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~- GOVERNOR ATIYEH INITIATED THE SUBSTMITIVE OISCUSSIOtl 
BY ASKIIIG THE Mii:!:IER li"~T SYRIA EXPECTED TO HAPPEN 
Ill THE lES~I;E:E :iiT~AliOII FOllO~IIIG TilE lAUSAIHiE COIIFEHIICE . 
SH~R' RE:iPOIIDEO rY ~J;\" IIIG THAT Al THOUGII THE li\USAIIIIE 
COtiFEREIICE H.c.D IIJT oUCCEEDED, SYRIA \!AS IIOT PESSIMISTIC 
AEOUT THE lEtii'.!:ESf :;tTUATIO:I BEC.~USE SYRIA Hi\0 110 

ILLUSIOIIS THAT A COIIFLICT OF SUCH LOIIG STANOIIIG OURf1TIOII 
COULD BE SOlVED "Ill EIGHT DAYS". SIIAR' SAID SYRIA liAS 
CONFIDENT THaT THE lEBAIIfSf 1/0UlD COME UP 1/ITH A SOLUTION 
BECAUSE THEY RECOGIII!EO 11011 MORE THAll EVER BEFORE THAT 

:./ If THE FI~HTIIIG CO!:TIIWES EVERYO!IE Ifill LO';;E. 

; ·_. ::.__. · 1 \~ 6. SIIAR' SAID liiE IIEED FOR RECOI·ICILIATIOIIIIAS VERY 

AMEMBASSY BE IR\IT 
ANEMBASSY CAIRO 
AtiCOIISUL JERUSJIIlM 

(A_ \J"' ODVIOU$ AT LAI_I~i;HI!E, 4S liAS TilE FACT TH~T THE LEBAIIlSE 
~ \ I ( PARTIES ARE SEF:IOIJS AEOUT ~IAKIIIG PROGRESS ON IT. SHAR' 

At1Et16ASSY J I DOll 
USUO RIYADH 

V SAID SYRIA IJOIJI D CC\iliiiUE TO DO ITS UTi10ST TO EXERT AtiEMBfiSSY TCL AJ\V 
) •. ltlflUENCE ON fH SIDES TO A~COtiPLISH A CGriPRCHISE 

C 0 N F I DC N T I A L SECTIOII 01 OF 04 DAMASCUS 071,~ SOLUTIOH ACCEPIA~LE TO EVERYOIIE. 

E.O. 1235&: DECL: OADR 
lAGS: PREl, OVIP IATIYEP., VICTQQ), SY 
SUBJECT: CR[GOti GOVERNOR i\11\Ell N;<RCH 28 COIIVERSi\TIOII 

1/llH SYRIA\~ FO~EIGII MIIIISlER 

~- (C·EtiTIRE HXTI . 

2. SUI1MARY: OHGON GOVERUOR aTIYEH'S 9il·MIIIUTE DIS-
CUSSIOII Oli MARCH 23 1/ITH SYRIAII TOREIGI~ tiiiii:;TER FAr.Ua 
SHAR' DEALT MOSllY ~ITH lfH!\11011. TilE 1\IIIISTER Si\10 THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE l AUSANIIE COIIFHf iiC.E H/10 I lOT SUCCEEDED, StRIA 
liAS NOT rESSIMISTIC, BECAl!:;f Trll" lOIIGSTeNOING I' ROELEII 
Will TAI\E TIME 10 RE';;OLVE, AIID THE P~RTIES AT lftUS!IIIIIE 
SEE11ED MORE THAll EVER TO HFI\LIH Tlil liEEO FOP. RECOII~ILIA· 

liON. HE PRAISED PRESIDEtn Gfl\i1HL FOR HAVIIIG iiCTEO !\S 
A FAIR CHAikl\lill AT Li\US•\111/E, 1:110 Sl\10 IT liAS ltlf'Or.TAIIT 
THAT, THE lEUAIIESE [Y,TRciii:>T~, 11110 liEF£ RE~POII:IELE tOR 
THEIR COUIITRY'S T"ROBlEMS, NOll f1~P£AREO TO BE ISOLIITED. 
SHAR' SAID T"RESIOENT ASSAD IS DETERHitiED TO HELP THE 
LEBAIIESE /;CHIEVE THEIR :iOVE~Uo;IITY !\liD UNITY. liE 
EIIVISIOII:i TilE S£flUUICE OF 11 S[illEr.EtiT A:: AGREliiEIIT 
AMONG THE lESiiN:£ ON PRIIICIPLE~ FOR REFORM, THEil 
ESTABLISHIIEIIT OF A GOVERiir!EIIT OF NATiOIIAl UNITY IiiilCH lilll 
1/0RK FOR REFORMS AIIO AL';;O \JORK "IJI1H THE IIITERIIAT ICIInL 
COMHUIIITV" TO ACHIEVE l'IIC01191TIC:IIIl ISR!IEll ~liiiUHAWi\l; 

AtiD FINALLY THE GOL Ifill ASh ~ir.IA TO 1/ITHDRA\1 nt:o IT 
Ifill DO SO. SHAR' RErEATEO THE FidilliAR SY.RIAII l ill£ THAT 
THE US GAVE ISRAEl A GREEII L I GilT 11: THE 19S2 IIIVA';; I Ofl OF 
lEBAIIOII Al-10 llllll "REIIEGEO" 0!1 A CE!<SEFIRE CONHI111£/IT ITIIE 
CHARGE P.EBUTHO THIS). Sll.l\~· :1110 S¥RIA DOES ~;EI. 1\ VITAL 
ROLE FOR TilE U.S. IN THE til DE 43T GUlERALL Y IIi I TIIOUT TilE 
US TH£Rl CAll EE 110 PEACE I GUT llll U. :i. ';;HOIJLO PROVE BY 
ITS ACTIOIIS THAT IT IS UIIBIII"Ell. COiiHEtH BY :ErTEL. EIID 

SUMMAR-Y. 

3. 011 11ARCH 18, OREGOil GOI'FRIIOn VICTOR ATIY£H IIET FOR 
98 tlltiUTES \liTh SYRIAN FGPEI6n HilliSTER FARUQ Al·SIIAR'. 
GOVERIIOR liAS ACCOMPAtll EO BY Vi !:RGf, AIIO FOUR IIEI:HRS 
OF HIS PARTV, llltlUDIIIG Hlo Pf:£~:; 1"DE,A tiUSIIIES:ii,;il OF 
SYRIAII ORIGIII, i.:l!l 1\JO JO•Jt;tli•t loT: ICHA\1\IEl ir TV l'f\IS 
AHCHOR~IAH HICH~EL OOI!~~IIf, Alii1 OREGOiillill IIEII~P•1PER :ili\.FF 
REPORTER ALA~l OTk!. l'lltmTfli w.\:; !;~CC:IPAtliEO ~f Ol~fCTOR 

OF AlltRIC~II f.FfAIRS OR. ~r. :ll ~~lJ',\El, A'IO 1101£ TihER. 

4. TtiF ~lltiiSTfR ~ELCOIIEO GO\'[I:IIOR AT lYEII \IIlii P11r.i ICIIlAR 
REFEREUCE TO lHE F1\CT THi\1 ATIHH' S P4KEtiTS c,;t:r FP.0'1 

SYRIA. GOVEfiliOH ATIYEJI LO!Ic~·iTULATEO THE llllll:iHF 011 
HIS RECEIIT /1PPOI\1Tt!EIIT TO HIS fOSITiOI\1\110 :>AID !I[ I<A:i 
LOOKIIIG FOR_\iARO TO Hl:i Fli\ol TOLIK OF :iYRIA Ill ~5 \ti\RS 

AUD A VISIT TO HIS ~IICE:iTRAL VilLAGE. 

7. SHAR' THfll EXPAI:DEO AT SOI1E LEIIGTH 011 HIS RE11ARKS 
ABOUT THE LOIIG·oTAIIDIIIG NATURE OF HIE COIIfliCT. HE SAID 
THE PROBlEtl liAS liOT Cllf BETIIEEII All CHRISTIAIIS ON OIIE SIDE 
AND All MUSL IllS 011 MIOTHER, DUT R!ITI:ER 1/;1$ CliUSED SY 
EXTREMISTS O:i BOTH SIDE:>, !IGGRAVATED BY ISRAELI 
AIIBITIOtiS Ill l(Giii~Oil \JHICH HE SAID IJEIIT BACK TO THE 
EARLY 1950'S AIIO TilE O!IY3 OF SHARETT AllD BE~I-GURION. 

SHAR' REFERRED 10 liiE ISRAELI IIICUfi~IOII OF 1978, REPEATED 
I~RAEll AIR R~.I~S lfiTO LFBAIIOI( IiilO II/CREASED ISRA(ll 
PRESSURE 011 THE lHJ:I/[~E SIIICE 19JG "UIIDlR THE PRETEXT 
OF SECURING THEIR IIOHTHERN ROP.DER:i." SHI•R' SAID 
ISRAEli USED THIS E:;r.u:;E IN JUliE \98~', AIID IT ~AS JUST 
A PREHXT FOR IIIVA3101·1 BECAUSE liiERE tl;\0 BEEN 110 
VI OlAf lOll:> OF TilE CEA:EIIR£ Oil liiE ll~A:IESE·ISRAEL! 

BORDER FOR A YEilr. PRIOR TO THAT UCC/iliSE OF THE CEASEF IRE 
ARRANGED BY AH6A:iSftDOR H~BIS. THI I~R~ELIS, SAID 
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SHAR', EIHERED LEBAtiOII 1!1 JUII~ \982 TO DRIVE TilE PALESTIN
IANS OUT OF SOUTH lEBAHOU, BUT liiEN THEY DID NOT ftCCEPT 
A CEASEFIRE, EVEI! AFTER THEY IIAU I,CHIEVED THIS GOAL. 
SHAR' SAID THAT THROUGH AMflA:~ADOR HABIB SYRIA ACCEPTED 
A CEftSUIR£ PROPOSAl 5EC•1UcE StRIA 1/ISIIED TO i1VOIO A 11AJOR 
liAR \liTH IT~ F0RCES Ill THE UIOA'. BUT ' THE CE11 Slf IRE THAT 
SYRIA AGREED TO, \IHICH \lAS U.~SEO 011 THE COIIOITIO!/ TIIIIT 
ISRAEL 1/lltiDR/\\i TO THE LEE,illoE OORDER, AND \/A~ BIICI'.lD 
BY A IIESSIIGE FRON PRESIDEIIT RE1\GA~ THAT TI!E U.S. liAS 
READY FOR A CE/1SEF IRE AIIO I :r;~[ll WI THDR~I/Al llf1S REJECTED 
BY ISRAEl. 

8. SUIIIIING UP, SHAR' SAID THff'E \/ERE FIVE A:PECTS TO THE 
LEBAIRSE Pf.OSl£11. OIIE, ISP./1El · \I[IIT BEYOtiD 11~ Olill 
ORIG!IIfll GOHLS IH ENTERING LEB11IIOII; T\10, I~R~<El REJECTED 
A CEASEFIP.E f~OPOSED THROlll.ll TilE U.S.; THREE, THE U. S. 
RtiiEtEO Oil IT: COMtiiTMEtiT FOR THIS CEASEFIRE loHiiR' IS 
HERE RHERRIIIG TO THE JUliE IC, 1932 HABIG-A:i~i\0 

OISCUS~IO:I~I. FOUR, THE LE~A~CSE IIEVER FOUGHT 1\GAII·I:iT 
THE ISR;\U 1:; OR VIOLATED THE !9~~ TRUCE AGREUif.lll; /HID 
FIVE, Til[ ti~Y 17, !96J AGREEIIEIIT liAS SIGIIED c·r LE6AIIOII 
AFTER THE U.S. AIIO ISRAEL COLLAUORATED TO IHI'OSE IT ON 
THE LEOAIIESE. Oil THE lAST POIIII SHAR' Si\10 THAT 
PRESIDEIIT GEMAYEL HIM~ELF HAD TOLD SYRIA HE UOULO NOT 
HAVE SIGIIED THE AGREENoiiT IF IT IIAO tiCT BEEI·I FOR Till 
PRESEtiCE OF I~RAELI TAIIY.S IN LESA/1011 BECAUSE IT VIOLATED 
lEBAI/011':; SO'IEHEIGHTY, AIID CLE,;RLY THERE \/AS ~oREAi 

OPPOSITIC~ TO THE AGREEHEIIT 01 THE LEBAIIESE. 

9. GOUE~tiOR ATIYEH RETUGUlO TO THE lEBANESE \NTECIIAl 
OUESIIC!I fY A:I~IIIG HO\i 1\ llliiORITY <.ROUP LIIIE TilE 
PHALi\IIGI:;IS CUULD HOLD UP TilE liHIP.E RECOIICIIIIITIOII 
PROCl:'i r,:; TilEY S[[NED TO !1 ;1 1'£ OOr:t:, IIOT\tiG Tll :\'f Ill . 

2211 

SS -DO 
SS0-00 
ACOA - 12 
/C79 II 

THE UIIIHD ST11TES 1/E OlD IIOT ~. LLC\l A MltiCiliT\' TO Tii\.i"RT" ---.. 
THE \/Ill CF THE MAJORITY. ~~~~R' HSPOIID[O Gt :;ifoYIIIG lHAT 
EVE II 1-/Hlll illNO~T EVERYCIIE ii~liHS Oil A CEASEF IRl, TEll 
PEOPLE ARE E~CUGII TO SREAii IT. HE liDDED TI14T IF A:l 
EXTREIIIST DECLARATIOII IS lf,•.DE, IT IS OIFFICI/ll FOR ~lOR[ 

t\OOHATE 110t6ERS OF THAl ~~N[ COttli'INITY 10 f:EJ[Cl IT 
EECMl~E TilEY \/Ill BE CA3T Ill TilE ROlf OF OPPO!;EIIT:; TO 
THE llllEr.lSTS OF THEIR COiiiiUIIITY, A PROCI$:i \IIIICII HilS 
BEEN REPEAT(D OFTEN IN LEB11:1CIL 

10. HlUP.IIING TO THE LIIU:;I\1111[ COIIFEREHCE, ~II•IF.' S.~IO THAT 
MORt TI!A~ EVER BEFORE, HiERE \iA3 A COMIIOII C0:1n~11 AllOIIG 
THE PiiRTICIPAtiTS TO PUT Ml EllU TO Til[ CIVIL \.1/,11, 

AliD THE , Pi•.RTICif:~IIT~ Ni:uE 1i CLUR EFFORT TO or.nll A LINE 
BETIIEEII THEt!SEl VES AIID TilE Ullit::H I STS I 14 l ESf;tiCIL 
SHAR' SAID TH1\T Ill All FAifi:;[';S IT MUST Ct:: ~Ci',IIO'./LfDGED 

THAT PRE~tUENT GEMAYEL HAS ND\1 TAKEN A POSITION A:i A 

GENUI"E PRESIDE"! OF LEBA~ON AND ~AS AT LAUSAN"E BE~AVItiG 
IN A FAIR 11A~IIlR AS COIIHkEIICE CH~IRIIAIL SHAR' SAIO 
THIS ~AS A liE~ DEVELOPI1EiiT "A~D VERY MUCH APPI\ECIIITED." 
HE SAID THI~ POSTURE BY GEMAYEL HAD AnNOYED THE EXTfiEMISTS 
Ill HIS 01/tl CAMP, 6UT HE liAS CAREFUL ttnT TO LISTEN TO 
THE OPPOSITION ~ITHIII HIS 0\/" PARTY. SHAR' SAID THAT 
SYRIA DID tiOT UliUERESTIMATE THE IIIFLUEIICE Of EXT~EMISTS 

Ill THE LECAIIESl SITUATIOII, BUT FOR TilE FIRST TIME Ill 
LAUSAIHIE THEY \/ERE ISOLATED A~D THIS liAS A VERY IMPORT/HIT 

FACT. 

