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Portland native Victor George Atiyeh is a first genera· 
tion Americ;:an whose father and unde realized the 
dream of immigrants, the world over. It came. riot 
through wishful. thinking, but. h~rd work that Atiyeh 
Brothers, ~es.tabUshed in .· P9rtlarid at the tum of the 
century·;· g'tew into the :·rnost successful importer and 

· retailer of fine Orieritcil rugs _ih the Northwest, ' . o.:, ·· · 
It was this wotk ethic that young Victor adhered to in 

pursuing tWo car~rs simultaneously - . one in the 
family business, the other in public service. ·· · .. 

He went to wo.r.k full time. at 'Atiyeh Brotflers directly 
from the UiliveP,itY of Oregon in 1943. Yet, even as his 
management f~Pc>nsibilities grew, he found time to 
beccime one of the· mast active adult leaders in the 
Columbia Pacific Council of the Boy Scouts of America 
and earned its highest national honors. · 

Already balancing what for most people would be: as 
much asthey~could handle, he won his district's. race for 
the state legislature in 1958 arid served three terms. He 
won a state senate seat in 1965 and.kept on winning for 
12 years. "11i _ •. , _ 

· . As Repl.lblican leader during three of hi~. six sessions 
in the) senate, Atiyeh gained his party's support for 
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goveme:>r irt 1~14.' 0emocra~ Rot?ert Straub beat hiin~ . -·~···"': .. , ... ~i., · , •.. ' •. ···~ . ·:><·'·: ., -~~~.~· '.:.trt:•-··~~:. 
But, the .next,tJme around,. the tables were. ~umed ... •,The · ''f"'- ~~·;.;_,; • :-;:: .. ,. _ ,,_ -~ ,,.\..:::11'!;. ,.,_,,\\!:; •. "'""'tP.; "'~"' . 

t had. St ub . ct" & & And . . . - ' •. v • • .... ,-..,' • vo ers : seen .. ra m . a Jon .• or .ou_r· yea~s. , . , ' d c'~ .· !' 1:·· _ •• ,:., '·J' \ ''~'< .. . • :-·1 ., ., ;; .... • • • i<.~;:{~·,3<•r··•.: 

lth h. h ld · t •t• h. · ts th ' Gov Victor G Atlyeli lh •920) · -:s' , ' : ''-a _oug _ .ecou .. pom toposlJ'(eac 1ev,emen •.. ey ·. , .. •.·' .. ..: r- 't>: .r.·· ··"":-· ~ ·,: -~.~'! ~~~ . ,._,PrQ.·~·ii'•V~,h~ri;{<· 
had concluded he was n9, Tom 1Mc<::all. ·. · · c.W~.:... · • him to.;office with nearly 62 ~~cent" P! tfj~ 'vote.:.:.~;· ·t 
b Atiyeh,·on Ute pther hand, came a~ross w~th strength , . The "dilemma facing Governo~ ~tiy~_fl i in his ~-~d 

and sel[ assurance. H~ advocated lower taxes, · g~e_ater term \yas how to create a favorable c~im~te for business· 
goy~rnJllel)t efft~ienc:yUess s~nding; a ~q~cern for ,th~ 'i ·. without co_mp~omising _.his .. q:>roh]itrrie.~.~,.-$.~~ ~v!rc?n: 
envJroomenhand·soundedas Jf;he, meantdtnH,.i , .. mental-prot~Jon.J~. ,H;•-;,4 \ },1,, ,, ;t ; , ; ) If· ... ,\'•,, 

tr:Aithough,'i phitosophically·,j,they., were z surprisingly . 'N _He dic:f , i~·, by streaml~ning the_ blo~ted .:-vork~rs.' com~ 
similar;, in · the citfzen . activist, · post-l?roP9sitiQn-·,~l3 pensation p_r,ogralJl, .~nnjng ~~~ai qf.tlle,mJ•¢:d~~ic!~ 
climate~" Atiyeh's ' fo,nn play~d o better th<Y,l ! Straub's . unitary .tax, timber contract relief froof Washingtpn, a ' 
substance.· Pulling a . .reversat of 19~.0. he whipped the · conc~ntrated.,1 . push . for~·:· tqurism·. and·' increased 
incumbent in·l974.by. almost an equivalent. margin to .. interjlational, trade,. in particular:, ~rough 'the port of 
that:.oftheir earlier .race - 155 percent ,to 4,5~rcent~ . ~oJ1la!ld, which was then able t9.., eJt~ci . an9 . f~er 

