__, , fev. bo:::.~ds to 'ecll to the:. f .. rmers h re and. t e fr:r'Tl<or::-. 

v;ere intermi±t~nt mills. TLe.:· r .. iuht run .. fe;,· ri· JS if some f·-.r:·.e;r V'' nt· c 

roducc<i ·.continue:;.~ l'-.,-roL' ... 1"'. thi• • re ri.._,l".t here ..• (end of ':'are l) 
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.h.R: Ir. this :.rea ri~·ht here tl''eye was only one sawmill which rur 

conti:mousl~ and produced a st"uiy ~·,Jroll :...nd that We •• : r:1y Dad's 

C·um·~tic:YJ Lur.:JbET Co. 'l'here v;ere oth"'r c.ills on U·<> rive:· such <113 

Inuc..n-Poulson, l:.::....stern-Viestern ·mC. seven,l other r:1ills. I just 

don't l·ecall thei r..•,mes at thP ; re3e,..~t tir;,e ri..sht at the r::oment he::.·e. 

v,·l'I'e intt::nmi ttent ber..:·,use there ..,ust v·<·Bn' t the ordt::rE to cut c.nd 

.;"'-''C. full i:1ventor" th; t wasn't rr.ovir10· You couldr;'t h,-ve thet kind 

of •:,oney tied up. There ·.•:<....s. 't th t Kind of ;:-,oney. .Eut ar.y~:ow, 

C<.o.rn,_tion Lbr. Co. right :nere in thi..; immediate locelij;~' iB the 

oldest, conti!1u.ous runnin£ src\'v1.1ill "n' contir..,:ous .1:-'tl.JTOll. Even 

tnou"'.:, trt. nill has since, I sold out the :{;"·will, <.nd t' o subseouer.t 

ownerships the 12ill h· s rev .. r r::issed.:... d.'.::'s _a.;Toll, a week's r'a~oll 

since I ... e~ l rc. tc.:c. fro:: t!'e ;::ill there. Viben '·.orld V, _.r II cor.:e on, of 

cours~;;; 1 we.•: i:-: the L:.:.s t of · <Y teem ther1, 19 2U I was jt .. s t i!'l my 2ll 1 s. 

Of co~r. :;, I \,t;.r.t into the air cor. i.., 19112, aft-er Pe· rl ~rrbor. I 

ende<l u.t ·, n&vibator .nd ..;uru:er, b.e v;; bo::.hbaruwe•.t. qB5tLR bomb __;-rou1, 

rt::l-laceu,ent .'ool in Erlc.:,lLnd to t!-'.e btil ~ .. ir Force. v·e were there for '" 

few da.' , but they were so shot Ul ai'ter Nortt: ""fricer camp&ic:;"l ·md U}' 

so shot u. tnc t t:-,ey neeaed crP\'.'b ciov.n t.Lere b~·dly. s;i:>-. tet:. r_ crem of ~~, 

tooK ~u.t us out of tr:e *dth .. ir .:'or-.:·.~ P.e~l:..:.cemt:Ylt De_:-ot 'nd we ,,:ncer1 

started fl.; in
0 

the!': e:nc v;e v;f~re i:1 on tht last of +r.t PlouVPFte r.1issions 

&n~ ~outherr Frc..nce D-D'Y• 
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Polr:.nu. Vic wc:t Pol::o.nd. or..t::; uif,sior.. It wu· · lor.~· haul f0r Ls. 1-i:c:.mberJ, 

all tnos2 rortherr.. t;~ct::;ts, tht::;y .(:;re all 8th air Fnrce tarJe~~. I flew 

)t ,,,issions, tw·~ ·:1nd ,_1~1lf tour~<. Fl8w ~· oiss· ns. I ,.,, s su.•'P _::1·~c. to 

• t r.onc, I'll tell ..,ou tha.t'!' I l.~>c to tnir..lr d:v we h, d. fizht,•r «tt cks 

.;")'..l didn't l:uve tir:..c to tbid· ·.boc.t l.or .. e. YoLc be Pur~rized how whe· y0u s't 

(10 ~ure l Sice 2) 

1• uohs) i.nJWl~.;' B'.l.rvivsd :-.11 of th t. Cor..e ho!J.e }:. L'e. ..hen I c0r'.e h0f.'.e, 

wn~, I~rrivec ~·me h~re before V-J T ' _}I,..(.,, • I v;·_:..s h .... rne ~h ~·e 