11. COtiTIIlUIIIG, SHIIR' SAID IT \/AS OBVIOUS THAT THE 
I~RAELIS liERE IIOT ltHEr.ESTtO Ill SEE IIIG LEnHIION AS A 
SOVEREI6N, UIIITEO MID I~OEPEI<OEIIT COUIITRi, IiilO lVE~ 

SOME OF THOSE 11110 II ;W£ BUILT THEIR HOPE~ Oil COllASCf.ATICii 
\liTH ISRAEL HIIIJl EEEII OISAPPOIIllED TO SEE THIIT. ~liAR' 

SAID THE Mi\JORITY OF CIIRISTIA:IS M;E 11~11ilE THAT Hit 
INTERESTS Of tr.DilliOII AnE Ill COIITHADICT!O:I 'wiTH Ttl[ 
IIITERESTS OF ISilAEl Ill LEBANOII, MID TilE\ HIIVF Al~O 

"DISCOVERED" Tlli\T LE6AIIESE MID S\RIIIII IIITERlSTS ARE IIOT 
IN COUTRADICTIOH EECAUSE SYRIA UANTS THE LEBAIIESE TO 
LIVE IN PEACE \/ITiiOLIT PRESSUF:E 01\ tllliHHY PRESHICE OF 
FOREIGI~ERS, BY IIIIlCH Ill SAID HE NEMI~ 11011-IIRABS. 

!2. SHAR' DECL11REO TiiAT PRESIDftlT ASS!ID IS TODAY !\ORE 
THMI EVER OElfi;liiiiED TO HELP TilE LEL~:i£SE ACHIEVE 
,liiEIR SOVEREIGIITY 11110 UIIITY. liE SAID THAT 1111£11 THE 
LEBAii[SE AGREE Oil PRINCIPLES FOR HEFORH \/HICH ARE lllCESSARY 
TO END THIS fiOUtlil OF THE CIVIl lliiR, A BROAD IIATIOIIIil 
GOVERIIHEilT \/Ill BE E~TADLISHED ~y Tllf L£6MIESE TO IM-
PLEMENT THFSf f'RINGII' LES. THf 1\ AIIl GC;i\l OF THE GtiU \/Ill 
BE (AI TO AC 1!If.\IE COII?LETE IS~fHI llllliDRP.IiAl FROI1 
LEBANON, MIU (DJ TO IIORK FOR lfiTERIIAL REFuRI\S. SHAR' 
SAID SYRIA ElJ 'ECTS lHAT IIHEtl ISRAH IS OUT OF lEBRIIOII , 
THE LEBANESE COVERIIHEIIT \/Ill DISCUSS THE SITUATIOII \/llH 
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SYRIA, AND IF THE lEBANESE ASK SYRIA TO LEAVE, SYRIA 
WILL NOT HESITATE TO LEAVE BECAUSE THE SITUATION IIILL 
BE SECURE AND ISRAEL .1/ILL NOT BE. ABLE TO USE l.EBANON 
AS A BASE TO ATTACK SYRIA. 

13. GOVERNOR ATIYEH ASKED ABOUT THE SEQUENCE OF THE 
VARIOUS EVENTS 1/HICH SHAR' HAD JUST DESCRIBED AIIO WHETHER 
IT liAS POSSIBLE TO DO ANYTHING BEFORE ISRAEL IIITHDREII. 
SHAR' SAID THAT THERE- COULD BE SOME SIMULTANEITY, 
EXPLAINING THAT IIHEN THE LEBANESE AGREE Otl A SET OF 
INTERNAL REFORMS, THEY CAN THEN "IIORK IIITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY" TO ACHIEVE ISRAELI IIITHDRAIIAL 
FROM LEBANON, AND THE REFORMS AND IIITHDRAIIAL WF 
ISRAELI CAN BE SIMULTANEOUS, 

U. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN ASKED THE HINISTER IIHAT HE IIOULD • 
DO NOll IF HE IIERE IN THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT EVERYTHING THAT HAS HAPPE~ED SO FAR. 
SHAR' REFORMULATED THE QUESTION BY ASKING IIHY US-SYRIAN 
RELATIONS DETERIORATED, IIHY U.S. DIPLOMACY IN LEBANON 
FAILED, AND IIHY U.S. CREDIBILITY HAD BEEN UIIDERMINED. 
HE . ANSIIERED BY SAVING THAT lEBANON liAS AN IMMEDIATE CAUSE 
OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS BUT THE DEEPER CAUSE liAS IN FACT 
THE U.S. ATTITUDE TO TH ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT. SHAR' 
SAID, FOR EXAMPLE, THE ARABS BELIEVE THAT THE ISRAELI 
INVASION OF LEBANON TOOK PLACE IIITH THE CONSENT OF THE 
U.S. GOV~RNMENT "OR AT LEAST THE KNOIILEDGE OF SOME 
OFFICIALS IN THE ADMINISTRATIOtl". :OHAR' CITED A SPEECH 
BY FORHER SECRETARY HAIG IN MAY 1982 KHICH COULD BE READ 
AS DESCRIBING A PLAN FOR THE INVASIOII OF LEBMION. SHAR' 
SAID THAT AFTER THE INVASION, THE U.S. COMH I TTED A SECOND 
MISTAKE ON THIS ISSUE BY "NOT IMPLEMENTING" UN SECURITY 
RESOLUTIONS ~08 Aile 509 IIH I CH THE U.S. HAD VOTED FOR, 
WHICH CALLED FOR UNCOfiDITIONAL ISRAHI IIITHDRAI/Al. SHAR' 
SAID THE U.S. PUBLICLY FAVORED THE RESOLUTIOIIS BUT 
"TACITLY liAS AGAINST IT" AND THEREFORE HAD A J)()UBLE 
POSIT ION. 

IS. COUTINUIIIG, SH'AR' ~AID THAT A FEll DAYS LATER SYRIA 
RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM PRE$1DENT REA~AN THROUGH 
AHBASSADOR HABIB OFFERING A CEASEFIAE AIID THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE RESPECTED THAT CEASEFIRE. THEil, 
WHEN FORE I Gil HIHISTER KHADDAH HAD. MET Ill TH SECRETARY 

SHULTZ IN OCTC!BER 1932 AT THE UNITED fiATIOII:i, THE 
SECRETARY HAD TOLD KHADDAM THAT THE u,:t. 11t!HIQ1 FAVOR 

SSO·Oll 
ACDA-12 
/079 II 

AN ISRAEL I·LEBAHESE AGREEMENT HADE AT GUfiPO I):H', BU!.- .-----
• SUBSEQUEfiTL Y THE HAY 17, 1983 AGREEMENT II~ AtT MADE 

AT GUNPOINT. SHAR' SAID THAT THE HilliSTER -HP.D ~~KED 
THE SECRETARY ABOUT THAT MATTER AIID THE ~ECRETARY HAD 
EXPLAitiED, DURING HIS H~Y 1983 VISIT TO DAMA~CU:, THAT 

ClfNF I DENT -1 AL 

·TELEGRAM 
WHAT HE IIEANT liAS THAT A. TREATY" SHOULD !lOT B! HADE 
AT GUNPOIIIT. DURifiG THAT SAME VISIT TO DAMASCUS, 
SHAR' SAID THAT THE SECRETARY liAS TOLD BY PRESIDHIT 
ASSAD THAT THE AGREEMENT VIOLATED LEBAIIESE SDV!REIGNTY 
ANO liAS REJECTED BY THE MAJORITY OF TH[ LEBANE~E, TO 
IIHICH THE SECRETARY HAD RESPONDED THAT MOST OF THE 
LEBANESE SUPPORT IT. AS IT TURNED OUT, 6AID StiAR', 
PRESIDENT ASSAD ~AS CORRECT BECAUSE THE AGREEMlNT liAS 
ULTIMATELY ABROGATED; THE U.S. GOVERIIMENT DID IIOT TAKE 
SERIOUSLY IIHAT PRESIDENT ASSAD HAD SAID IN HAY. 

16. GOVERIIOR ATIYEH SAID HE WONDERED IF SYRIII SAil AfiY 
ROLE FOR THE U.S. GO VERNMEIH lfl THE AREA. SHAI:' RESPOIIDED 
BY SAYING SYRIA BELIEVES THERE IS INDEED All 
IHPORTANT ROLE FOR THE U.S. IN THE ARE11. ltl FIICT, "\liTH-
OUT THE U.S. THERE CAll IIEVER BE PE.~CE ltl THE R[GIOtl." 
ASKED WHAT THE U.S. SHOULD DO, SHAR' PHEFACED tlf S REPLY 
BY SAYING THAT THE JEIIISH LOBBY Ill AMEHICA HAD 
SUCH A STROIIG INFLUENCE OVER AHER I CAN POLICY, llfiD THE 
CURRENT U.S. ELECTION PROCESS HAD ITS EFFECT, :;o SYRIA 
HAD _NO ILLUSIONS !ABOUT THE U.S. PLAYIIIG A CON!;TRUCTIVE 
ROLEI, BUT IT IS ALIIAYS POSSIBLE THAT THE U.S. MIGHT 
CHANGE. SPECIFICALLY, HE SAID THE U.S. "SHOUL[l ORA\/ A LINE 
BETWEEN U.S. AND ISRAELI POLICV"SO THE ARABS IIOULD BE 
ABLE TO FEEL THAT THERE IS A U.S. POLICY lllDEPUIOEtiT 
OF ISRAELI POLICY. SECOUDLY, HE SAID THE U.S. SHOULD 
PLAY THE ROLE OF All HOliEST BROilER IN TilE 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT BUT TO PLAY THAT ROLE THl U.S. 
CANNOT BE PARTISAtl OR BIASED. SHAR' SAID THE FRAtiE\IORK 
FOR A SOLUTION IS THE_RE Ill THE Ull SECliRITY COUIICIL 
RESOLUTIOIIS . HE ADDED THAT UNITED 3TATES SHOUlD NOT BLAME 
SYRIA FOR HAVING GOOD RELATIOIIS \liTH THE US:R AIID NOT 
ACCUSE SYRIA OF BEING A COMMUNIST BASE OR A SOVIET 

-. 
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SATELITE, B£CAUSE SYRIA IS NEITHER. 

17. GOVERNOR ATIYEH s'AID HE 1/ANT_ED TO PICK UP. Otl THE 
MINISTER'S RIFERENCE TO AMERICA~ CREDIBILITY, AND HE 
ADDED THAT HE liAS "DISGUSTED" BY DEMOCRATS HART AND 
HONDALE TRYING TO OUTBID EACH OTHER WN THE MIDDLE EAST 
QUESTION) BECAUSE IT liAS IIOT IN THI BEST INTERESTS OF 
THE UNITED STATES OR OF ISRAEL TO DO SO. GOVERIIOR 
ATIYEH SUGGESTED THAT CREDIBILITY COULD BE RESTORED 
BY THE U.S. DECLARING THAT IT SEEKS GOOD RELATIONS \liTH 
ALL OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST, NOT JUST OF 
SOME. SHAR' RESPONDED THAT THAT liAS A GOOD IOE1\ BUT 
ADDEO THAT "\lORDS ARE NOT UIOUGH." HE SAID THAT IF 
THE U.S. HAKES SUCH A DECLARATION BUT THEN CONTINUES 
TO INCREASE AID TO ISRAEL AS IT HAS BEEN, THERE 1/0ULD 
BE NO CREDIBILITY; "THERE HAS TO BE SOMETHING TANGIBLE." 

18. GOVERNOR ATIYEH AS~EO THE MINISTER \/HAT HE SAil 
AS THE lONG RANGE OBJECTIVES OF ISRAEL IN THE AREA. 
SHAR' RESPONDED "TO OCCUPY MORE LAND, TO BUILD NEll 
SETTLEMENTS, TO CREATE MORE FACTS ON THE GROUND, AND 
THEil DECLARE THE SETTLEtnm HAVE TO BE DEFENDED, ETC." 
WHEN THE GOVERNOR ASKED IF SHAR' 010 NOT SEE ISRAELI 
POLICY AS BEING SOMEIIHAT RESTRAINED NOll BECAUSE OF ITS 
ECONOMIC COST, THE MINISTER SAID NO, BECAUSE FI~ANCIAL 

SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. IS SUFFICIENT TO ALL0\1' ISRAEL 
TO CONTI~UE ITS EXPANSIONIST AND BELLICOSE POLICIES. 

19. CHARGE SAID HE HAD TO COMMENT ON AT LEAST ONE 
PART OF THE MINISTER'S DESCRIPTION OF THE LEBANESE 
SITUATION, IN ORDER TO CORRECT THE RECORD. CHARGE SAID 
THAT THE MINISTER HAD REFERRED TO THE ISRAEL INVASION 
OF JUNE 1982 AND AMERICAN POLICY ~ITH RESPECT TO EVENTS 
BEFORE AllO AFTER THAT INVASION. IN FACT, IT liAS U.S 
POL ICY IIOT TO SUPPORT BUT TO OPPOSE THE ISRAELI INVASION, 
AND IT liAS U.S. POLICY TO SUPPORT Uti RESOLUTION~ 508 AND 
589. BUT THE UNITED STATES CAtiiiOT IMPOSE ITS.IIILL ON 
ANY OF THE PARTIES, ISRAEL OR LEBAIIOII OR S~R I A, AtiO THE 
UN RESOLUTIONS 1/ERF NOT ~ELF-FULFILLING. CHARGE SAID, 
IN FACT THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAD IT~ELF NOT EEEN ABLE 
TO IMPLEMENT RESOLUTIONS ~DB AND ~09 BUT HAD TA~EN A 
SOVEREIGN DECISION TO SIGN THE MAY 17 AGREEMENT ~ITH 

ISRAEL. AS FOR THE CEASEFIRE PRO.POS~L OI~CUS:ED BETIIEEtl 
AMBASSADOR HAIIIB AND PRESIDENT AS~AD 0~ JIJNE 10, 1982, 
THAT liAS tiOT PRESENTED AS All ANER I CAN PROI11 ~E OR 
COMMITMENT TO INSURE FULFILLMEIH OF A CEA:EFIRE, BUT 

. RATHER A PROPOSAL 1/HICH UNFORTUNATELY OlD NOT SUCCEED. 
THE MINISTER RESPONDED BY SAVIN~ THAT IT 1/A: OISTURBI~G 
TO BEL I EVE THAT THE U.S. GOVERIH1EHT CA~ tiOT BE COUll TED 
UPON TO HONOR ITS COMMITMENTS. CHARGE AGAIN SAID THAT 

ss-ao 
SS0-00 

ACDA-12 
/079 II 

C 0 N F I D E N T ·I A L 

THE HABIB-ASSAD OISCUSSIOII 011 THE CEASEFIRE SHOULD 
NOT BE CDII:IOERED A U.S . COMMIHIEIIT TO ACHIEVE THE 
PROPOSAL AIID THEREFORE THE U. :> . HAD NOT IN ANY SENSE 
RENE~ED Oil A f'ROPOSAL. THEREFORE, THEilE SEEMED TO BE 
A OIFFEREIICE IN UIIDER>TAIIDIIIG AS TO \./H~T HAD H11PPENED 
IN JUNE 1982 BECAUSE THERE liAS NO U.S. PROMISE. 
GOV-ERNOR ATIYEH ADDED THAT THE SYRIAN GOVERNMEIIT SHOULD 
APPRECIATE THE FACT TrlAT A U.S. OFFICI~L IS COIICERNEO 
ABOUT AMERICAN CREDIBILITY AND WISHES TO CLEAR UP A 
MISUNDERSTANDING Of ~HAT HAD TRANSPIRED IN A PnST EVENT . 