Then, Atiyeh rolled uphissleev~sanclt~eganmak!ng improve its facilities. •,· · ·p, ·.., .:,.H -; .... ·:,,.;,, .- . ., ·, 
good on'·· hiS'. campaign promise~. Effic:iencies .. were Atiyeh's governmental belt·tighteiling ,receJ~~ prai~e 
realiz~ in · ~~te· agenc:;ies, along with. ~ dynamic:,_ new and_l?~ill he wa~ able to help the needy wjth.Qreggn Food 
economic de'!~lopmerilprografll. This was a_n ~specially ' Sha.fe, the fi~~ state-funded food ~anl(~n. th~·~o,u.ntry. 
_crucial element with;the state's, ec:onor:ny ... goipg ,frQ.m . fils effo~ tq . red~c~ racial dj_scrjmipati?n~. b~eugpt 
·bad to worse_ at the o_utset of ~he 19~,. ~~"t-- ., ~.t;o. ,~,:t • . , recognitio11, frorn ~·!la!.Brith, .~icD, g_~y~ bim ~~}§l1 ~1 

~,(;.To heiP, . ~Cl!1C~ -lh_ e·· bu?get, th~ govemqf' !n~tituted · . ' · Dis\inguish~d ~rvi<:.~,A.war~. H~ \V~~. ~iJ!l.ii~~~Y.~Q9{l?f.~~ 
stat~:..we~for~1.and·-wor~ers . ~om~J1satlon; reform mea· by the. U.S. Department of JustJce ... ' ~':JrN .vlt- fl'.>'~'~·-~·, 
Sl.U'e$~ A$.pe~~ pfP9f pOSJt~v~ of hi~ ~-in~~!ity, b~ ~ye':f .r ·.·:~Unlil<e. his p~~~r .. who.~hq~ ~9~ ~b ~K a ~!rd 
cut til$ oWftsaJ~ ilir~ times,·,.~. ''ir · ''-'·'·'. J1r~s-'':1'1 ,•ua ..,~!.~ -, • teJ1ll, ~t1yeb ..gidn t.:..h~v~ .. ~~;. OP,~I9l!t.>· N'e~.Jeg}~layc;>,O 
· Seeking· a second tenn in 1982, Atiyeh pointecUo hi~ ' prev.ente<j futqre O~~g<;>Q .gqverno~ .. 1Ji~e U.$,1~1-
solfd acfn;llnistr!'tive re<:oi'd and,r his-, commitm.el)~' to d~!lts,,(rom ~r:ving,~qre.than, tw,o t~~- -~. ;.: . . ,,J'F" , 
·diversifying; the ~te's economic ~se witiJ emphas;~_<;>n 1 ii bJt@l,lgh: _no ~onger. ~vEf in1 ~tiycm)B!q~er~ , ti}E} , 
attracting new b1,15iness ~nd promoting tourism .. ·l·· . ,. • "gQvernor." . still serve~ on . its 'boa_rd. !;i~ , o~r~res·. a 
, , "Oregon'S:·e~~>nomy has been like a .stw! w.itl) _only consulting business specializing in intemation.al trade 
two ~~ng J~gs- tim~r: ana agricuJture,:~ the gOVe{nO_I' where he is· doing hi5r part to ,tum to ,reality.the' peg~~ts 
$ald. By givjng it ~ th1rd strong one, we l;>ecof!!e !llUCh · of the financial aren{l that he always feJt would plaY. an 
more stable;" Oregqnians bought .hislogic and-r~tw:n~ important role.iP Oregon's econornicJt.J.tur~. . .. •i L 
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. . .. ~\ !·.: . , ~:. ; ··--:v.'~ .r.~~I:-· .· .:~~ - . . 
~ready 16 years on the· Oregon political scene In 1966, 
::>rmer·govemor ~rk~Hatfleld was elected to serve six 
rlOI'e- on,· ~f-.o{ hi'. hQme ·state In the. u.s. Senate. 

-~eU . pri!Jlep(~~~~-;lob; . Jiat{leld nit the ~roWKi 
unnlng . Wt;t~ll4t;~~~Washlngton, D.C. . '· . 

h ne had. wh.lle go\{errior, h~, contlnued his con~m
'18tlon of P.resldent ,X,hnson's ,VIetnam policl~ ~ the 
Nlllr_ In gene_r:Qkr,~QW')!·.QQWeYef ~-..f:le had . a· positlOI') that 
)I'Ough~ ' hlr)'f \.~ng; . engagement$,,, arounc;t_, the 
rountr;y,.~" -•d--!!it;.J:+ .. -~~ · lt ,, '-·;·, . · •! ·-·· -_;-;,,- ,; -
;~Taklng , futt}.~~arit~~ of tnls bully j)uJpit-: ai}ci -:lnqt 

incidentally of:ihe hQnd.rarlums-that go with It, Senator 
Hatfleld:s: audJences l:l~ , often been Christian. groups 
Who listened attentlveJy .. to the message that , he ~ol')-
tlnues_ to. this-.day. '.· • : :· .- .. : i, •, : ' I I . • , , 

