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President Chiang Ching-kuo's Televised Remarks 

on the 40th Anniversary of the Restoration of Taiwan 

October 24, 1985 

My Dear Fellow Countrymen: 

Good evening, everybody! 

Tomorrow marks the 40th anniversary of the restoration of Taiwan to 

the Republic of China. I would like, first of all, to wish all of you happiness, 

good health, and good luck. 

This 40th anniversary of Taiwan's restoration also marks the 40th 

anniversary of our victory over Japan. In retrospect, we are aware that 

without the great foresight and indomitable courage of our late President 

Chiang Kai-shek, we would not have defeated Japan in the War of Resistance; 

that without the dauntless self-sacrifice of our soldiers and civilians, there 

would have been no restoration of Taiwan; and that without the tireless 

dedication and strong unity of our people over the past forty years, we would 

not have been able to enjoy the affluence and prosperity of our lives today. 

Drawing from our forty years of experience, we can affirm that our 

bastion of national revival on Taiwan has truly become the beacon of freedom 

and democracy for all Chinese. 

But, we all know, too, that progress and national development are 

essentially limitless. To cherish today's fruit is not enough. We must also 

endeavor to cultivate for a better tomorrow. Accordingly, we must constantly 

remind ourselves never to overlood future challenges because of past achieve

ments; never to relax in our ongoing efforts because of looming difficulties. 

Looking ahead, though there will surely be obstacles of unknown magni

tude for us to surmount, there is also certainty, that is: we will never change 

our basic position to carry out our anti-Communist mission of mainland 

recovery, to remain firmly in the democratic community, and to safeguard 

our constitutional democracy and rule of law. For we know that all our 
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development efforts must be aimed at the final goal of mainland recovery if 

they are to truly serve us. And, we are also aware that only under a de

mocratic system and the rule of law can national development ever be suf

ficiently stable and advanced. 

Marching firmly in these directions, we will surely be able to build an 

even more prosperous and happier future. 

My dear fellow countrymen, during the past forty years the Republic 

of China's efforts guided by the blueprint of Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Three 

Principles of the People have resulted in a special "Taiwan experience" 

which has been praised as a "miracle". And through this experience, Chinese 

all over the world have envisioned the real hope for all China. But, most 

important, we ourselves have gained invaluable moral inspiration in the 

process: as economic and social development proceeds, the more orderly 

the process, the more certainly the results will accrue to our people's welfare. 

We deeply believe that with the same strength and determination we have 

dedicated to the realization of the Three Principles of the People and the 

revitalization of Chinese culture, we can certainly expand the best of our 

experiences and achievements across the China mainland. At that tirrie, when 

the great undertaking for a trans-Chinese national revival is attained, everyone 

of us will be eternally proud of our participation in the development of our 

bastion of national revival, and of our endunn,r dedication to our anti

Communist mission of national recovery. And every bit of our experiences 

thus contributed here and now will combine to make a most shining page 

in the history of China. 

My dear fellow countrymen, on this significant day, we not only celebrate 

the restoration of Taiwan with very cheerful hearts, but also reaffirm our 

optimism for the prospe.cts of the reunification of China under the Three 

Principles of the People. 

Let us join together with boundless spirit to strive for the eventual day 

of our triumph, when all China will enter a realm of glory. 

Thank you very much. 
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H.E. Premier Yu Kuo-hwa's Address to 

the Taiwan Provincial Rally in Celebration of 

the 40th Anniversary of Taiwan's Retrocession 

October 25, 1985 

Governor Chiu, Speaker Kao, Committee Chairman · Kuan, Distinguished 

Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Today, represen.tatives of all walks of life in Taiwan Province are getting 

together here in celebration of the 40th anniversary of the restoration of 

Taiwan to the Republic of China. I would like to join you in tribute to those 

great deeds and efforts in the history of our nation which assured Taiwan's 

restoration, and to express my fervent wishes to all for a bright future for our 

country. 

01) Octob'er 25, 1945, Taiwan was released from 50 years of Japanese 

colonial rule and returned to the embrace of the her motherland. From then 

on, both government and people here, guided by Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Three 

Principles of the People, have striven with shared purpose and never faltered. 

We have brought our Chinese people's intelligence and hard-working spirit 

into full play. In 40 years, we have developed, here in Taiwan, a model 

community realizing the goals of the Three Principles of the People--the 

Chinese people revitalized, their civil rights assured, and livelihoods 

improved. We have turned a war devastated society into a strong, and prosper

ous community-a bastion for our great task of anti-Communism and national 

revival. 

Therefore, as we celebrate this glorious day, all of us certainly feel 

honored and proud. . 
On this occasion, let us pay our highest tribute to the late President 

Chiang Kai-shek, who led our country to victory in the eight-year anti

Japanese war, which paved the way for Taiwan's restoration, and who led 

us onward in the post-war reconstruction and development of Taiwan. 

Meanwhile, gratitude is due to all of our countrymen for their efforts 

in making Taiwan what it is today. 