29. GOVERUOR ATIYEH THEN COimUDED THE 
MEETING SAYING HE HAD TO LEAVE FOR ANO:HER APPOINTMENT 
AND MENTIONED THAT HE HOPED TO SEE PRE~IOENT R[AGAN ON HIS 
RETURN TO \/ASH I NGTON. HE ADDEO THAT HE PERSOIIIIAL Y liAS 
PLEASED TO HEAR lHAT ~YRIA 1/A~ MAhiNG ~ RESPOII~IBLE EFFDRf 
IN LUANON TO BRIIIG ABOUT A SOLUTION TO ITS PROBLEMS, AIID 
HE SAID H \/ANTED TO ENCOURAGE THE SYRIAN~ TO ~DOPT A 
POSITIVE RATHER THAN A NEGATIVE FRAME OF MIND. 

ll .. GOVERNOR ATIYEH ALSO NOTED THAT HE HOPED ~ERY MUCH 
THAT HIS PROPOSED MEETING ~ITH PRESIDENT AS~AO ~OULO TAKE 
PLACE, TO IIHICH THE MINISTER RESPONDED THAT HE HAD JUST 
SPOKEN \liTH THE PRESIDENT WHO HAD ISSUED ORDERS THAT 
GOVERNOR ATIYEH'S VISIT TO SIRIA SHOULD BE A SUCCESS. 
THE MINISTER SAID HE EXPECTED THERE 1/0ULO BE n MEETING 
\liTH THE PRESIDENT BUT THAT THE TINE WAS NOT YET SET. 

22. COMMEIIT 1/ILL BE SUBMITTED BY SEPTEL: 

23. BEIRUT MINIHilE CONSIDERED. RUGH 

.. 
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I. (C-rliTIRE TEXTl. 
2. Slilli1idiY: Oil ti•\RCH i~ o:;fr,O:I 00o[RiiOii VICTOR AllYl\\ 

MET IJITII SYiilli'l Pf;RTY OFf ICIIII 11lii:N111AD 1\eillrd:. It! 

RE~P(IIIS£ TO Ol'£STIO!i:·, H.rYUnf: ~~ID HE TIIOULill llll THr.EE 

11[11 VICl F'RL:iiGUI!~ 1!1 ~\'f. l/1 \IJ~rtO BE RE~fw :, ll>l[ FOr., 

RESPECTIVI'LY, ''?Ol.iTIC~l llrff.!P.:i" l~. ri11uUWi, "~fc•IRI1Y" 

AJIO TO 11 tERHII~ EXTftrl lillllnPI AFFAIR:, 11!1F't.i 11tHJ 

tiiRl\'/C•IllUI:"l/lliTfllltlliJ•.l ilfFAIRS 'ti!SIIi>Rif.rfo!, 

AI TH0%!1 TIIE~E OIJTIES llill! IIOT 1ET GtEfl cPUl[O OUT. IN 
DESCHICrrh; TH til' Til Pl'f.H, lli;rDAI! ~'11:; Cli~ll Ul TO OIS· 

TIIIGII!Sir II FhGi·' 111\P,rSl P"i:ll[~, ~t:O Ill ll13CII:,Srllli 

SVRI,Ilii·SO~IFT f,[lATIO'I~ lti :r.IC THt:"E IJEH 1101 LH.•ED 
011 lf•rOJ 01>1 EUT ON PUlll ll'•li. ~Elf .· IIITER£~1. llr:YO:•R 

~·~lP.Hil Tll >\1 Tl!<: ~(!'llf. T:: ll,M 1\0 SA;Es Ill ';\'RI~, :\i:O 

JH,\T SYI:IA IS I·:GT PA~T Of tiCcCO\," S IIITEniiAT 1011111 

STRATfGY. [IIU SliMII.u.R '/. 

J . OU Mi;RCH 23, OREC.OII Gu 1!iRIIOR VICTOR i\TIYfll CnllEO ON 

MliHAtllli:D IIAIOIJR, DIRECTOr. OF FOfiEIGII R[li\TIU!I:, FOR THE 
tA'TII Pr\RTY P.£~10111\l cm:r;,,~,D . ~0 1/c~IIOR ',/;,:. 11Cc:Ot!P!\IIIEO 

BY CtiAHGE, 111-1 I,ZSI:.iT!IIIT r;;~,ll IllS CFfiCf,i\11 Of>Lf,QII GU.;IIIES~-

11:\11 Of Ol,fiA5CEilE ORif,lfl 1'!:0 ;,(.fEU AS IUTlhf'FtlfR, !1110 TliO 

t1£t1DER: Of lHE OHGOII p[:l-.;3 

~- IIA\'O~P. Of'EIIEO THE COil~~P.SI<l lOll BY Si\'lrll~ c\'Riil IJAS 

Pi>OUU Tti~T A HAl< OF ~1'1\l!dl Or.l~lt: H;\0 RF;,~I:iD TilE 

Ill~~ PO:dTIO:I OF GOIJ[Iii:OI: OF ~II i\llfRIC'ili ~l;,T£, ~.1:;1 HE 
AllufD 111::1 :YRitfiS lo'[RE CVilf llJ[iiT TH11T ,,D·i}!. !!OC: 11l1vtH 

IIOlllO iCl n:.; I• 100 fBCf.!IT i<ll~?.iCJlll i\110 ::or H•·"f lG118LE. 

LOYAl Til: \liTH ALLICEiiCE 10 > fOEEiull :.il11H ;;: t•~ollr 

Pt:U:IC>\11 J[\!:; 00. Till GO~l~!IOil RE:FOiiOlD li' '' ~ n IIAO 
ll4r.!i[0 fROII HI$ fi<THlP.,II F!R:T-G[IIfRIITif!:l ,:lilkiCI'fl, 

TO r.E LO'ii:l TO THE UlillEO ~lnTE~, ,\DOING 'rtoi\T 1\ !1,:JOR 

f.<Loilll lit 1111[ •jO\iERIIv:;i 1: L'iii:BL[ TO ccf,.J•. ,;r .• ~IC l'l 

HrPHS£ Hl:i FATI:ER III~I::lfu lhiiT H~ ;\110 if:.. tr.vlhf~> 
lfi1Rt1 TilE LJ',\IGUAGE OF TilE IJill iED ST~H:.i Tli! lO·.'lldiOR 

~.vDED TII1\T llfVERTHClE~~ liG:T ;.!!Er-IC~II:> \ '~•0 "'''· ~ f;OOT: 
In OTiif~ CvL':!T;;I[S DO "•·l'f. iUftr.TIJll r;,., , . , ;::;:,i!TfY Of 

lllliH ,;:I:;[.,;N~:; i:Ufl lt'4il dif i1u OF Ud. o! ~ht " \ !lltltf:fiiT 

EnChUIOI:iiO:i Ill THE 11111 fl'D :-.T:!T[·; IS rr.r:T Oi li·! . /I:~!!GlH 

t:f /o!liRICfl. HM0'1R CC'i':! :;r;o TH~i s·,::IJ~ I~ 1\il.,f:i Of 

lH( olf:HIUII Of THE 1.•:;' f[[l ,i::a;; !.liD f ' 'lCI .: Li '\!'cR[· 

Cli\T[~ ~TIYUI 'S £FFO'-l~ Ill n:·1lNG TO Rf::.::ll THl r>IH:It;:ll 

Pll~l!C 0:1 l~:;ut:; Of C01tCU:lt IIi THE NIOulE Li;::T ~E~~U:i( 

OF TilE IM20Rlii!tC£ Of OPII/1011 IN lilt: ror.::ULIIIIC!I 

r::- It' 
SP-07 

OF U.S. PUSL !C POl ICY . 

5. GOVfh!:OP J·,JIY[I' :,AID l'f \.' .. 1\T[I· ~0 ~S~ 11£0'Jl Tl![ 

HECEIIT l•.fPOIIIll'!'·l Of Hhet 1. '•· ,:rrt fi<[ •. lcfliL Ill :," lA . 

liii•T ll\D lf•,\1 r,£, '•' H.••IJ,.R fi ci ::,;::,!1 hY fi EfH~I!;,, 10 

THE S\'Rir ,li LO~:-TIH'IIOII or i<'J Vtl:r!: i•.dO'.E\J fO', T:i[ 

APrOIIIHif!~l Of o::l 01: IIOf:f VICE I :'I' lllt'ITo TO l:fl P 

THE PfiESIDllll Ill llf'i!Dl\IIG !Iff ,,If~; N ~l;;Tl 110\i ltiAT 

THE REcrOli;IGillll[~ Of TilE ITE:ilflli!CY H;\Vt u~OI!II SO 

IIUCH, Hf Hl1~ T~kEII ADVIIIITAGE Gf Tll\3 COII:;ITUTIO!Ir\l 

POSSISILIH. 

~- GO\IfRIIOg i!ll\'£11 /:.:;t,[Q 1!11111 Tl!f ~f[CIFIC H::: Pc!I::IGIII· 

T rES Gl Tl![ Ir i'l iVIOllf..l VICL lf.l:lf•fliT: IJOULO lif. H'>i' \liiR 

RESPOIWlO lh•·l THI~ Hi•O J;Ol lt[ll S! ' flllD OUT IIi Dtl;·ll 

AS YfT, i'UT m Ei:PECTEO TH/tl li'F T/i,:Er liU! VICE Pr.l:IOF'IT:J 

~OULO Dl ~[c!'ll~l:IBlE FOR i\1:[11'; r.rLAilG TO THEIR f'n'!l\CII~ ' '· R 
E~CKGHOIJII[I'; Allll llll[R£~L . ;.liiC[ r;;rri00At1 iiJID viEt: f\ ;f. tlf,\1 

t\IIIISTE~ ill \lc!JLD 1101-/ fF.Cf:;~l \ ~-c ~~:,PCi~~ltlE !'(ol, 

"POLITICi•l !IFFI,If<>". ICOl\t\U:i: Till~ TERM "SIIU'IIil 
SIYASIA" IS Til[ ~11111 OliE U:i[il f./ Olti(R \.'ELL·IiifORiilll 

INS!OfRS, ~'.lE ~AN 'i~LU~ ~~~r,_ l il!'ll•'\f. ZaiO Thill VICE 

PRE~IO[III ~lf'fl ·l , \1110 H .~. O I;Uii 111'.';1 : <•cO Ill Mill I· I\' 

1\ffAIRS AliO LED rl.ll I•RIIi UNIT, I:OtrlO FROHI:BIY Ill!'-! [.c 
RESf' OIIJibll f(; <; SfGURITI 1;1111 "TO,., ci RII\11-i E\li\11" iiiiHi: 
MILITARY lloTlEPS, Till THII!ll ~ICf IH310flli . i'i;,:,rt.,r.Jr;;., 

\/110 IIP.YOrUi lll >Chi HLO o.o "'' ul D I'••'IU Ill ProRTY 1'.1 i .,1r.: 

\/OULO Sf GI'Jll; l:c;\'01:3101111( fLo l'i<HiY AFfl<l 1:~ , - 'lll 
AS fOR Cllllli\i i>L ;;liD llllfll[CIUool l'r•dllP.S , li~>'fl,iiR CHID 

THAT rR011 \!11~.1 l!l UIIOEr.~TOOO t:; OI~~L;:::IUII:i Tlli ~ I~ PI:O

BnCL Y TH[ li>\Y 11 ',;Jill 0 LOIIc c i-T I·. I 1 1'0· "II SPEC II I C 

RESrOIISICIIITil~ HIIO ::OT 1fr l:lli {:ld•O"IiC£0. 11111111 

CASE, llil F'RECISE UUTIES /1110 i,CTIVITIE:i OF THE VIC[ 

C 0 :~ F I DENT I f\L 
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TO SECSTATE 1/ASHDC IMHEDIAT~ 6922 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
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AHEMBASSV JIDDA 

USEL 0 R I VAOH 
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.PRESIOEtiTS REMAINS Ill THE HAilDS OF .THE PRESIOEIIT AtiO 

THE IIHOLE IDEA OF THIS NEll OEVELOPMEIIf IS TO liGHTEN 

THE PRESIDENT'S IIORKlOAD . 

7. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN ASKED HAYDAR ABOUT THE ROlE OF 

THE PARTY IN FORMULATIOII OF FOREIGN POliCY. HAYOAR 

E)(PlAINED THE STRUCTURE OF THE BA ' TH PARTY tiATIONAL 

AND REGIONAL COMMANDS A~O SAID THE NATIONAl COMMAND liAS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR SETTIHG PARTY GOALS A~D OBJECTIVES AND 

THAT EACH NATIONAl COU~CIL MEMBER HAD A SPECIFIC FUNC-

TIONAL AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY . HIS HAPPENED TO DE 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THESE INVOlVED RUATIOIIS 6ETIIEEN 

THE PARTY AtiD OTHER PARTIES Ill THE ARAB IIORLD AIID ElSE-

IIHERE ABROAD. GOVERNOR ATIYEH INTERJECTED "INCLUDING 

THE REPUBLICAtl PARTY 11·1 THE UIIITED STATES'" HAYDAR 

LAUGHED AND SAID NORMALlY THE RELATIONS OF THE BA'TH 

PARTY ARE IIITH THE OPPOSITIO~ PARTIES ELSEIIHER~ BUT 

SAID THE BA'TH DID HAVE :OME RELATIONS IN THE UOITED 

STATES 1/ITH INDIVIDUALS, IIITH THE CDMMUIIIST PARTY, \liTH 

BLACK AMERICAN POLITICAL MOVEMENTS, AS IIElL AS IIITH 

ORGAHIZATIONS OF IHMIGRAIITS. HAYOAP UOTED THAT HE liAS 

AlSO HEAD OF THE ORGAIIIZATIOII OF ARAB IMMIGRANT~ ABROAD 

• IIHOSE PURPOSE liAS TO KIEP SYRIAN IHMIGRAfiTS II"ORMEO 011 

DEVELOPMENTS IN SYRIA, CREATE TIES IIITH THEM AND 

ENCOURAGE THEN TO BUILD TIES \liTH ~YRIA AND VISIT IT . 

HAYDAR SAID THAT HE HAD PERSONALLY BEEN INVOLVED Ill EX· 

TENDitlG THE INVITATION TO GOVERNOR ATIYEH, FOR EXAMPLE, 

TO VISIT SYRIA. 

B. GOVERNOR ATIYEH PICKED UP HAYDAR'S REFEREIICE TO THE 
COMMUUIST PARTY AtlO ~AID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT ';YRIA I~ 

INDEPUIDENT OF BOTH THE U. ~ - liND THE US:R. HAVDAR 

SAID THAT AS A POL I TICAl PARTY, THE BA'TH 1: n•TIONALISTIC 

AND DIFFERS FROM MARXIST: AND THEREFORE FROM COMNUNI~T 

PARTIES AROUND THE IIORLD . HE SAID THE BA ' TH P~RTY 

BELIEVES THAT EVEHY COUIITRY HA: I L OliN UPERiEIICE AIIO 

SYRIA SHOULD TAkE IDEA• FRON OTHER SOURCL BIJT MAKE 

ITS OliN CHOICES AHD FOlLOIJ AU IIIOEPEIIDENT SOCI4L, 

ECONOMIC AIID POLITICAL LIIIE, NEvER COPY1111; A FOREIGN IDEOl

OGY il .'liHOLESIILE, lAKIN~ Olll Y IIHAT 1: ~000 FOR :YRIA. 