~.-To( paf'M)h~ t~. senator, "Ufe Is. taken tQO 
cheaply/-he says, contending that Chrlstjan values can 
change these · ~tti_t~s.-. "More-people, both lay ·:and 
clergy, ·. with the . conviction of their beliefs, should 
becoroe lnvolveQ lri eactlvities that sha~ our communi
ties and,' if possible, In the political procesS, itself.'! 
·. M evqell~at' b4=n•:!has never . distracted1 Hat(leld 
frOoi•, thel pragm~I~'. Qf-: hls ,job and _the probleq~s at 

. tusnddlO~•, AfW!!!Ys consistent In bls moral· vlewt~. 
,th~ . sl_t~ion ·demande_d he~ modify his political. ones 
wt)ei:J,lt ~~ ~~t:n.e to-~ up f91' hJs paJ:ty i_n 1968 .. .! 
· ,~·!J·wf~epi.lbU~s felt.'til~on :wadhelr t'!est.tx;tto.over· 
come eight year5' of· ~~ratlt r.ule and the Senator 

· from:.Or.eQQOiW~.1~ny~~~t- t)e needed.tQ set aside 
. N~ ~~-01!S.Sivtng$_~llt .Ute f~m~ .vice presl~ent 
to supPQ&;t .l:tJ.s· C~AAign. :- .. ; 'I .;: I '' ' :.... 'r •; . 

He also threw~_\he-preSttge ·of his offlc'~ behln4 a strong 
endQ~ent of~U~:Oregonlan Bob Packwood who 
was trying to UJ1se~four-~erm Incumbent Wayne Morse 
In tha1,' · ~l~lo~y~J:.Int-both .cases Hatfield's horses 
emerged .M wi~~,- '.1. -'>: . • . ·I > 
· All juplor Ill~ of th~, seniority-Imbued .Senate 

. harbor-some r~trn~t _of an entrenct)ed syst~ .th~t 
deni~ them. r~,-d~JsiO{I·maklng power during their 
first term . . ~tfleld. - however, tried to· do something 
abo~, lt •. J:ie )v~ l,IJ'lSUC<;e$Sful but he got his colleagl.les' 
a•t .. ntlon · ,:,..-.;_-. ' :-r ----·· '' ·• · - ·., • - , · -- · 
"~ - . , •. t ·.·. :· ~,. ·,~ • ··.:..' ... , . , dtt·. ti{ l ..,, L ·· -:, ~ 

· · ~-he.-~-tn~;tn).li~ e~abllshjnent as ~targe_t 
,of hia _wra~;~r~:~~q to ~~~en •. ~atfleld: WMted to 

_. r~~~.~~~ ~l.\tt~5JI·Yolunteet A!mY~ An.. ~·- h4!. ~1.t 
. ~:ijt~~MP~ . ~- AC(~~e ~ucJe~m~~~~r,t.t 
'-'t"tSY•:·,\\1:)~: 11,~;, ... 1 I ~nta~ ~-~lng)y ·~AA· 

.~le;~l~ .9.fl~?-i1u·r>~- ~ .,.1' 1 . · . ,_ , : ·:;i -~ · ,.),-: r 
-t~~~~·""~~wJ~- ~P. YIQIQ. hirn th~·o~~unltY t9 
•...-. anunpmcll$1 ~~~ate stUdy·group on-. ~fense 
s~cl}p.g;.: ~rl~.-away ~t these Issues .time end 
tl~ ~af~;- he_.flna.lly won concessions. But. during h!s 
flrst ,-~~rtn Jl;lft:lnt:ac:taPillty c~used his loyeJty. to : the 
party· to tJe ·_eeJled _ !~~ ~ue~!on. Some sa)~.he, s¥uld 
join the opposition: Hatfield stood by · his guns ·and 

.. ,. . 

-~ . .. · 
·.:' 

~ . . . . ~ ~:.: ~. 