The forty-year course of our endeavors signals clearly for us that no 

matter how mighty the storm may be, it cannot obscure our purposeful 

direction toward recovery of the mainland, nor can adversities divert our 
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steady progress in the development of Taiwan. 

So long as we are of one heart and of one mind and work closely together, 

there is nothing we cannot do nor any undertaking we cannot accomplish. 

Therefore, from this moment on, under the brilliant leadership of Pre

sident Chiang Ching-kuo, let us reinforce our efforts and march boldly 

onward. 

-- In our political affairs, let us devote ourselves to the principle that 

"the people have sovereignty and the government has ability" for the pur

poses of perfecting our democracy and safeguarding our freedoms. 

-- I~ economic affairs, let us pursue continuous growth, further increase 

people's income, fairly share our nation's wealth, enhance social reconstruc

tion, and improve the quality of our env.ironment. 

-- In culture and education, let us make every effort to streamline our 

education syste~, and to revive our traditional culture as well as create an 

exquisite modern culture. 

-- In our society, let us fully restore social consciousness and create a 

law-abiding, responsible citizenry; let us enhance our rightful devotion to 

mutual aid and cooperation, and establish modernized conceptions of tradi

tional values to serve as a driving force for our nation's further progress. 

As we celebrate with jubilation this Taiwan Restoration Day, we should 

never forget that our one billion mainland compatriots live in a cauldron of 

misery amid a witches' brew of Communist tyranny. 

They long for this system of democracy and the fair sharing of national 

wealth provided in accordance with the philosophy of the Three Principles 

of the People. They yearn deeply for a free and open society: The arrival 

here in the Republic of China of anti-Communist freedom-seekers, one 

after another, demonstrates our mainland compatriots' expectations of us; 

it is an indication that they are calling for our help. 

We must rededicate ourselves to the reconstruction of the mainland from 

our experience in Taiwan's own reconstruction and development. We must 

ensure that the accomplishment of our great undertaking to reunify China 

under the Three Principles of the People is accelerated. 

President Chiang Ching-kuo has admonished us that: "Our own country 

shall be saved by ourselves, and our own road shall be opened by ourselves." 

Forty years ago, we restored Taiwan with our own strength. Now, we will 
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also restore the mainland with our own power. 

So, let us work harder, chins high and chests swelled, for a bright future 

with supreme confidence, perseverance, and resolution. 

Thank you. 
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Address by the Rally Chairman, the Honorable Chiu Chuang-huan 

Governor of the Province of Taiwan, to the 

Taiwan Provincial Rally in Celebration of 

the 40th Anniversary of Taiwan's Retrocession 
October 25, 1985 

H. E. Premier Yu, Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentle

men and all the Participants of the Rally: 

Today is the fortieth anniversary of Taiwan's retrocession to the Republic 

of China. As representatives of people from all walks of life of this province, 

we are gathering here at this rally to celebrate it with all our hearts. We are 

indeed honored by the presence of H. E. Premier Yu, the Governors,Lieutenant 

Governors, Presidents of the Senates, speakers of the Houses of our sister 

states from the United States of America and all our honorable guests. On 

behalf of the Provincial Government and people of this province I wish to 

express my sincerest gratitude for and heartiest welcome to all of you for 

being with us at this great occasion. 

It has been exactly forty years since Taiwan was retroceded to the Re

public of China. We have decided to hold such an extraordinarily large-scale 

celebration of this auspicious day because we want to, by so doing, remind 

all the people living on this bastion of our national reconstruction of the 

facts that Taiwan's Retrocession was made possible by our whole nation's 

perseverance and fortitude in the eight-year Anti-Japanese war under the 

great leadership of the late President Chiang Kai- shek; that also under his 

and President Chiang Ching-'kuo's inspiring leadership in the past 40 years 

Taiwan has made tremendous achievements in the fields of political, 

economic, cultural, and social development; and that we therefore have to 

exert greater efforts, in the same spirit which prompted us to struggle for 

Taiwan's Retrocession, in order to carry out our sacred mission of creating 

a much brighter future for our nation by laying a much stronger and more 

solid foundation for national development, and thereby completing eventually 

our great goal of building a new unified China through the Three Principles 

of the People of our founding father, Dr. Sun Yat- sen. 
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Program for the Rally 

I. Parade welcoming the National Flag of the Republic of China, the Em

blem for the Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Taiwan's Retroces

sion and the sign boards bearing the theme for the Celebration. 

ll. Rally Ceremony 

1. The Rally Ceremony Commences (Ruffle and Flourishes) 

2 . ALI Present Stand 

3. Rally Chairman, Governor Chiu Take His Positi n 

4. The National Anthem of the Republic f China 

5. Three Bows to the National Flag and the Pqrtrait of Lhe Founding Father 

of the Republic fCbina, Dr. Sun Yat-;sen 

6. Th Reading of the Congratulatory Remark by His Excellency President 

Chiang Ching-kuo 

7. Chorus, Song of the Taiwan Retrocessi n Day 

8. Address by the Rally Chairman, His Excellency Governor Chiu Chuang-

lman 

9. Add1·ess by His Excellency Premier Yu Kuo-hwa 

10. Address by the Representative of Di tinguished Guests 

11. Announcement of the Proclamation of the Rally 

12. Salutatory Messages to His Excellency .. President Chiang Chin~-kuo and 

Members of the Armed Forces 

13. Mass Cheers 

14. Ruffles and Flourishes 

15 . Completion of the Rally Ceremony 

III. Chorus and Performances 

1. Choru 

{1) Song of'I love China 

(2) The Mei Blossom 

2. Folk Art Performances 

( 1) Dragon Dance 
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(2) Folk Dance 