THEREFO~E. THE ~ELATIOII~HIP BET\IlEII iHE B~'TH PARI't 
011 THf CUE HAUD A liD CO'IMII/11 ~T P~~T I(:; Al/0 THF 11::;R 0~ 

IHE OIHEii 4Rl THl RE'"ULl Of Pl)liiiL'-1 PO~ITIOII'. 8M:lD 

Oil IMMEDIATE PROBlEM'; F•CIIII, ; ·r~IA, IIOT Oil IUEOLOr,y . 

HAYDAR :AID !Hid FD~ JO \'EAR'; THF a~ · fH P~RTI n;;'; FOU/10 

THAT fHE PO: I [lOll OF THE u::R ~IIIJ COIUIIJIII,T I'~PTif: H~Vf 

ALIIAY: COI.I/CIOED \liTH IT~ 01111 ~IIU :tr.l~ ~tCO•oHIZ£: TH"T 

ITS A~MEO FOrCE ': "REARMED \llfH ·;o•JIII fQIJifllfiiT , 

IIEVERfHELE~~. :;,RIA 1: 11011-ALI'•IIID OLPIH TilE :ovlll 

ARM~ AIIO 3UPPORI. THE P;;rTY liMIT~ :tRIA TO liVE PEACEFIJLI '( 

PM-10 

USIE-00 

CONFIDENTIAL 

lllUVIIIIIIV 

TELEGRAM 
· . IN THE MID:>! OF THE COtiFl ;CTS Of THE :UPER POIIERS AND 

SEEKS FOR IHE AREA TO 8£ FREE OF SUPER POIIER RIVALRY . 

COIH I NUI/I&, HIIYDAR S.iiiO THAT IIH£11 THERE IS A MAJOR 

COHFL ICT Ill THE AREA, THE U. S. SIGII:; A STRATEGIC AGREE

MUll IIITH ISRAEL AIID SYRIA IS lEFT \liTH 110 OTHER CHOICE 

BUT TO SEE~ ASSISTANCE FROM THE u:sn. THEREFORE, HAYD>R 

SAID, 11 APPEARS THAT THE FOREIGII POLICY OF THE UNITED 

STATES 1:: THE B£'51 PROMOTOR Of SOVIET IIITEREST: Ill TH 

AREA BECAU~E OF U. S BIA:;· IN FAVOR OF ISRAEL UHICH HA: 

LED TO THE SYRIAtHOVIET All I AliCE HE 3TRESSED THAT 

SYRIA AIID THE u::R ARE IIOT IDEOlOGICALLY liiiiiED BUT TH•T 

THE TIIO \/ERE PUSHED TO&ETHER BY U. S FOREIGII POLICY 
fl) 

UNITS, FACTORIES, AND 
El SEIIHERE. HE DESCRIBED THE . OTHER POLITI CAL PARTIES 

IN SYRIA AriD COHTRASTEO THE COMNl'ill 'i T P~RlY, IIIIlCH HE 

CALLED MARXIST, IIITH THE OTHER THREE 14HICH HE C~llED 

NATIONAL 1ST IIHO CAllED FOR ARAB Ulll fY AfiD A ~OCIALIST 

SOCIETY AS CONTRASTED 1/ITH THE COMIIUNIST PARTY 1/HICH IS 

LESS SOCIAliST MID MORE IIITERNATIOIIALIST. 

11. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. RUGH 

NOTE BY DC/T; l#lOMISSIOII IN TEXT. CORRECTION TO FOLL0\1. 
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THE REPUBLIC AND ALSO SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE PARTY . AND 
HE OUTLINED THE HIERARCHY Of THE PARTY THROUGH THE 
COUNTRY. IN SCHOOLS, MILITARY UNITS, FACTORIES. AND 
ELSEWHERE. HE DESCRIBED THE OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES 
IN SYRIA AND CONTRASTED THE COMMUNIST PARTY . WHICH HE 
CALLED MARXIST. WITH THE OTHER THREE WHICH HE CALLED 
NATIONAL 1ST WHO CALLED FOR ARAB UNITY AND A SOCIAL 1ST 
SOCIETY AS CONTRASTED WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY WHICH IS 
LESS SOCIALIST AND MORE INTERNATIONALIST. 
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E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL, OVIP (ATIYEH, VICTORI, SY 
SUBJECT: OREGON GOVERNOR ATIYEH MARCH 28 CONVERSATION 

WITH SYRIAil VICE PRESIDENT KHAODA,M 

I. (C·INTIRE TEXll . 

7. SUHHARY: OREGON GOVERNOR VICTOR ATIYEH HET WITH 
SYRIAN VICE PRESIDENT KHADOAH FOR 90 MINUTES ON MARCH 29. 
KHADDAM EXP RESSED FAMILIAR VIE\IS OF U.S . POLICY IN THE 
111DDLE EAST AND LEBAilOtl, LAYING PARTICULAR EMPHASIS Otl 
ALLEGED lACH OF U"DEPSTANDING BY THE USG OF MIDDLE 
EASTERtl REAL I TIES, AND Otl U.S. AID TO ISRAEL. THE 

GOVERIIOR RESPOIIDED THAT THE U.S. HAD ENTERED lEBANON 
VITH GOOD INTENTIONS lAND \liTH THREE MIIF PARTNERS), AtlD 
REMINDED KHADDAM THAT PRESIDENT REAGAN OPPOSES HOVING THE 
U. S, EHSASSV FROM TEL AVIV TO JERUSALEM. IHE GOVERNOR 
URGED ~HADDAM TO TAHE A POSITIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH 

RATHER THAN D\/EtL ltiG ON HISTORY, BUT KHAODAM SAID HE 
WANTED TO SEE UNBIASED ACTIONS FROH THE U.S. RATHER THnN 
JUST \lORDS. llHfN THE GOVERNOR SUGGESTED THAT SYRIA OUGHT 
TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEl'S FEAR OF BEING ATTACKED, HHADDAM 

BRUSHED THAT ASIDE AND INSISTED THAT SYRIA \lAS THE ONE 
THAT NEEDED DEFENDING AGAINST !ISRAELI) AGGRESSION. 
KHADDAM DID ASSURE THE GOVERNOR THAT SYRIA \/ANTS PEACE 
AND STABILITY IN THE AREA, AND IS READY TO 1/0RK WITH 
ANYONE ELSE 1/HO HAS THOSE AIMS. THE GOVERNOR RECOMMENDED 

IIORE BILATERAL EXCHt,NGES OF PERSOIIS LIHE HIS OliN GROUP, 
AND KHADDAM READILY AGREED. COMI1ENT: KHADDAM WAS VERY 
CORDIAL AND RELA XED, BUT BROKE NO liE\/ GROIIIID Oil THE IS~UES . 

EIID SUMMARY 

3. ON HARCH 29, OREGON GOVERNOR VICTOR ATIYEH MET FOR 

99 111NUTES \liTH SYRIAN V.P . ABDUL HnLIM KHADDAM. THE 
GOVERNOR liAS ACCOMPANIED BY CHARGE AHO FOUH MEMBERS OF 

HIS ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION, WHilE V.P. \lAS ACCOMPANIED 
BY DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS AT SYRIAN FOREIGN 

MINISTRY, INTERPRETER AND NOTE TAKER . 

4. FOLLOWING OPEtWIG PLEASANTRIES, GOVERIIOR COtiGRATULATED 

THE V. P. ON HIS RECENT APPOINTMENT AND NOTED THAT HE HAD 
NOll MANY OPPORTUIIITIES BEFORE HIM. KllnDDAH RESPOIIOEO 

THAT HE IIIOEEO HAD MAtiY PROBLEMS !IDDIIIG THAT THE Ulll TED 

STATES "DOESII'l LET US REST IN THIS AREA." GOVERHOR 

RESPONDED THAT HE DISAGREED, IN THAT TilE U. S. DOE~ 

WANT SYRIA TO SUCCEED IN ITS PEACE EFFORTS IH lEBANON, 

ESPECIALLY Ntul THAT SARG IS IN EFFECT AFTER THE lliTIID~ .~ \/AL 

Of THE 'u.S., THE OtllY IOUTSIDEl PARTY ATTEMPTIIIG TO M.:.~E 

Ptl·l 0 
SfiP-01 

PEACE IN LEBM!Otl, KHADDI\11 RESPOIIIJED 8Y SAYING THAT THE U. ~-

VAS FAMILIAR W!TH THE SURFACE OF THE 1100N BUT DID NOT 

KilO\! 1/IIAT \lAS HAPPENIIIG HER£ IN THE MIDDLE EAST . 

S. COUTIIIUING, Y.HADOnM S~tD THE U. $. HAD EIIBPOILED IT:ELF 

Ill lEBAIIOII "AtiD \JE OO:I" T KIIOU ~HY . " liE SAIIJ :iYRIA ' : 
FREOUEIIT DI~CU:>SIOIIS \liTH AtiERICAII OFFICIPL:i At:D REPFfSEti

TATIVES IIAD NOT GIVEit SYRI" A CONVI,CIHG AHS~ER TO THE 
QUESTIO" AS TO \/HI I~RnEl RECEIVES MORE ~ID PER CPPITA 

FROtl THE UNITED STATE S THill! DO AtiERICWS TltUI:HVES. 

6. GOVERNOR ATIYEH REMIHDING KHAODAM THAT liE DOES NOT 
REPRESEIIT THE U.S . AOMIIIISTR 1\T ION, SAID THAT THE U.S. 
DID IIOT Et!TER lEBAtiOII IILI. BY ITSE LF 5UT CJ\11E TO LHAIION 
IIITH GOOD IIITENTIOIIS AIID A(Otl~ \liTH TilE FF.EIICH, TilE 
BRITISH At!D THE IT1\LIAII'~ . TilE PUHPOSE Or THE U.S . PRESEIICE 
THERE liAS PEACEKEEPitl~ AriD UtifORTUIIATELY THESE EFFORTS 
BROil£ 00\/tl AND THE MnRitl£5 STAYED LOHGER THnll THEY SHOULD 
HAVE. GOVERNOR STRESSED THAT THE MARIIIES U[HE 1/ITHDRA\/N 

BECAUSE OF PUBLIC OPI,IIIOH IH THE UNITED oTA ': £3. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT THIS WR~ ~ GOOD E~AMPL[ or TilE FA:r 
THAT PUBLIC OPitiiON IN THE UIIITED STATES OFTEtl HAS AH 
INFLUENCE ON POL ICY, HGARDLfS~ OF \/HAT iHE ISRAEL I 

LOBBY MAY DO. 

1. GOVERtiOR TIIEII EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD BROUGHT \liTH 
HIH TO SYRIA REPRf >EtH ATIVE S OF TllO TEllVIS !OI: :i T4TIOilS 
AIID THE MAJOH NEW>PAPER It! OR£6011, \IHO ll£RE REFORTIIIG 
£VERY DAY BA.CK TO CITIZEN S Of ORE GON 011 COIIOITION> IN THE 
111DDLE EAST. FOR EXAI11'LE , THE TElEVI SIOII P[OPlE H~O DO:IE 

A REPORT Otl THE ISRAELI DE$TR UC T10tl AT kUIIAITR A 
ALREADY AND THIS WAS A STORY THAT THEY WE~E QUITE EXCITED 
A50UT. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID HE THOUGH! IT l/OULD SE GOOD 

IF OTHER DELEGATIOIIS VISITING TilE MIDOLE EA:;T ALSO 
BROUGHT MEDIA PEOPLE \liTH THEM AND SUGGEST~U THAT SARG 

-
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OUGHT TO INVITE OTHER GOVERNORS FOR ORIEIITQTION TOUR:, 
MENTIONING THAT ISRAEl DOES SUCH TOUR:;. GOVERtiOR MEtiTIOtiED 
TilE NATIOI~AL ASSOCIATIOII Of ARAB AMERICAIIS ~HICH IS 

BEC.ItltiiiiG TO ORGANIH AtiD OFFSET THE ISRAELI LOBBY. 

8. \/HEN KHADDAH SAID HE ~GREED 01~ THE IMPORTANCE OF 

SUCH VISITS AtiD MEl-IT lOllED THAT SYRIA MAKES All 
EFFORT TO liELCOME SEtiATOR~ P.tiD COIIGRE:SMEtl, GOVERNOR 

· ATIHH RE~POtiDEO THAI IT \IOULD BE EVEII MORE IMPORTAIIT 
TO ~AVE THl AMERICAN GOVERIIDRS VI~IT THE MIDDLE EAST 
6ECAUSE AS A POL ITICIAII HE KNEW YOU COULD BUILD A FIRE 

AT HOME HI HOllE DI;TF.IClS ON POLITICAl ISSUES . KIIADDAM 
SAID HE AGREED WITH THAI POINT. XHADDAM ADDEO THAT 
GOOD BILATERAL Pfl~TIO!IS BETIIEEtl SYRIA AND THE UIIITED 

STATES 00 NOT DEPEIID 011 S'IRIA' S EFFORT: ALONE BUT ARE 
SUBSTANTIAllY lflflUENCED BY THE U.S. POSITION OH THE 

JERUSALEM QUESTION, tiEVERTHELESS SYRIA HA:; A DESIRE FOR 
GOOD RELATION~ AtiD AN E!.CHAIIGE OF VISITS IS A GOOD IDEA. 

9. GOVERNO~ ATIYEH THEH MADE THE POINT THAT OHE ~HOULO 

CLEARLY OISTitiGUISH THE U. ~- AOMitll:iTRATIOtl FROM THE U.S. 
CONGRESS. HE COMMEtiTED THAT THE AOMitiiSTR ATION IS MORE 
FAVORABLE !TO THE ARAB VIE\/) THAll I~ CDUGRESS, AIID SAID 

THAT THE ADMitiiSTRATION TRULY WANTS TO BE OF SOME 
ASSISTANCE IH THE MIDDLE EAST. HE SAID THAT ADMITTING 
THAT THE ADM.IIII:iTRUIOil HAZ MADE SOME MI~TAKES, DOES tiOT 

MEAN THAT THEY ARE UNCOtiCERtiED. GOVERtiOR ATIYEH SAID 
· THAT FOR EXAMPlE PRE~IDEtiT REAGAN 1: ST~OIIGLY OPPOSED 

TO THE PROPO:::Al TO NOVE THE AMERICMI EM6AS~Y FROM TEL AVIV 
TO J[RU:ALEM, DE~PtH THE FACT THAT THE DEMOCRATIC 
CAIIDIDATE~ FAVOR THAT PROPO:ML . THE GO\ERIIOR SAID 
PRESIDEIIT REA6Atl WANTS TO BE A PMRT Of THE PROCE:s or 
HELPIIIG PEACE , HE SAID THAT HE liMITED TO COIIHUIIICAH 

THAT MESSAGE TO THE ~'IRI.\11 GOVERtiHEtiT AIID riOPED TO tiE 
ABLE TO GIVE IT DIRECTLI TO PRE~IDEIIT AS~AD. THE 

GOVERIIOR SAID THAT HE ~OPr: TliU ~ITri DEl EuAlfOtl:; LIKE 
HIS 0~11 f'LUS THE ErFORT: OF THE ll : . "0111tiiSTRATIOII 

~HICH DEfltiiTELY W,\111: TOE[ FRifiiD: liiTH THE COUIITRIC 
OF THE MIDDLE (u.; :liiU PuiiT OF THE :OLUTICII OF THE 

MIDDlE E11~T, "ll Of ~HE IIITERE.~TED PAFTif~ COIJLD COJ:l 

TOGETHER :0 TII•T TilE. II: ~OIJlD E',T•ELI:II fRIEliDL'I 
RILPliotJ". IIIT!I uiL 01 T><[ CCIUITRIE: 01 THE MIODI[ ,,·;T 

IIICL•IUIII~ 1"-R"tl, ,;.;Ill•· iH;;II JU~T CUI GU , Qtlf OF 
THEM 

10. ~HADDAI1 RE:POIIDED TH•T I R\111" '~"CIC.~l f'OIIIT OF 
Vl£11, HO\IEVER, THE :ITU>TIOII 11:;: 110~1Uo; 1:1 !HE OPPO:IT[ 

DIRECTIOtl KII •. OOAI1 :;;ID THAI IF AtlfRIC~II "1[1 TO IJI1~<Cl 
HAD ' tiftll L 1111HG TO !COIIOI11C p: ·; I ';T~IICE, ~iRIA WOUlD 

NOT HA. 11[ OBJECTED, .TIId I~ PIIE~ICA"; eu':111E~~. BUT ull[RICM-1 

CONFIOENTIAL 

TELEGRAM 
MILITARY AID hELP: ISRAEL OCCUPl ~P~B LAUD~ 

AND COHHIT AGGRE~SIO~ AGQifiST THE ARABS . 