Senator Mark o: i-fatneter : .· . 
t ' I •; , , 

weather~ the controversy~ · · · · · ·· · , .:· : · .. · · ; .· 
The voters awarded him a second term· in 1972 ·and 

new. committee asslgnmer:-ts, inch~Ing ch,airmanship ~f 
Seoat~ Pul::>llc Works Appropriatlo!lS, added to his ln~u
en<:e. ThoUgh beginning to become_ a bene"cl~ of tJ:le 
sy~, he ~Ill . call~ for l_ts ~IJinina~lC?I"' as ;weJt as 
congr:esslo"a~ term limits. t:l«t JQun.~ f~ :~1;11'1?9.rtets~~ . 
· ' ~o_ntinui~Q'Jr\ the. fo~f~ont 9(tfl:e- ~J~ .. ~~ 
"~y~st'r tfatfteiQ'' · po~tlon· w~ .. fl~oUY:ivlndl~ed.~~ 
America's Ignominious pullout from ~Vietflarn ·fn :_l975. 
He.I'JlQ'Ie9 01') to put his_ welght_:.behl,nd. such. pas~ Iori~ ~a!J 
~ntl~abo~lon and_ the. promo~~On _of . an . ~~~~mat:f<;>~ 
pollcytoove-:-co~ :~rldh~ger.~<.; ; ~ :., .. , 11 :-,. .;;!_ ·: 
. .-_r;tot _ negl~lng his co~till;len.~ at. hOme, -~tflel~~ ~
always been Involved I~ lmporta~t legislation a!f~!ng 
Oregon, especlally in the fo~st p~~;l~dl§.lry. F:¥ 
securrng· the O&C _lands for the state: to. ih~; pr:o~ 
National : Fore~ · Supply Act and ·later the . Arriei'lcan 
Forestry Ac:t: ,um~r has taken priority~. '-.~ ':':· ·-.,· :. ---. 
· . That ouUook played well for a long t1me due ~C?Jhe 

economiC-b:eneflts, but when.'environmenta} _l~ -~ 
gan to pervade. the public consciousness, It beCame: a: 
more- difficult .~ancing act. for Orego~·~ ~lc;>f. -~atqr 
as : .~11 . as.-. ~e rest . of .-.tf:le: ~tate's cor:-gr~f9nal 
del~a~_JonH ;·!, i ._ l'. •l -1 1• ;•-•.•• • __ ;, .; :·.-~. <·:: ::·. ~i: ·, · 
. Pas!ilhg t~ El')dangered Species ~~- and ~(Ide~ 

biUs _lp _ttJ,;_face. of.-.d'!-VIndl_log;·otd .g~~ ..fof, ffid~ 
while· fighting for tlmb:er Jobs has been no mean·WC:k . 

. BQt;,r~,~~~rk ~~ld;'tWying ~ reeleciedto'hls' 
fiN)'..terr;n l~jm· ar)~·oow .~ o(ih'e".'seriai.;.•s'ifaost· 
p()werfufrriembers~ has'r~~- oo\J 'lo ' •lavtrr'1 ·' '~~' --·. 

J:l , i •-clsin~~~ . ....oi . P. Y-~-~. 
· ·, -~- ~ 9Y~rcome ~-~' . ,~~--9-~~~- ~~ntW.9$1~d 
Improper ·giftS~ . won _maJC?r: ~ttl~.~~~~~ ,

1
Uje ·.P.~~~.: 

brought to Portfand sue~ federal proj~ ; .., :~.-YA 
f1ospi~l on ~rquam_HI_ll and stopped. a pl8flJo ,~)l -~e 
BonnevUJ~ Power Administration. Oregon · ma~1:Nar)t 
term Um1~ but ·It still . recognizes t~ values--of. his 
considerable dour. · · ·, - · · · · 
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Qauged by Ul~ ·~Ingle yardstick of longevity, Mark 0. 
Hatfield Is the most successful' politician In Oregon 
history. ~n ~e ~ompletes his fifth U.S. Senate term at 
the eod_ of 1999 •. he wfll have served 45 consecutive 
y~rs·~tn ·public ~~ffic;:e Including . 37 ~s governor. and 
~nlor ~tor. Not~. for' a native son born lri the little 
town of .Dallas, a few tnlles west of Salem, on July 12, 
l922. But; e continuing course high aehievement seems 
to be In' Hatfield's nature. . . · 
~er graduating from Willamette University 'r1l943, 

he served in the Navy through the remolnder of Wo_rSd 
War II, attaining the· rank of Ueutenant,'Junlor Grade. At 
war's ··end, He went on to Stanford where he'::eariled a 
inaster's·degree.ln'-1948. 8nd then landed a ·teac~lng Job 
back .at his old lllml .mater; Wtllamette. From there It 
was on Ute ,ladder · . ...._ Instructor, associate ·professor of 
poli_tlcat sciepee and dean of students. · _; ,, ' ·: , · 
· In :;1 ~ 1' rather than simply teach politics, the young 

pl'(lfesso~ dec:i~ to paf1icipete In the. process., Running 
successfuiiY'(or the Oregon houSe, he served two terms 

.~ gt~Ured a ,state senate seat. ·Finally, I~ .19:;6, he 
had ,~o -.~ave his positi<;>n at Willamette.altogether. He'd 
been :elected Secretary of State. . . . . . . 