"Happiness Year after Y eal"'' 

(3) Aboriginal Dance 

"Unity and Self-strengthening" 

(4) Performances by he Honor Guards 

'The Great Armed Forces" 

(5) Dance of Great Unity 

IV. Completion of the Rally 
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PROCLAMATION 

Taiwan Provincial Rally in Celebration of 
the 40th Anniversary of Taiwan's Retrocession 

October 25, 1985 

Today is the fortieth anniversary of Taiwan's retrocession to our nation. 

We are here celebrating tllis significant day with all our hearts. In doing s , 

we cannot refrain from remembering the revo.lurionary martyrs 1 four nation, 

nor can we forget the one billion fe llow countrym n of ours who are still 

suffedng in the Mainland. For this sake we wish to issue the fall wing pro

clamation: 

Historically, Taiwan is an inseparable part of China and an integral part of 

the territory of the Republic of China. It is now the site of the legitimate 

government of China and has been the bastion for carrying on the cultural 

traditions of the Chinese people, and the savior of our fellow countrymen 

on the Mainland, who have been anxiously expecting us to save them from 

the Communist rule. 

We shall follow the instructions of President Chiang Ching- k uo which 

he offered in his National Day Message this year: 'We have to build our own 

road and save our own country by ourse lves". We are convinced that we hall 

be able to recover our Mainland soon . W are uniting with the ne billion 

fell w countrymen Of)-·· t~e Mainland and the thirty million overseas Chinese ., 
in the j int efforts of fighting against the C mrnunist tyranny and sowing the 

seeds of lhe Three Principles of the Pe< ple at every corner of lhe Mainland. 

We wish thereby to pay our homage to the late President Chiang Kai- s hek, 

whose inspiring leadership made pos ible forly year ago our winning the 

ultimate victory in the anti-J apane e wm· and achieving the retrocession of 

this Provin e, and also to all t he patriotic martyrs who had sacrificed their 

lives for our country and for Taiwan's retrocession. 

We shall not be complacent for our present life of plenty. We want to 

achieve greater prosperity and progress and more equitable distribution of 
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wealth. We will double our efforts for the sake of reconstructing our country 

founded upon the great wisdom and benevolence of the Three Principles of 

the People. We shall work side by side to hasten the downfall of the Com

munist regime so that all Chinese can share the happy life that we have been 

enjoying here ever since the Retrocession of Taiwan. 

Finally, let us hurrah: 

Long live the Three Principles of the People! 

Long live the Republic of China! 
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SALUTATORY MESSAGE TO H.E. PRESIDENT CHIANG CHING-KAO 

Taiwan Provincial Rally in Celebration of 
the 40th Anniversary of Taiwan's Retrocession 

October 25, 1985 

Dear Mr. President: 

Deep worries always inspire the sage; big troubles uplift the state. We are 

deeply grateful for your great leadership, your genuine love for the people, 

your wise management of all national affairs, and your firm faith in recovering 

the Mainland. You do all to dispel the evil, to comfort the good, and to save 

the innocent from suffering. You have redressed numerous abuses and wrongs, 

and have therefore laid an eternal foundation .for our country. At the time 

when the Taiwan Province is heartily celebrating the fortieth anniversary of 

its retrocession, we people of the whole province wish to make this pledge 

of allegiance to you. We shall unite all our minds into one will to consolidate 

all our strength and fight for the national reunification through the Three 

Principles of the People. It is our great pleasure and honor to send this 

message to express our respect for you . 

- 25-



• 

• 

• 
-e + + Ji_ 

26-

SALUTATORY MESSAGE TO MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 

Taiwan Provincial Rally in Celebration of 
the 40th Anniversary of Taiwan's Retrocession 

October 25, 1985 

On this auspici u occa i n of the 40th Anni ersary of Taiwan's Re

trocessi n we wish to extend to you all our re pect for your alertne s day 

and night in rder to protect thi bastion of national recovery and make it 

a bulwark of freedom . We are looking forward to your taking actio.n to puni h 

the enemy and to ave the oppressed people, and to rec ver the Mainland. 

We, the people of the Taiwan Provine , do solemnly wear ourselves to t he 

revival of the country and the harmony of the society; we will unite alJ our 

strength for national recon truction, and dedicate to the struggle for the 

reunification of China through the Three Principle of the People. 

We are deeply grateful for your great con tributions t and sacrifices for 

our country. We end this message to show our respect and best regards to 

you. We wish you uccess and happin s . 
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