II . GOVERIIOR ATIY(H THE~ SAID HE \I•UTEO TO STRESS THAT 

IN HIS 0111-1 EXPERIEIICE ,r. THE STATE OF OREGOII HE HA~ 

GONE THROUGH DIFFICUlT TIME~ ECOIIOHICALLY AIID Sm[TIMES 

THI-NGS HAVE GOIIE liROIIG, BUT HE DOES IIOT SPEIID TIME 
LAMENTING liHY OR HOY BUT RATHER DEVOTING HI~ !IIERGIE: IC 

SOLUTIOtiS ii( SAID OIIE CAll LEARII FIIOM THE PA:T BliT 
HE AlliAYS TRIES TO MOVE FOR\IARD AtiD IIOT SPEID TIME 011 
DAYS THAT ARE GOIIE. ~H~OD~H AGREED COIIT lllllll1u, 

G.OV.ERtiOR ATIYEH oAID HE RECOC.IIIZED IHAI IHl ~OLIITIOI-I~ 011 

THE MIDDLE EAST liEH IIOT EASi AIID TIIAT .~IRI~ ./~o liORIIIIIG 

HARD TO SETTlE THE lEBAIIESE CIVIl \1>\R AtiD THAT THEHt 
\/ERE HANY OTHER PROBlEM~ Ill THE AREA. THE GOVERIIOR 
SAID HE RECOC.tiiZED THAT KH~DDAtl:; 111PACT Otl I ITERIIIITIOI:,.L 
AFFAIR~ ·liAS GREATER THAll THAT OF ~ ,,OVERNOP. BIT HE A5 

GOVERtiDR liAtiTED TO Ao~ 110\i HE COUlD COtlTRISIJTo TO IIOVIIIG 
~ORii.~RD AND ASKED If THERE ~A~ A POLE FOR !;011EOIIE ~IKE 

HIMSELF ~HO IS !lOT~ ~~RT OF THE U.~. ADMitii:;TRATiotL 

12 . KHADDAM RESPONDED BY SAYINt THAT PEOPlE liHO DO NOT 
KNOll THE PROBLEMj OF TH[ AREA CAIIIIOT BRitiG ABOUT A SOlli
TIOII, JUST AS A PERSOt·l 1/ITH q HEADMCHE UHO DOES tWT 

KNOll THE CAUSE Ot THE HEADACHE 1: uu:;URE \lhiC~ 11EDICIIIE 
TO TAKE. HE SAID If T\10 PEOPLE DISaGREE THE i CAll GO TO 
COURT AIID \/HERE THERE IS A LA~ JUDC.11EIH S Af;E '1QDc, BUT 
ltl THE MIDDlE EAST THAT f~CILITY 1: tJOT ~V~<Il•BLE. 

KHADDAH THEil DESCRIDED THE E:ThELI :H MEIIT Of I ;RoEl, 

THE EXPUlSION OF PiiLESTitiiAtiS \IHD "liVE ltl TE'1R16LE 

~ ------· 
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CONDI'TIONS" AND IIAtiT TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES AND 
SAID IT IS HARD TO SEE A SOLUTION IF ISRAEL DOES NOT GIVE 
PANUSTtNIANS THEIR RIGHTS AND RETURN OCCUPIED TERRITORY 
TO ITS 0\IIIERS. THUS, SAID KHAODAM, THE U.S. GOVERNNEIIT 
HUST RECOGNIZE THESE FACTS AND IF IT DOES IT WILL KNOW 
HOW TO REACH A JUST SOLUTION. 

13. KHAODAH ASSURED GOVERNOR ATIYEH THAT SYRIA IIANTS 
PEACE AND A SETTLEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS Ill THE AREA, BUT 
THIS MUST BE A JUST AND STABLE PEACE, NOT ONE THAT 
CAN BE UNDERMINED AND COLLAPSE \liTH THE FIRST SHAKE. 
KHADDAH SAID THAT AMERICAN OFFICIAL$ CAN HELP RESTORE 
STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST IF THEY ARE HORE OBJECTIVE, 
ALTHOUGH HE RECOGNIZED THAT THIS HIGHT BE DIFFICULT IN 
AN ELECTION YEAR. 

14. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN FOCUSED ON ISRAEL'S SECURITY 
PROBLEM AND MENTIONED THAT ISR.EL REPEATEDLY SAYS THAT 
IT FEARS Hll ITARY ACTIONS ~HICH IT MUST DEFEND ITSELF 
AGAINST. THE GOVERtiOR 'sAID THAT SOtiE "SIGIIAlS" ARE 
IIEEDED TO s•Y TO ISRAEL THAT THEY 00 IIOT tiEEO TO ~ORRY 
ABOUT THEIR SECURITY, I.E., TO TAKE AllAY ISRAEL'S 
CONCERN. FOR EXAMPLE, THE GOVERNOR SAID SYRIA HIGHT 
DECLARE THAT IT IIOULO BE WILLING TO PROTECT ISRAEL'S 
BORDERS AND THEREFORE ISRAEL DOES HOT NEED All THOSE 
ARMAMENTS, THAT IIOULD BE ANOTHER WAY TO DEAL WITH THE 
QUESTION OF ARMS TO ISRAEL. 

15. KHADDAt1 REPLIED BY SAYING THAT ONE HAD TO DEAL 
WITH THE QUESTION OF ISRAELI TERRITORIAL CLAIMS AND 
THE MASS EXODUS OF THE PALESTINIANS FROM PALESTINE. 
KHADDAM ASKED HOW SYRIA COULD TELL ISRAEL THAT IT 
WOULD PROTECT ITS BORDERS 1/HEN THOSE BORDERS WERE NOT 
THREATENED. KHAOOAM SAID THAT IN FACT SYRIA' S \JERE 
THE ONES THAT NEEDED TO BE DEFENDED. IT liAS THEREFORE" 
NOT REALISTIC AT All TO SPEAK OF A SYRIAN GUARANTEE OF 
ISRAEl. Ill FACT, IF THERE IS TO BE PEACE Ill THE AREA, 
ANY GUARANTEES 1/0ULD HAVE TO LAID DOliN BY THE U.N. 
SECURITY COU~Cil. 

16. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID HE DID NOT NECESSARILY DISAGREE, 
HE WAS ONLY THROWING OUT IDEAS AND POKING AT THE QUESTION. 
KHADOAH CONTIIIUED THAT PALESTINIAN PEOPLE WHICH HAVE SEEN 
DENIED THEIR RIGHTS AND DISPLACED ARE STRUGGLING TO 
RETURN AND HO ONE HAS THE RIGHT TO PREVENT THE~ FROM 
lAUNCHING A STRUGGLE FOR THIS PURPOSE. KHADOAH SAID 
THAT ONCE THE PROBLEMS OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AIID 
PALESTINIAN RIGHTS ARE SOLVED, THE U.N. SECURtTY COUIICIL 
COULD LAY DOWN APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES. 

TELEGH~.M 

17. GOVERNOR STaTED TP.' SYRII NOW SEEMED TO BE THE ON LY 
COUtiTRY IIHICH II•• •CJ ivELl 1.0<~111~ iOii~R>l fEAGf MID A 
LEBAUESE SETTLE!'£ ;j 11£ il ~~£0 r. ~P.IH '>'ilo\1 All A11fP.ICAII 
GOVERNOR COULD DO TO HeLP. r~HQD"H REn 1ED THill SYRia 

\IELC011ES All EFFORT~ Ill THE FROPER 111HO:PIIFRE TO 4o:iiST. 
HE SAID SYRIA IIAIITS p[i;C £ 6£Ci\US£ SYRii\ IS ~PUIOiliG A 
MAJOR PORTIOII Of IT" REVEt:UES fOR D£F£11:E, R£VE!:UE liHICH 
\IOULD HAVE BEEN SPEIIT 011 ECOIIOHIC AIID SOCIAL DEVELOPMEI:T 
If THERE HAD BEEN PEACE . HE SAID SYRIA HAS T~EREFORE AH 
IIITEREST IN PEACE BUT IT IS THE ISRAELI \JILL 1/HICH 
IS BE lNG IMPOSED ON THE ARABS, AtiO AI1Y EFFORT TO CREATE A 
PROPER ATMOSPHERE FOR PEACE IIOULD BE IIELCOH[O EY SYRIA. 

18. GOVERNOR ATIYEH COIICLUDED THE DISCUSSIOII BY 
REHINDitiG THE VICE PRESIDEIIT THAT HE DOE> 1101 REPRESEIH 
THE U. S. GOVERIHIEill, BUT HE DIU EXPECT TO SEE PRESIDENT 
REAGAN AND IIOULO REPORT TO HIM Oil HIS VISIT TO SYRIA. 
HE SAID HE IIOULO BE A NES~ENGER IIHO HAS DEEP COIICERN 
FOR PEACE AND HOPES FOR THE PEOPLE ANO T~AT HE YAIITED 
TO ASSURE VICE PRESIDENT THAT AMERICAII EMOTIOII~ ARE THE 
SAME AS THOSE EXPRESSED BY THE VICE PR(SIDEIIT . THE 
VICE PRESIDENT SAID HE BELIEVED GOVERHOR ATIYEH 
\IOULO DO SOMETHING IMPORTAIIT IF HE FOLLO\IfO THAT COURSE. 

19 . BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. RUGH 
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SUBJECT: SYRIAN NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW WITH OREGON GOVERNOR 
ATIYEH 

SYRIAN NEWSPAPER MARCH 29 REPORTED AN INTERVIEW WITH 
VISITING OREGON GOVERNOR VICTOR ATIYE ~ GIVEN ON MARCH 28. 
FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE ARTICLE : 

BEG IN TEXT : THE GOVERNOR OF OREGON S AYS AMERICAN POLICY 
IN THE REGION LACKS CREDIBILITY. MR. VICTOR ATIY E H, 
-GOVERNOR OF OREGON. CRITICIZED AMERICAN POLICY IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST AND ITS POSITIONS ON THE ARAB - ISRAELI CONFLICT . 

MR. ATIYEH SAID IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THAWRA NEWSPAPER 
THAT HE BELIEVES IT IS A GREAT MISTAKE THAT THE AMERICAN 
CONGRESS IS APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF THE AMERICAN EM
BASSY IN ISRAEL FROM TEL AVIV TO JERUSALEM. THE AMERICAN 
OFFICIAL CONTINUED, WARNING OF THE DANGERS THAT WILL RESULT 
FROM THIS MATTER . HE BELIEVES THAT JUST TALKING ABOUT 
THIS ISSUE IS CONSIDERED DANGEROUS. 

MR. ATIYEH CONFIRMED THAT IT IS NOT IN AMERICA'S INTERESTS 
THAT SUCH A THING TAKE PLACE . 

REGARDING AMERICA'S ROLE IN THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT AND 
THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, · MR. ATIYEH COt~FlRMED THAT 
AMERICA'S ROLE LACKS CREDIBILITY. HE SAID THAT IN ORDER 
FOR AMERICA TO BECOME A I·~EDIATOR, IT MUST POSSESS CREDI
BILITY AND THAT AMERICA HAS LOST THIS CREDIBILITY . 

MR. ATIYEH EXPRESSED HI 'S HOPE THAT PEACE WOULD BE ACHIEVED 
IN THE REGION. HE SAID THE AMERICAN PEOPLE CARE ABOUT 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THAT THEY ARE ANXIOUS ABOUT 
THE EVENTS AND SUFFERING THAT WERE WITNESSED BY THE 
REGION. HE ADDED THAT THERE WILL BE A DAY WHEN THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL HAVE THEIR SAY. 
ON THE ROLE OF ARAB EMIGRANTS AND ARAB COMMUNITIES 
IN AMERICA REGARDING THE ARAB CAUSE AND THE REQUIRED ROLE 
IN THE FACE OF THE ZIONIST LOBBY' S ROLE IN THE US, MR. 
ATIYEH SAID THAT THE ARAB COMMUNITIES ARE ACTING TO FORM 
GROUPS THAT ARE EFFECTIVE AND THAT CAN PRACTICE IN THE 
FUTURE AN ACTIVITY THAT WOULD SERVE THE ARAB CAUSE . 

MR. ATIYIH EXPLAINED THAT FOUR YEARS AGO, AN ARAB ASSOCI
ATION WAS ESTABLISHED IN WASHINGTON AND IT IS TRYING TO 
GET IN TOUCH WITH AMERICAN POPULAR AND OFFICIAL CIRCLES 
TO EXPLAIN TO THEM THE DIMENSIONS OF THE ARAB CAUSE AND 
THE FACTS OF THE CONFLICT IN THE REGION. 