. Two years later, in 1958, Mark Hatfield made it to the 
top~ At 36, he . defeat~ Democratic incumbent Robert 
Holmes to becol1)e Oregon's third youngest governor. 
~ ~, year,_. ln Ju)y, he married Portland t~er 
Antolnette-Kuzmanlch. Several hundre4. attended the 
Wedding of the. season. After honeymooning in Pebble 
Beach, the groom gave his bride a belated p~sent by 
wlnnlng,~e election. . . . . . . , 
r~ .. ,J"!St.: .-s: h.~ - -~~ Qffice Jn JQ~luary, fle. w0n . hl~ first 
poJltlc~ 1Vl~~- as gqve~r~ HQimes .had , appqlflt~ a 
new ~of state to {eplac:e Hatfield before leaving 
office~ -HatfleJd Insisted. the appointment was his pre· 
rqgatlve. 'nle Or•n-Supreme. Court ruled In favor of 
the .~ gov~~· A string o( succesSes (91lowed. 

.· -Dtlr~~ h~ ,first year, _he $hepherded a . ~jqr taJt cut 
throUg~. ~~ · r~lslature. The desire of several of 
Hatflelc:fs preq~rs was. realized when he accom· 
pUshed. what . they couldn't :-- the repe41l of capital 
punishment. Reapportionment proved even more dlffi· 
cult, coming as It did from the politicians rather. than the 
people. But, that too ,was eventually achieved. . 
-· ~Unning for reelection in 1962; Hatfield Improved on 
his Initial performance. Against Holmes he had won by a 
margin of more than 60,000 votes. He whipped Demo
crat Robert Y. lhomton by 80,000. Rumors surfaced, as 
they h.~ · d4rlng his first term, that he was being con
sld~Jor, ihe vice ~sldentlal spot. This time he 
qul~kly ~lched them.l,t seems he did not hold Nixon 

. ln.l.he ~ ttlgh --reg~d. tha~ he h«Jd Eisenhower. 
Televlsioi) was coming Into fts ~wn as the dominant 

mass medh,un and Hatfield made more than .on guest 
appearance to showcase Oregon. In May 1964, his key· 

Qoveino·r M~rk o. Hatfield ~· 1922)· ·. · · ' 

note address at the Republican National Conven~ion was 
broadcast across the country. That same month his 
peers elected him chair of the Western Governors 
Conference. . . . , . 

That presidential year was filled with events both 
good and bad for Hatfield and Oregon. He campeigne(j 
hard for Barry Goldwater In the Republican c:andidate'f 
lqsing cause against LBJ. He embarked on a trade, mis 
sion to Japen that showed tremendous proml.~. Then 
in December 1964, western Oregon was hit by one of it: 
wo1.st-ever floods. The govec:nor declaiecpt a . majo1 
disaster and sought federal .~!~~-, . . . ~ ~ ~ - , ~ .. . 

. Representing ~on at Presl~t.~hnsoi.'S:~!l'~u 
raJ didn't mean that the i~cwnbent wasn't fair game fo 
continued criticism from the governar. Hatfield severe!~ 
questioned the president's .Vietnam policies in an ~rl: 
~pie of the !J10r~l phU~y that· has. ¢~act~ze4 
the man thro~out his career • . , .. - . ,. ····i; , , ~·., ·· 

A devout Christian, Hatfield has· always carried tb 
tenets of his beliefs into the arena of armed confll~ •. Nc 
only was war abhorent, to ~ avoided If at all posslblt 
this particular war was absolutely unconsc:lonable. I 
these views, though often assailed by OPP.Onents, he he 
always been unshakable and, In the case of V.letnam. e 
too right. , . . . 

None of this proved detrlmental.ln Hatfield's bid fc 
the U.S. Senate in 1966. Rather than seek a third gube 
natorial term, he chose to campaign for the seat vacate 
by Maurine Neuberger, who had decided not to run fc 
reelectlon.ln a closely contested ~.against~· 
tic congressman Robert ~~ Hatfield ~~ tt 
WIMer by a slim margin. One jouqaall• c;lescrl,bed. h 
campaign as "the slickest ever seen In Oregon." .And, 
was the Hatfield family's ticket to Washington, D.C. 


