
Sinking'Talley, obin C. Pa . June 13, 1865 

Hy old friend ''Iillard, As I have safely arrived a.t the domecile of our mutual friend 

David, in this land of ~ur forefathers and in talking over and over the happy times 

of the pas in Oregon and yourself and family bieng formost in our minds, and nov1 that 

we have just been to breakfast and David has goe to sho\1 his men about the days >vork 

and his good vlifo is 16'usily engaged in doing up the mornings work , I come to the 

conclusion that a fev; lines to you is due and here it is . vie are well, and David is 

decidedly so , h3ving a happy and worthy helpmate, a good home, plenty of all the comforts 

of life, a good farm in good order well stocked, in short nothing is \·mnting to make one 

happy in this vwrld and to give a fair start for one in the next . 

I have no1·! paid a visit vrhich I promised nwself, should I ever come to the ~ast . That 

was to see :avid, Crawford, our old friend . I have done so and don 1t so regret it . I 

came here on the 21st and v<ill return to \i'ashington City in the morning tomorrow. This 

is truly a beautifLll secion of co ntry and takes its name from the fact that the vrater 

sinks in the valley from the surro 1nding mountains which is grand and picturesque indeed . 

Every house is provided Ni th a spring near the rcouse gushing from a lime stone bed 

around the edge of' the valley . I s::>ent the day yesterday visiting the relatives of my 

two friends, David and his i'Jife, and a pleasant time did we have I assure you . llihe 

settlement is an old one, the improvement substantial and most comfortable, the relatives 

of David and wife are so numerous they almost am~unt to a tribe . Altoona is the largest 

town about here and about 8 miles from here in on the Pacific RR and considered to be the 

best road in the United States and it was decidedly the best I have seen. In fact it's all 

nearly a town heareabouts, a mineral such as iron and in some localities lead and 

zinc is to be f'~und . Lime, lumber , and coal attract the attention of the capitalislt.s 

here \·Jhich gives labor to the thousands engaged in the business . Grant seems to be the 

man here for presedent. Theis place is about 26C miles from 1\ashington City . I 

left vaehington at 8 am and arrived at 7 pm in Altoona. I have so f'ar got along admi rablJe 

well at ''·1ashington Ji ty vri th ths business for 1·1Lich I have come tE. As to the ne\vB in 

general you ".rill seeint the ~)apers, and the news in )articular is about Cra"V;f'ord. Our 

trip from ·-: anFrancisco \·ras a )1 asant one to Ne\•l York and so on to · rashington City and 



since then I have succeeded well in becoming "'ell acquainted with many of the able 

men of our nation/,.6 . And the Indians are astonished as ,.,ell as myself at the wonders 

we have seen and a trip from Oregon to California and along the coo st to Panel!la and 

so on to He>·T York thence through Philadelphia, 3al timore and dozens of life 1 s important 

places should and will astonish any one \'l'ho is not familiar with the geograpt~Jy of our 

country. 

Crawford ' s three big brothers are here on a visit to see us and all of them are large fine 

men . Dave is a good example of them all . They are first rate men . 

Can 1 t say when I \•rill be back . The government pays my expenses to and from Oregon. 

Give kind regards to Judge Gri m, Duval and for you r ,.,.elfare our lasting good vlisht s . 

Robert J.Je'I'Tell 