MR. ATIYEH LAUDED THE PROJECTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS THAT WERE 
ACCOMPLISHED ON THE LEVEL OF INTERNAL CONSTRUCTION. HE 
ALSO EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION WITH HIS TALKS WITH SOME 
SYRIAN OFFICIALS. END TEXT. RUGH 
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E.O, 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL, OVIP (ATIYEH, VICTOR), SY 

SUBJECT: ORCGON GOVERNOR ATIYEH'S H~RCH 31 MEETIUG ~ITH 

SYRIA'S PRESICEKT HAFIZ AL-ASSAD 

1. (C-HIT IRE TEXTl , 

2. SUMMARY: Oil MARCH 31, OfiEGO:I GOVERtiOil ATIVEII, 
ACCOMPANIED BY CHARGE AND BY 01i[ tlfl1nER OF OF.EGOII DEL E-GA-
TION, HET \liTH PRESIDENT ASSAD. NOS! cr TI;E DISCU::;JOI~ 

DEALT \liTH US-SYRIAt: REli.TIOiiS, 1/HIC~I THE GOVERIIOR 

INITIATED BY EYPRESSIUG CO~CERII TH~T RELATI0"3 ARE NOT 
GOOD DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE U.S. \IAiiTS Pf~CE Ill 
THE ARE~ AllC IT APPEPRS SYRIA OCES AL~O. THE GOVER"OP 
SAID HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY lHE STATE DEP~R~MENT TO SAY -- - - . -
~HA!__!_HE USG liMiT~ TO OPEl! UP LitE~ OF CCt:~llliiCATIO!I 

UIJ!LAS~~l). lfl RESPONSE, THE S'/RIAII Pr.ESIOEIH REAFFIRMED 
THAT HE IS IIITEP.ESTED 1N DIALOGUE \liTH THE U.S., SLIT 
HE RECITED AT SOME LE~G1H THE U:UAL SYRIAH GRIEVANCES 
ON U.S. POLICY: THE U.S. IS 3£RV IIIG ISRAEL I RATHEil 
THAll A~ERICAII IIHEREST.>, li IS pqQVIOIIIG HUGE llfiOV;ITS 

OF ECON0111C AIID MIL ITA~Y ASSISTP.Ii:[ TO IS~il[l, AIID IT 
IS ASIWIG SYRIA TO ~BAt:OOil ITS PRII!CIFLES. ASSAO 
RECALLEr H HA~ iiECEIVCD A U. S. HE!:S11GE Oi: rED~!II.RY 8, 
19S4 UHICH HE SAID \./AS "U~I\IISE" EECAU~E IT A~ICIJNTEO TO 
AN ANERICAN \IAR:·IfltG, OR BREAT, Alf(l THE A~!ERICAIIS :~OIJLD 

Ktl0\1 THIT THI:> I~ liOT H!:: IIAY TO OEi',l liiTH :>i<ll;;. ASS~D 

ALSO REO.LLEO 'DiiCE AGAPLI HIS JUiH: 10, 19Jt MoETir!G 
\liTH A~fASoADOR HA8!t, l.tJD HE HP~lS:ED ~1: STRO•:GE'iT 
CRITICI~H YET or Ha~IB PEr::O:tiHY; AT Th[ SOJIE TI~E 

ASSAD HAD tiiiiO 1/0i:DS FOF. ASSioTArJT SE:ii~T~ilt Nl'RPHY. lil 
THE GOVERQOP'S P~iiSlEHT I~Q~IP!E~ ~E0~1 T~E PCL~ 

SYRIA ENVISIOIIEO FO?. THE U. ;, IIi THE A~EI-, hSS;;O ~~10 

THAT THE S:.Ji'ERf;:;'~ER~ CVvLC UOT Et .Cai~O;i V IIi :,ET~l~i1E:lT 

OF THE F.EGIOii'S P~CCLE'IS, &VT HE STP.CS:iED i~~T ~AS~III•iTOII 

SHOULD CO MORE TO "UhDER:T•~o· TME ~!CDLE E~'iT MnU TC 
RESTORE ITS CREDIDIL ITY \liTH THE 11~~5:; 1!. Ci<C[R TO PLD.Y 

A RCLE HRE. GOVERiiCR ATI\'EH oiFHS:;ED Hi: uW:l i:lTEi\O:ZT 

IN FACILITATING UMOE~STAIIOirG AND COOPER&TiC~ EETUEE~ 

OUF: T\10 COlllliRIES, AND ~A:D T0 TH.fl" Et:O HE 1-'DUlO 
RECOMMEND TO THE OT~ER REP~BLICAN GOVER~OR'i iHIT TMEY 

ALSO D~1NG TRADE DELEGATIONS TO THE A~E"; ~SStD 

1/ELCOHEC THIS PROPOE~L. TI:E GO\'ERIIOF. DIC IICT R~ISE 

THE OUEZTIO!I Of' LEBAt!Ofl ltl ANY ~ET111e, E'-'T H~ ~!0 HLr: 

ABOUT TERRO~ISM AND THE CUCi:LEY CA~E iSE?TLll. EID 

SUMMARY. 

3. GOVERNOR CF OFEGOn VICTO~ 'T!Y[H MET rCR HEAPLY 
TWO HOURS 0~ MARCH 31 WITH PRESIOEUT HAFIZ Al-ASEAJ. 

'rHE IIEET IIIG !liTH THE PP.E:IDEIH 114S THE LAS; EVEII~ 

IN A Sll. D~Y PROG~A~I ~~r:A/IGEu B~ HiE 5'!'"-IHii toCVCR~I-

2S27 

f!~CE- [•C 

SSA-01 

I ~·"~" I''" !,1 ' l i l"i . : 11 , u .. ~. I ,_ 

T
-: ·-' •. ... 
t", L t l. : -. f d d 

DOR!I 11; A ~~nL : · 

ACCDMP~ii:ED 1:1 lf ' 

4 ·. i t ~· f:L ·1:_ ~ :' ·.•· - ~t:. 'i.l.\ :.. 

• .:.·. r. 'fE , -~ .- . . ·: r; l• O:lf 

ORE GO~ I Ali 0' : Yf .. 

ACCONP~iiiED Ol;lY •• ~ · 

~ i \ : r.[ ·: 
I ,._., 

• •vi p .~!i . 

4. GOVEFiiOR 0°EIIEO T~" D!:;:·.!::JJ!' C' ._._ ~:"l[i'iG 

HIS VISIT TO ZYRI; ~ : TH[ c~~~ c; :, J!.c ;:1 .o:, 
1/HICH IIICLUuEO BIJ'SII,,:·;~~:t MID CliCo"'' ".~,;., 

REPP.ESEIITi.TI\'EE. feE : :,1[' ~: ~~I:H.t ~:; ;::.::•:•!:E'iJ 
THRT SYRIA IIIVITE CT~EF :~!~:G~~ ~~~r~~=~~ !D C~I~C 

OELEGATIOIJ~ TO sv;;;~, L\F : ,;l',lt.G Tll;i IT I;CUl;i lE 

HELPFCl TO 5YRI2 erc~~~E IT ~O~L ~ ~[~P PUC~!~£ lH[ 
AHERICA~: ru~~:~ ·" :Tii t'C.~~ l!i;o::;~Q!IOII :'lfl p: ~ H!D~~E 

EA~T. TH~ GQIIEfHiC::i ::.:..10 Ti;~j ~~: :a:c.~ .·: ,.,JE.._i·: 

KIIO\ILE06E n:<D Ulil' R:;T~I::JJriG Or THE M!OD" EA':T i\110 
PART i CUL I•.P.L Y 'iYR I> I. !lOT \•ERY ST~CiiG. ~:::0:1'.D 

REPLIED TH~T HE ni·' ~oD '.liTH 'liE !ccA 1:1 PRI:::tFLE, 
BUT VOIWEREO \~~~HE'< Sl'f, ,,:, \.'CUL~ Ef PE"':!TT!:O 
UIWER AMERICAil F.' . ·.,Lc"!O'IS T~ ISSUe .!!IV'7PT10ll~ 

TO A~iERICAI! COV(f:' ~~ : ::IREC1L\, I·DDII:J TiiPT IF IT 

\/ERE NOT POS: 16L£ TC 00 TH".l I II A FfR'In SE!iSE, 
SYRIA \IOL'LO \lLCOiiE G0 1:'ERil0fiS ~ITHC~1 fCR~.I;L 
INVITATION!:. 

5. GOVERNOR ~TI\'EH O:P.IO THAT~ ·; llll ELECIL U Cii~I~M~'' 
OF THE P.[PU&L I CAll GOVEP.IIOi:S ' CO~l'E:Ir: : C£ "E \:~:,~D 

\/RITE TO THE !< 01HER P.EPl'UL IC I•'' GO\·E"I!~;;: ~liD 

TELL THft: THAT SYRIA I~ I!:T[P.l3icD 1:, E.~!riG ~;;~E~

STOOO BETTER ~.liD ~V~LD \!tlCQMl llc:To £( Trl~ 

GOVERIIORS, At:D ~UGGEEi IIIG TH~i I r 7f'~\ Rc:E I \'E 

[~ n [ ! t I D PI'·~ T ' r I ' ~ 'I ,_ ' . I Ill... 
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AN INVITATION THEY SHOULD ACCEPT IT. THE GOVERIIDR 
SAID THAT THE BEST HEANS TO ARRANGE A VISIT UOULO 
BE Oil TilE BASIS or A SYRIAU GOVERII~IENT INVITATIO:I TO 
COME AIIO TO BRING A TRADE DELEGATION. ASSAD RESPONDED 
THAT HE THOUGHT THAT ~OULO DE POSSIBLE AHU FOR EXAMPLE 
THE SYRIAN tlltiiSTRY OF ECDilOIIY COUlD ISSUE SUCH All 
INVITATIO~. THE tiOTE TRKER \/AS DIRECTED TO FOLLOW UP 
ON THI$ . ASSAD ALSO SUGGE~TED THAT INVITATIOiiS COULD 
BE SEIH THROUGH THE SYRIMII1MBASSADOR IN IIASHIIIGTOII. 

6. GOVERtiOR ATIYEH SAID TH~T ARR~NGING SUCH EXCHAII GES 
IIOULD HOT IN ITSELF SOLVE TilE PP.OBLEHS OF NIJUIIDEnSTAilDIIIG, 
BUT IT COULD BE A BEGIIIIIIIIG. HE NEIHIOI4ED THill DURING 
HIS VISIT TO SYRIA, THE 1\10 TELEVISION TEA11S 
FROM OREGON HAD SENT BACK BY SATELLITE FOOTAGE IIHICH 
APPEARED EVERY NIGHT Ill OREGOII AIID lHAT \/AS HELPFUL. 
T~E GOVERIIOR SAID IT liAS IIIPORTAIH FOR PEOPLE AT HOllE 
TO KU0\1 ABOUT THE ACT IV I Tl ES OF 111£ I R GOVERIIOR Ill 

SYRIA. ASSAD SAID HE AGREED. 

7. TIIICE LATER IN THE COIIVERSATIOII, GOVERIIOR ATIYEH 
RETURNED TO THE SPECIFIC IDEA OF AMERICAN GOVERIIORS 
VloiTIHG SYRIA . AT OIIE POIIIT HE SAID THAT IT lii1S 
FINE TO HAVE U.S. CONGRESSI\Etl ~NO SEIIATORS tiAI(IflG 
VISITS, BUT ASSAD SHOULD KNOll TIIAT CONGRES:;IIUI MID 
SENATORS ARE ELECTED OUT OF THE INDIVIDUAL STATES AIID 
IF OtiE INVITED GOVERNORS FROM !\lOSE STATES OliE COULD 
IN EFFECT "BUILD FIRES AT liOIIE" . lHE GOVEF.IIOR !\ShED 
IF SYRIA HAD EIER RECEIVED All OFFICIAL VISIT DY A 
U.S. GOVERilOR EEFORE, AND 1\3SAD SAID HE TIIOUGHT THIS 
liAS litE FIRST OtiE . GOVERIIOR ATIYEH THEil RECOUIITED 
All EXPER I EIICE HE HAD IiilO Ill L%8 1/HEN HI \/AS Oil THE 
PLATFO~f1 CONHITTEE OF THE REPUEL I CAN PARTY AIIO PROPOSED 
PROVIDltiG AMERICAN ARHS EQUAlLY TO THE COUnTRIES OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST, A- PROPOSAL WHICII HAD EVOKED A VERY 
ANGRY RESPOIISE FROM SEUATOR JAVITS, \./HIC\1 \11\S 50 
HEATED THftl THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAU EVERETT OIRKSO~ 

HAD TO .APOLOGIZE FOR JAVITS' BEHAVIOR. AS5AC SAID 
THAT STORY \/AS AN EXAMPLE OF TilE BLIND FllllATICI:::II 
AtiD BIAS Ill FAVOR OF ISR;IEL 1/HICH ASSAD S~ID liE KtiE\1 
AOOUT Ill SEIIATOR JAVITS. GOVERIIOR ATI'I£11 SiiiD THE 
POIIIT HE IIAHTED TO HAkE UIIS THAT A PERSOII \liTH THOSE 
VIEIIS GETS ELECTEo- lrl fltll YllR~. SlATE BUT IF THE 

PEOPLE or THE STATE OF 11~\.' YOI<K UIWEHSTOOD lHE 
SITUATIOtl THEY WOULD HOT ELECT JAVITS. ASSAD ~AID 

HE APPkECIATEO THAT VERY tiUCH. 

8. LATER THE GOVERIJOR RETUOii£0 TO THE OUESTIOII AllD 
SAID I1GAIN THAT HE PLf,llf/[0 TO \/RITE A lETTER TO Tit£ 

OTHER REPUBliCAtl GOVEkllORS AIID 1/0ULD SUGGEST THEY 

31'14 
COllE OIIE AT A Tl~lf 10 T•: 1110r,LE [;;:;1 Min BRIIIG O[LEGA-

TIOIIS \liTH THE!:. Tr<o GO ~· tP.IiOf: I<Oi£0 THI' T THfr.E 1:. 
AlSO All OI IG ;•IIIUTIC:. 0' MR~6 /ll;g i C I ..I~o, THE I.P.RA, 
\lliiCH PERfOcil: A OifF[R[IIl f!I/ICTI0/1 hl•T IIH!1T fl[ lc 
Pf:OPOSIUG IS f.RII< GIIIG ~;11£l::lc·IIL ~·itO ,,p[ llOT CF 11R11H 

ORIGIII TO Til[ tiiDDlE E:\ ~T Ill l'"['[R lC ENO;iOEr; ThE 
UIWER:;TAIIUIIIc Of 111E AllrRIC,dl fl~·fi £, A:;SAO S~IO 

HE THOUGIIT 11 ~1 " 3 A VERY GOO[< IJfl•. 

9. HO ST OF Tli£ T\10 HOUR OISCU~:;JC.;, \!AS SPEtH ON 
THE MOR E GEHl~nl QU[STIO~ OF St~lhN·hH[RICA~ 

REL AT J O~:; I ~ A :;utSTAHTIVE 5[~~£. GOUl~UOR 

ATI YE H OPEIIED TH<IT Gl:iCUS31011 6\ Snl IIIG ~:;A VER.Y 
DE VOU T AI1ERICW Hl hiiE' TH~I Tilt COIIR~E THE ~NI TE~ 

ST AT ES HAD Thl,fll ~AS NO T Ill Till r.CST 1111ERE51S OF 
HIS COUIITr.·; , A:;SAD IHTERJfClf n liii\T liE' IIAD ~AID 

EXACTLY lii11T 10. ALL M1F.RIC~II OFF ICii\LS TH~T ~E liAr! 

11ET. COIITIIIUIII~, l HE oOVERIIOK ~AID II( ~IIE\1 lHERE 
MUST BE A SOLUTION ITO BILIITEP.Al DIFFEREiiCESl SOI\f-
~HERE, HO \iEVER liE 010 IIOT f. :iC~ \I!IER( IT \lAS BUT 
EVERYTHIIIG HE HAD HURD t\AUE IT CLEAr. TO .HJI THAT 
SYRIA DOES II~IH PEACE AND !li)ES IIOT 'A!lJ ~SR THE 
GOVERIIOR S1\IO HE riP.I1LY BELIE\'ED 111f Ai1E~ICAt·: 

PEOPL [ PL :;o H<liiT Pl ~CE. HE ~' I\ I D HE hii[\J THH THi 
RELATI Oil >, 6E H.Hil TilE U. :;, 1. /1 0 SYRIA \IE HE NOT 
VERY STROIIG AliD liE W.S A~n R E O> /1 :\CniCA'S LAC~ 

OF CREOIUILITY \liTH THE SYRI!Hi GOVER:UIUIT, SL·T 
HE 1/0ULD likE TO :H IF TIIERl ~:!!'- !lli Y I:Al' THE 
UNITED STnTE:; COULD ~onli ~ITH TilE <;ynll.il GOVERII
HENT GECAUSf SYRIA :;EEMED TO Gf ~in~~IIIG ALUhE. 
TilE GOV[hiiO R ~1\1 0 HE DID 1101 f ::0•.• IF l<l COUI C f.l 
A HESSEII~ER, I1IW Hl IWTED rAnliiTIIU I CAllY THAT HE 
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' I 



COPY 
PAGE 91 DAHASC 22 2& 7 
ACT I 011 Ill A ·II 

INFO OCT·OO COPY-01 ADS·O~ I~IR·IiJ ss-eo CIAE·D~ NSCE:DO 

NSAE-00 SS0-00 PH-10 INRE·OD SSI•·Ol SP-02 SSA-01 

/93& w 
------------------330&25 021525Z /51 

0 921356Z APR 84 
FM AMEHBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE IIASHDC IMMEDIATE &9&0 
I NF 0 AHE MBA S S Y AtiHAII 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

AtiEMBASSY CAIRO 

AtiCOIISUL J'ERUSALEM 

AMEtiBASSY JIDDA 

USELO RIYADH 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SECTIOI·I C3 OF 07 DAMASCUS 922&7 

~AS NOT PART OF THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION, BUT HE 

SAID THAT AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN !liTH A HIGH ELECTIVE 

OFFICE AND OF ARAB BACKGROUIID HE 1/0ULD Ll KE 

TO BE HELPFUL IN AllY \lAY HE COULD, EVEN IN A SMALL 

\lAY. 

lD. AT THAT POINT THE GOVERNOR SAID H 010 HAVE 

OUE MESSAGE THAT HE 1/AIITEO TO CONVEY TO PRESIDENT 

ASSAD BECAUSE IT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIM AT THE 

STATE DEPARTMENT BY A:SISTAUT SECRETARY MURPH 

TO BRING TO SYRIA. THE GOVERNOR SAID HE HAD IIOT 

GIVEN THIS HE~SAGE TO ~UYONE ELSE HE SAID THE 

MESSAGE liAS THAT THE U.o. ADHINISTRATIOU AND THE 

STATE DEPARTHEIIT IIAUT TO OPEN UP LiliES OF COMMUNICA 

liON AND DISCUSSION \liTH ASSAD HE SAID THAT II~S 

THE DillY "ESSAGE HE liAS CnRRYIIIG FROM THE U.S. 

ADMINISTRAT ) OII, BUT HE ADDED IT liAS 1/0RTHY OF DIS

CUSSION AND THOUGHT PRESIDEIIT ASSAD OUGHT TO KNOll THERE 

~AS STROIIG AHERICAU DESIRE TO HAVE A DISCUSSION \liTH 

THE SYRIAN GOVERIIIIEIIT IN APPROPRIATE \lAYS. 

II. ASSAD RESPOIIDEO BY SAYIIIG FIRST THAT HE AGREED 

\II TH THIS PROPOS IT I O'L THEN ASSAD LAUNCHED I liTO 

A LEIIGTHY DISCUSSIOfl OF U.S. POLICY, IIHICH HE OPENED 

BY SAYING THAT THE U, S. ADMINISTRATIOtl LACKED 

CREDIBILITY. HE SAID THERE HAC BEEN MANY UIDE 

OPENINGS IN THE PAST BUT UNFORTUNATELY THE U.S. 
HAD NOT IMPLEIIENTED COMMITMENTS IT HAD TAKEN UPON 

ITSELF. ASSAD SAID "liE HAVE FELT THAT U S. ENVOYS 

0~ OFFICIALS ~HO COME OUT HERE ARE HERE CARRIERS 

OF ISRAELI POSITIOIIS. \IE DO NOT FEE fi THEY 

SPEAK TO US AS MIERICAtL SERVIIIG THE IIITERESTS OF 

THE UNITED ~TATES OR CARRYIIIG IHE RESPOIISIBILITY 

OF T ~ E UNITED STATES TO\IARDS THE AREA." ASS~D 

SA I 0 IT LOOKS AS IF ISRAEL IS THE SUPER PO\IER AND 

I T IS SENDING AMERICAN ENVOYS HERE. 

12. CONTINUIIIG, A~SAD SAID THAT HE ~OULD CllE AS 

AN EXAMPLE AMBASSADOR HABIB. HE :AID "I DON'T 

LIKE HIM, AIIC I \IOULO PREF ER AllY OTHER Art£RIC~N 

OVER HIM, BECAUSE I BELI EVE HE ~AS ABLE TO CHEA T 

US MORE. HE HAD A CHAliCE TO CHE•T u: BECAUSE HE 

liAS OF ARAB ORIGIII 'liD FP.IIML• 'HIS <ACT HAP 

~tl rFFrcr or-1 11: fiEC:4'··;r 111 r 'P i" CTFD r~r rJPPO' 11r 

FROM HIM THAT HE \IOULD HAVE :OME TIE: TO u: . " 

EXPLAitiiiiG, ASSAD SAID THERE li"S Al·l ARAB PROVERB 

THAT THE BETRAYAL OF CLOSE RELATIVE: IS FAR MORE 

HARMFUL THAll THAT OF A OI~TAIIT PERSOII, AIIO THAT 

THERE liAS AIIOTHER ARAD PROVERB THAT SAID THE 

INJUSTICE OF THE CLO:EST RELATIVE I~ SHARPER TH~N 

THE VELL-:HARPENfD :liORO. THEN PRE:IOEIIT AS:AD 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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TEL E G R Afv1 
IN AN APPAREIIT RfrERE' :£ T0 T~-~ P ! SCUS~ION OF 

JUNE 18, l9S2 \1 ! •1< AI1BA::•OOR HA~IS (WHICH HE 

AND OTHER ZVRIAN OFFIC I ~ L : HI<VE HUoTIOIIED REPEATE DLY 

IN RECENT HOIITH: . ~AID THAT HE HAD ASKED HABIB ~H AT 

HAD HAPPENED TO HA"[ THE UNITED STaTES COIITRADICT 

~HAT SYRIA PliO AMERICA HliQ AGREED liPON BA:EO UPOii 

A ~RITlEN MESSAGE FROM PRE~IDE~T REAGAN. ASSAD 

SAID THAT SYRIA ONL• ASkED THE U~ITED ~TIT£: TO 

IHPLEMEIIT AGREEMENTS AIID ABIDE BY AGREEMEIITS THE 

U.S. IS COIIHITTED TO . ~SSAD SAID \iHEII HE HAD ASKED 

HABIB ABOUT THIS, HABIB'S DillY All:~fR ~AS THAT IIHAT 

HAD HAPPEI/EO HAD NOT BEEII \IH~T THE UNITED :T~TE~ 

HAD \/ANTED TO HAPPEII, ~fi l CH IIA~ llhl THE AII:\IER 

OF AN II/CAPACITATED CHILO, ASSAD SAID. 

13. ASSAD RECALLED THAT HE HAD TOLD THIS STORY TO 

SECRETARY SHULTZ DURIIIG THE SECRETARY'S VISIT TO 

DAMASCUS AND HAD SAID THAT HABIB': EXPLANATION MEAN T 

ONE OF TIIO THINGS, EITHER THE UNITEU ~TATES IS 

COLLUDING \liTH ISRAEL TO UNDERTAKE liGGRESSiotl 

AGAI IIST SYRIA, OR THE UUITED STATES IS UNABLE TO 

I MPLEMENT \/HAT IT HAS COMMITTED ITSELF TO . HE 

SAID THAT EVEtt SECRETARY SHULTZ HAD NO AIISiiER 

FOR THIS, AIID THE COUCLUSIOII IIAo THfREFORE THI!T 

ZIOIIISH IS MAKING "SOtiE PEOPLE" LIVE IN FEIIR OF 

INTIMIDATION. ASSAD SAID THAT SYRIA HAS FELT 

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS THI!T AUYTHIIIG ZIOUISM IIANTS 

TO HAPPEN IIILL Hi\PPEN. 

14. ASSAD THEN MENTIONED AS ANOTHER EXAMPLE 

CONVERSATION HE HAD HAD DURIIIG THE VISIT Of 
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TO ~iiRC.IillllliG. HE SAID UliFORTU!i~Tll Y THE i<llf-'1 :; ~<100~ 

HAD C~OIJGHT ~ tiE SSt·;[ OF \./,~Ru I IIG, IIOTI :a, Trlid Or 

COURSE Till:; WAS IIOT ff.G ,di[Lll ' :; t•E:>SitGE ~UT A 
11ES:;Ar,E FRO~ THE U 3 GliV[hlii1UIT. ill RE:;POIISE, 

r,:;SAD SitiO THAT HE li:rfD ~h[ ,;tiBP.SSAOO' TO TEll 
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COQEl HAHilTOii TO Dr.lli,SCUS (fiOVEMGER 17, IYS2l. 

ASSAD SAID TIIAl O:IE OF THE COIIGI: E~SI!EII Ill IIAMIL TOll'S 
COOEL EXPRESSlO Hltl : llF Ill 1\ \JAY Til;>,! 111\S UUliKE 
THAT OF A COIIGI1lSSt11111 AIID ASSAD 1/0I:DERED IF liE 

liAS REPRESEHTIJIIVE OF ISRAEL RATIIER Tll!il! OF THE U.S. 
ASSAD SAID THAT THESI FEOPLE \JERE Al~O TAlkiNG A~OUI 

PEACE. HE SAID "I II AVE DOUBTS lHiiT THE U.S. 
A0:11tlSTRATIO!I WilliTS PE1\CE. IN A SEll~[ YOU ARE 
BEll TTl trio Ol1h lt:TElliGEIICE BECI•IISE PEACC DOES 
IIOT MEAII tlfRl UOf~DS " ASSP.D SAID WoRICi•.llo TAll! OF 
ffACE ELIT AI!~RICilfl 11[1/,:PAPERS PURL ISH THf f/EIIS THill 
THE U.S. IS tlflliillll<, TO GIVE Tlli'EE Sill I Gil DOllARS 

Ill AID TO IS~i<El. A~:,-.n A~~EO "DOli' T YOU SEE TIIAT 
YOU ARE IIOT ~i'liiiiClO iii:O THAT Till~ DO[S :;o~ HElP 

PEACE Al-10 IT DOE: !lOT HELP ANYOIIE LOOII AI U.S. 
FOREIGN POLICY \IIIII ~II>IHING EUT APPREIIUi~IOII . " 

ASSI1D TIIEN CillO S011E ~TATISTICS 011 411<RICAII AID 
TP ISRAEl AlfD SAID TIIAl liE BEliE\'ED 111<\1 ~0 PERCEIIT 
OF THE THIRD liU!;to fOPlllATIOII ll ;, o M! lliCOME BEL0\1 

THAT \JHICH Till liii~P.ICAII TAXPAY£n PkC •JIO[lJ TO EACH 
ISnAELI CITI;~11, n!ill ltli\OOIIIOillHE ll.:;. rROVIDED 
THE MOST MOD~h!l >'LI<POIIfiY TO I SR,>.U. 

15. COIITIIIUIHG, A:Si\D ~AID THiiT :;YRIA IS HOT 
AT All TRYII!t; TO CUl OiF DllllCvUE IIITH T1ll UIIITED 
STATES, BUT W:IEII II![ UIIITED STAlL~ D!~GCJ~:E:; 

ISSUE~ \liTH ~ilili\ "THEY liMIT U<: TO All OIIT OUR 

PRINCIPlE$ A!lll !iiillf US TO SUBI111 TO I:JRi•El'$ 1/lll 
Atln BE SMAll i\110 \ifi\1{, \IIIILE ISRAEL IS STROIIGER. 
THIS 1/lll 1101 llf.f'P[II." ASSAD AIJIIITTED lllh; CH;\IIGE 
TAiiES TIHE, ii:!D liE :;1:10 THAI SiRii: i'iiJ iHi. i\RiiES 

Af.E STILL Ill li f,;1CriiPRD STATE, B<JI l!:lt ~~£ liOVIIlG 
AhE~O BRI~I\LY. ;:SSAO :;AID THi1T \illt•Hti\ LOOK AT 

TilE FUTURE GUJECTIVEl'f 1/lll SAi T1!11T Tit[ fUTURE 
DOES NOT F;~VOii I~Rf.El. 

IG. THOI liS::I!D F.EFERHD TO HIS Rf.CEIII lfiTERVI[\1 

\liTH HEt!RY GRU:I~;\lD Of TIME IIIIGi\ZIIl[ \iiiO HAD liSII£0 
HIM ADOUT TilE U.S. pQ:;ITIOH Ill lill 1\f:liL ASS~il 

SAI O HE H~D RE~LIED lH~T THE M~RIC•U PGlSIDE~T 
DOES IIO T lOLl 01! roliCV Slt::EO C:l !Ht PiT ERE:! OF 

THl AtiER IC!ill ~~Cl IC 6UI OIILY 011 I!IE ';OH> OF 
AHC'RICAII JEll~ \,'tiO OU 1101 PROiiOT( idiO'IC.ilil ltlTERESTS 
fiRST, CUT f' i<lii[R ISR1•~ll l!llf''cSi'. ~~~·;r& :;AID 

"lHIS IS OUI. Ctlr. ,):jl~ ~KObLltl Lc<i liL ,.;;t l't.ltO·t TO 

DISCUSS Till !~:SUE~ Of'EtHIIII[JEDlV." 

17. i . :~110 TIIFII ~AID fiE HAD TO!D r.:1 AIIFI\ICMI RFCEIITLY, 
HE TIIOUf,HT 11 1/f;S i\IICII~~ADOR p.,G<\IIflll, T'inT Ill OHDlS 

TO HAVE Ml 1":11\E DIALDuUE \IITII s·v~lli TilE MiERIC,:IIS 

SHOULD PUl DO\IIl TilE IR ~Uri!>. liE :;i\ID IN il RESPO:IoE 

TilE PRESIU£111 TH .~I THE I< !IE~ICI\Ii tl[::;nGt: liAS !lOT 

1/ISE BECAUSE II~ OEAllllu ~llH SYRIA THROUGHOUT THE 

YEARS THE AHERICAII:i SIIOUlll HAVE UIIDERSIOQD Trl[ 
NATURE OF TilE SYiii~IIS ArlO ~0\.1 SYRIA WOULD Mlc\IER 
SUCH A LEITER . IF \JioOO:I IIAD PREVAilED, Tllf 
AIIERICMIS \IOUlD 1101 H;\1/F SEIH THAT HE:;:;AGf Ill 111[ 

FIRST PU.CE. (COIIIIUIT: A~SAD liA~ i\PP!ifiEIIil Y 

RHEiiRII-IG TO HIS liEETIIio OF FEG 3 1111:1 i\llilf•.:::AOOR 
PAGAiiElll -· SEE Ollllii~CUS IO'U •• COiiCEr.llllliJ fiUl[~ OF 

EtlGAGEHEIIT IN LEBAIIOII. J 

1£ . ASSAD ADDED liiAT A U.S. OFFICIAl SPOKE:;II/\11 
HI RESPOI!SE TO A OUESTIOII, HAD .AID THAT TilE PRESI

DEfiTS OF THE UUIHO STIIHS MID OF SYHir\ llltD liOl 
EXCHAIIGED MESSAGES BUT TilE S\'RIAII GOVlRli!iEIIT :POI\ES

MAII SAID THill MES~il<;r: II".D EEEII L~CII,.IIGTD . ~~SI<O 

SAID lHAT SYRIA IIA: IIOT ti,<DE PUBliC ~11'1 TilE U. S. 
lliiO "111\RfiEO AfiO 1Hi:£nTEii[D SfSI~", BUT OE~fiH THAT, 

THE U.S. HAD IIAOE I IS ST1iHfiEIH SO A"S~D 11 ~ 0 

IIISIRIICTEO HIS PRE::~ :iF.CRETARY THAT If 1:31\ED fli~TIIER 

ll[lOUT THIS OUESTIC:, iliiO PERSISTENT OE!IYIIi<J OF ll!l 

CONFIDEHTIAL 
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U.$. LETTER, SYRIA SIIOULD PUBlISH BOTH OF THEH. 

19. ASSAD COIICLUDED, "THIS IS OUR CHRDitiC P~08lE11, 

BUT WE DO WElCOME A DIALOGUE." PRESIDENT ASSAD THEN 
HEHTIO~ED THAT HE KltEU ASSISTANT SECRETARY MURPHY 
WELl AND THAT HE IIAD BEEII THE FIR~T AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
AFHR THE RESUI1PTIOtl Of DIPLOMATIC flELIHIOitS \JITH 
THE U.S., AND THAT HE liAS A GOOD Mflll. ASSAD AloO 
MENTIONED THAT AtiOASSADOR SEElYE HAD EEEit A GOOD 
AND OBJECTIVE AIIBASSADOR AS WELl, 11110 H/;D BEEN A 
SUPPORTER OF AHERICAI~ INTERESTS AiiD HAD EXPRESSED 
AMERICAtl POliCY WELL. HE SAID AMBAHSADOR SEELYE, 
UHO HAD BEEN EORtl I~ BEIRUT AND UAS ft HATIUE 
AMERICAN, HAD DOllE HIS BEST TO IIIPROVE RELATIOIIS 
1/ITH SYRIA AIIO P.FTER HIS RETIRUlEIIT HIS PERSOIIAl 
VIEIIS CAME OUT IIITO THE OPEN AIW IT liAS SEEN THAT 
THESE VI EllS WHE NOT TilE SAME AS U. S. POLICY. 

-. 
2e. GOVERtiOR ATIYEH THEN ASKED IF ASSAD CONSIDERED 
IT NECESSARY OR IIIPORTAIH THAT Ttl[ UIIITED STATES 
BE IIIVOLVEO IN IJOr.III~IG TOI/ARD A SOLUTIOII OF TilE 
MIDDLE EAST ' S PROBLEMS. THE GOVERIIO R SAID HE 
BEliEVED THAT THE AHS\JER WAS YES BUT WAHTFD 
ASSAD'S VIEII AIID \JIIAT WAS REQUIRED OF THE UIIITED 
STATES. ASSP.D RESPOtiDED Ill THOUT HES I T~TI 011: "TO 
BE NEUTRAL AIID UNBIASED. THE U.S. CntiiiOT PLAY A 
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE AS lONG A~ IT 13 AliGtiED WITH 
ISRAEl." THE GOVERtiOR SAID HE UtiDERSTOOD ASSAD'S 
POINT ABOUT BIAS BUT \tAHTEO TO ASh AGAIN IF IT 
\tOULD BE SEllER FOR THE U.S. TO STAIID DOUH A BIT 
OR REMIAN EtiGf1GED. ASSAD RESPOIIOED, "\JIIEN IT 
HAS NO CRED161L tTY, THE U.S. SIIOULD STAY AllAY AS 
FAR AS POSSIBLE." 

21. THE GOVERNOR TRIED AGAiti,~AYING HE UNDERSTOOD 
WHAT ASSAD liAS SAYING AND HE \JOULD TRY TO DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT AMERICAN CREDIDILilY, BUT HE 
WANTED TO K~IOI/ IF ASSAD THOUGHT lHE SUPER PO\JERS 
SHOUlll STAY IIIVOlVED OR GET OUT. IF THE U.S. 
SHOULD BE PART OF A SETTlEHEIH, HOW' DOES ONE 
ACHIEVE A SETTLEMENT WITH U. S. PA~TICIPATION' AS~AO 

RESPOIIOED THAT THE T\JO SUPER PO',!ERS CAII!IOT BE IGttORED 
IN A BIG ISSUE lIKE THE MIDDLE E1\ST QUESTION. HE 
SAID THE ATIIOSPHERE THAT EXISTS EET\iEEII lH T\10 
SUPER PO\JER: AI T~E MOMENT IS, HOWEVER, AGGRAVATED 
BY THE FACT THE U.S. IS AliGI~lO \IITII ISRAEL. 
HOI/EVER, IIOP.E IIIPORTANT IS TilE ZIO/IIST lliFLUEtJCE 
Ill THE UNITED STATE:> 1/HICH MAGIIIFI[~ THI~ IIIFLUEtJCE . 

22. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID HE \fAttTEO TO TAK ASSAD'S 

HESSAGE BACK TO THE UNITED STAllS BUT IJA:ITED TO BE 

SURE HE UIIOER STOOD IT co;:RfCTl Y AS HE U!IDERSTOOn 
IT, TilE liiiiTED STATES 11;\, 1:0 J1S1LITI TO IIITEP.CEDE 
TO HELP ltl THE MIDO~E E·.:.T ::0~ BECALQ OF TilE 
I~IBAlMlCE OF ITS TRfA~Il £111 Of l~E i1REA; PEOrLE HERE 
DO NOT HATE THE UIIITED ST••lES OR T'IE illllRICniiS 
SUT THEY ARE CO:IFUSlD llliD FRUSTRAlED AS TO>· ~! 

THE ADt11111STRATIOI: r.OES ltfiT Ult0£RSHI:O THE lliDDlf 
EAST. PEOPLE Ill THE I<HMB \IORLD 11RE IIOT A~KIIJ•> 

FOR SPECIAl TREP.Hil'IIT rHGH THE UIIITED STi1H~, TilEY 
ARE JUST ASKING FOR EOU~l l~EATMEIIT . THE GO~ERIIOR 

ASIIED If TtiAT liAS TilE IIESSA 1;E AIIO 1/Ac TtrEnf AtiYTHING 
IN ADDITIOtl TO TIIAT. I~S~1\D RESPOIIOED HI:1T THE 
C.OVERIIOR'S FORHUlATIO' \it,:; CORRECT, ADOII!•; THAT 
I~ LIGHT OF THAT P[liClPTIOII, S'IRIA \IELCOIIES A 
DIALOGUE \liTH THE UIIIHU ~:TAlES. ASKED AGJ\111 
IF TIIERE UAS AfiY OTIIER IIES~AGE FOR TilE L'!IITEO 
STATES, ASSAD SJIID liH~T TilE GOVERIIOR II~D FCr.IIULATED 
EXPRESSES IT \JEll. liE SAID, "\/HEll THEY P.CCEPT THIS 
WE \Jill HOVE 01~ TO DISCUSS lOll OF OTHEH TllltiGS." 
TilE GOVERIIOR NOTED Tll/11 THERE liERE ~lniiY ISSUE$ Dtl 
THE TABLE, TO 1/IIICII ASSIID RESPOIWlD Tl!i1T SYRIA 
\IRS rREPAREO TO DEAl IJIIH EVE~YTHING. 

23. THEtl TilE GOVERIIOR SAID liE \IAIITEn lU SPE!d\ FRAIIKL Y 
AIID HE 1/liS GlAD THERE \iEr.E IIOT OTIIER PfOI'LE Ill 
TilE ROOM TO HEAR UIIAT II( \iHS ABOUT TO :illY lilliCII HE 
\IAIITED TO EY.PRES: VI ~y I111CH FROII HIS II[J,RT. l:f SAID 
TIIAT IF TIIERE IS AllY Pl!\CE Ill TilE \IORLD ll'i(r.E THERE 
IS REAL AFFECTIOII lOR TliE LltiiTEO STAllZ IT IS ltl 
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THE IIIDDLE EAST. HE SAID THAT ASSAD IIIGHT REMEMBER 
AFTER WORLD WAR I I, THE UNITED STATES WAS TRYING TO 
"BUY THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES" TO KEEP THEM OUT OF THE 
SOVIET SPHERE Or INFLUENCE, ~HILE THE UNITED STATES 
TOOK OUR "RlAL FRIENDS" FOR GRANTED. ASSAD INTERJECTED 
\liTH THE COMMENT THAT ALSO THE REVERSE WAS TRUE : THE 
U.S. IS THE ONE THAT IS BENIFITTING FROM THE WEALTH OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST BECAUSE THE OIL REVEtiUIS ARE GOING 
TO THE UNITED STATES. CONTINUING, GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID 
THAT IN HIS EXPERIENCE, LOVE AIID AFFECTION CANNOT 
BE DEMANDED OF THE PEOPLE, THEY EITHER GIVE IT OR 
THEY DO NOT, OF THEIR OliN ACCORD. HE ~AS NOT ABlE 
TO TELL THE OREGONIANS TO RESPECT HIM JUST BECAUSE 
HE IS GOVERNOR; THY WOULD GIVE HIM RESPECT OR NOT. 
THE GOVERNOR SAID IT WAS VERY CLEAR TO HIM THAT THE 
PEOPLE- IN SYRIA GENERALLY LOVE AND RESPECT PRESIDENT 

JSSAD_ . . ..QSSAO INTERJECTED THAT WAS"ONE OF THE GRACES 
OF GOO." THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT ~AS ALSO A BLESSING 
OF THE IIAN. THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT HE ~ANTED TO SAY 
SINCERELY THAT AS GOVERNOR PERHAPS HE CAN DO SOMETHING 
TO HELP. AT LEAST IN COMING HERE HE 010 NOT IIANT 
TO CAUSE ANY HARM. ASSAD RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT 
ON' THE CONTRARY IF THERE IS A POSITIVE ROLE TO 
PLAY HERE TO BE OF ASSISTANr.E, SURELY THE MOST 
LIKELY PERSON TO PLAY THAT AS FAR AS SYRIA IS CONCERNED 
IS A YOUNG SYRIAN CHILD WHO IS NO~ IN A POSITION OF 
POIIER IN THE UNITED STATES. ASSAD SAID "WE ARE HAPPY 
THAT A U, S. GOVERNOR IS OF SYRIAN ORIGIN." 

24. AT THE END OF THE TWO-HOUR CONVERSATION, AS THE 
GOVERNOR TOOK HIS LEAVE, HE SAID THAT HE HOPED TO 
HELP SYRIA AND ITS EFFORTS FOR PEACE . 

2~ . COMMENT: PRESIDENT ASSAD WAS RELAXED AND C.OROIAL 
THROUGHOUT THIS MEETING WITH GOVERNOR ATIYEH. HE ~~S 

OBVlOUSLI'·-F!l..&ASED TO SEE A "NATIVE SON" WHO HAO·ATTAINEO 
A HIGH ELECTIVE OFFICE IN THE U~IITED STATES, AND GRATI
FIED TO HEAR THE GOVERNOR EXPRESS UNDERSTANDING OF 
SYRIAN VIEIIS. ASSAD USED THE OPPORTUNITY TO REITERATE 
SOME OF HIS WELL-KNOWN COMPLAIIITS ABOUT U.S.POLICY IN 
THE AREA, AND IN THJS THERE ~AS NOT MUCH NEll. ASSAD 
WAS SHARPER IN HIS CRITICISM OF AMB~~SAOOR HABIB THAN 
WE HAVE HEARD HIM BEFORt; APPAREtiTlY THE ATIYEH 
VISIT FOCUSED HI~ ~TTfNTION ON THf QUE:TION or ARA8-
A~ERICANS AND HE HADE HIS REMARKS ABOUT HABIB TO 
EMPHASIZE THE POINT THAT HE FELT THE U. S. 'HAD tiOT KEPT 
TO ITS COMMITMEIITS . OtiC£ AGAitl, ASSAD REFERRED TO HIS 
JUNE 19, 1982 MEETING ~ITH HABIB IN ~HICH HE CLAIM:; 
THE U.S. HADE A "COMMITMENT" TO ENSURE A CEASE-FIRE 

. AND ISRAELI 1/ITHORAIIAL: HIS DISTORTED VERSIOII OF THAT 
MEETING IS SOMETHING ~E HAVE TRIED REPEATEDLY TO CORRECT, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

TELEGRAM 
·auT ASSAD SEEMS TO HAVE STUC~ IN HIS MltiO THE ERRONEOUS 

CONCLUSIOfl THAT ~E REIIEGED . I r IS ALSO INTERESTING 
THAT HE REMEMBERS OUR MESSAGE I)F FEBRUARY ! AS A "THREAT" . 
ASSAD'S REMARKS 011 THE U.S . ~'EilE TOUGH, BUT HE DEL I VERED 
THEM IN A TOllE MORE OF SADIIE~S THAN OF ANGER, AND 

- HE MADE A POINT OF REITERATI~G HIS IIITEREST fll COII
TINUING THE DIALOGUE ~ITH THE IJ.S., AND IN SEEING THE 
NECESSITY OF A U.S. ROLE, IF UIIBIASEO. 

26. COMMEtrT COtiTitlUEO: PRIC.R TO THE MEETING, CHARGE 
HAD CAREFULLY BRIEFED GOVERNCR ATIYEH ON ALL MAJOR 
CURREIH ISSUES. CHARGE HAD ;PJ:CIFICALLY A: KED THAT 
THE GOVERHOR RAISE THE QUESTIOII OF TERRORI<M ~NO THE 
ABDUCTION OF BEIRUT POLITICAL aFFICER BUCKLEY, AND HAD 
SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERNOR FROBE ASSAD ON SYRIA'S 
VIEW or THE LAUSAIINE COIIFERE~CE AND THE NE ~ f STEPS 
IN LEBANON, ltiCLUDING SYRIA ' ~ IDEAS ON WIHORA~AL OF 
FOREIGN FORCES. THE GOVERNO" lliD RAISE THE TERRORISM 
ISSUE AND THE BUCKLEY CASE CW'TEL I , BUT HE HAD H f S 
OWN AGENDA FOR THE MEETING A~D HE CHOSE NOl TO RAISE 
LEBANON AT ALL. IN THE EIID HE SEEMS TO HAlE COME 
ACROSS TO ASSAD AS A SINCERE A~D CONCERNED AMERICAN 
WHO ~ANTS TO 00 HIS PART TO IMPROVE BILATE~AL . 

RELATIONS. ASSAD APPEARED OLI IE INTERESTEt IN 
SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR'S IDEA TO PROMOTE NORE SUCH 
VISITS BY AMERICAtl STATE OELEG,HIONS TO SYFIA, TO HELP 
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC "UNOERSTPNil" THE ISSUE ! BETTER. 
END COMMENT. 

27. NOTE: FOLLO~ING THE MEETIIIG ~ITH ASSID, GOVERNOR 
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ATIYEH RETURNED TO HIS HOTEL AND GAVE AN INTERVIEW 
WITH SYRIAN TELEVISION ~HICH WAS BROADCAST IN PART 

•THE SAME EVENING ON PRIME TIME TVl At'-JD WITH THE 
REPORTER FROM OREGON'S CHAr-~NEL TWO TELEVISION, AS 
WELL AS WITH THE REPORTER OF THE OREGONIAN NEWSPAPER. 
IN TALKING WITH THE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS, GOVERNOR 
ATIYEH SAID, f\tviONG OTHER THINGS, THAT HE HAD CARRIED 
ONE OFFICIAL MESSAGE FROM THE ST,\TE DEP/,RTMENT, WHICH 
WAS TO ASI<. ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF OPNING (~•IOREl 
LINES OF COMMUNICATION BETWEU·J THE U.S, 1\ND SYRIA, 
TO WHICH ASSAD HAD SAID THIS WAS POSSIBLE BUT THE 
TIME WAS NOT RIPE FOR IT NOW. IN RESPO"SE TO A 
FOLLOWUP QUESTION ON THAT PART OF THE E~CHANGE WITH 
ASSAD, THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT ASSAD H/\D INDICATED HE 
WAS LOOKING FOR SIG~JS FROM THE U.S. /\[I~Ut•IIS T RATION 

THAT IT WAS EVENH/\1·/DED IN ITS POLICY. THE GOVER/·JOR 
ALSO TOLD THE PRESS HE HAD RAISED-THE ISSUE OF 
TERRORISM, WHICH ASSAD HAD SAID HE DID NOT SUPPORT. 
ASKED ABOUT ASSt•.D' S HEALTH, THE GOVER/•JOR SAID THE 
PRESIDENT "LOOI~S GOOD". FINALLY, AS/'.ED VIH/1T IHPACT 
HIS VISIT WOULD HAVE ON BILATERAL RELATIOr-IS, THE 
GOVERNOR SAID HE DID NOT t'd~OVI, BUT HE EXPECTED TH/\T 
THE STATE DEP/\F!TMENT WOULD WANT TO FII~lJ OUT WHAT HE 
HAD LEARNED HERE AND HE HOPED HE COULD BE HELPFUL. 

28. , BEIRUT MINIMlZE CONSIDERED. RUGH 
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