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L THE LQ%{NG GIFT THAT PENETRATES N3z

.1 By Splegel reporter Wiithelm Bittorf on the Afhram in Poona and the guest
-for Eastern wisdom, ' DER SPIEGEL, 2 March
3 _‘"_”"l."’v’f‘

The young Germar woman wants to sell her Calvin Klein designer jeans and 4 leather
belt ftom Ibiza, two fancy shirts) somée perfumed powder, and two small bottles of lotion.
She is blond with blue eyes and is 5itting on the ground, three steps away from an Indian
vegetable vendor, relics of her edrlier existence laid out in the dust before het. She
is wearing A teddish orahge smock: She has a new Indian name, "Ma Deva Dasani" which mea.
the womah who setves lod: Around her neck is a wooden necklace with a medalioh which has
a phbtoqraph df the guru to which she has dedicated herself.

You can tell that Her parents wete probably the most charming mixed doubles dt their
tenni¢ club at home., - Also het .parents obviously did what they could in raising:hér. The
eveh read .Doctot Spock iRl Brder to do it better. Therefore they would be at a loés to se
théir golden child as a fresh "Ma" sitting her on the street in the Indian city of Poona

“in thée Bright sunlight amohg unwashed vendors who cannot even dream about the life this
yound Getman has leéft behind 1ike a no longer needed bra. She smiles and looks right thro

-the hotdt’ rickShaws thdt are going by her with a lot of noise. Not even the sftake charme
}can atose her Lntetest

hhat 15 M& Deva daéanx, alias Ulla M. from Mannheim thinking about? She {s hoping ¢
sell her thinds to . fHd1lan students who are crazy about jeans if they dare to wear them at
all. Does this blond Ma have to sell her things because she needs money? No, hot yet, -
because she wants &8 Qét rid of everything that connects her to her earlier existence.
"The only thihq Ehit héanq anything to me now is what Bhagwan wants," -

2

‘ hh awan Shicl ha)hEGSh is the name of the man whose followers think of him ag a
divife persoh wlth cosimic powers. Ma Decva Dasani is also feverishly looking fotward to
the evenihg when Bhagwan-will have a late lecture where she can participate. Theh the
mastet will appear to transmit His supernatural emanations in an “Energy Darshan® to his
followets: “Dafsﬁan meéans "thé seeing" in Hindu. How often has this golden child from
Manhheim experlenced such energy ceremonies before? Twice, and both times they wére un-
forqetable The powet of Bhagwan literally knocked her over. Did she also get diarrhea
like otHer women did after such an energy darshan? Yes, the second time, How do you ex-
plain this? “we éxplain it thls way; that even the body is cleansed by Bhagwan's energy.
AEtet all, we were all full of shit when we came to Bhagwan."

v

ghe gathers het smock together and leaves. The snake charmer says, "Forelqners come
here to bathe in.the Shakti or energy of her Bhagwan. They even pay him for it., I need :
Bhdgwan who. gives he mdhey."

THe young people are only partially dressed and completely out of their mlnds‘ They
hop around ih a room. with no wihdows. Their hair is unkempt. They hop around, fight,
scream curSes,.and then they fall into each others arms and begin to cry, clutching each
other. Other Yyoung peoplé and many actually not so young, almost two thousand, sit on th
floor in a large open hali looking towards the podium from which their mastet will speak

to them, They look like & human tulip field, so peaceful and colorful in thelt costumes
.In all shades of light orange to red-orange. : c

When the master appears, the faces change back to those of very small chlidren who
stand before a Christmag tree. The master with his Buddha-like smile. The master with
his imMpenetrable amber eyes and his delicate and expressive hands thaot remind you of the

fect of o bird when he twist® them and holds them up. His rought but genilel?olce tells
his followers struhge things. ‘ - St i
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"Become nobody then you will be unique.
Becomg a womb that I can penetrate. -
You have nothing to lose but your head. b T
1 must k111 you so that you wxll become alive.
L gt

At tbe eneryyr datshaﬁ the master presses his thumb on the third-eye of one of his
followers, jugt abdve the, roat of the nose. The follower begins to vibrate undet the
enetgy of the master, A8 If &heé was really plugged into an electric circuit. To loud
ampliFied music, tHe pxlgrxms wotk themselves up into hysterical ecstacles of the type
that only used to be skeh in black churches during voodoo ceremonies.

.Thé music stops. Screams, panting, moans - as if from a tape of a film orgy, only
thore te€al. The top woman in the middle .and three sisters at her side who had dl&o been

touched by the master sink to-the ground in a faint. They are carried away by the master
body guards C

- “These 4rg.seeh$ and. impresgiong from the ashtam of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh; fragments
of : irpresstons of a phenofehon that doesn't stop fascinating the German public. The read
" of BILD khows that Bhagwan Has a "sex convent" in Poona. They know this since Eva_Renzi
daid not know how to appreciated the therapeutic elan with which some of Bhagwan's followe:
jumped ‘of her to frée her of her hang-ups. The leader of the “"Suddeutschen Zeitung" has
been elightened by Catlts Widmanh that Bhagwan has gathered around himself a "cligue of t¢-

soul", a sort of art Club Mediterranee with a touch of "bordello" and some meditétion.
e T

\

Oni of the reportars’ was 50 taken with Bhagwan that he threw himself at thé feet of ¢

" blessed one and sta)ed wxrh him. This isg Jurg Andrces Clten from STERN, now knoawh 4 3wo
Satyandnda or "honored true happiness®, 1In his book on his experiences, he detctibes

Bhagwan's ashtam as 4 place "which Richard Wagner would never have believed possible; a

combination of Venus's caves and the qrail castle."

"If my old frxeﬁd¢ and colieagues could see me here, who would not feel envy? This
beautiful intelligent psychology ptofersor from America truly loves me in the most ori-

ginal and romantic way," writes thé 53 year old drop out about his enounter with one spor
taneous Bhagwah follower.

" Thetefote the curxosxty about Poona keeps growing; the curiosity about this "cosnic
1xk*ure of college, commune, chutch ahd carnival” as the American Bernard Gunther descrit:
it. Lona lines form whetever "Ashram in Poona" film of Munich filmaker Wolfang Dobrowolr
i& showh. However thete Ate even longer lines where one signs up at the ashram for medi-.
tion ¢ourses and therapy gtoups.

; So great is the press of pllgtims, above all from Germany, that soon a super ashras:

{s to bé built on the Arablan Sea; an orange city where as many as ten thousand Bhagwan

l follwetrs can find toom, At the same tlme, the questions about this qroup grow.

= One can't describe (& as a youth cult unless one can describe a seventy yeat old as
a pubescent youth. This is how old the oldest follower of the forty-nine_year_old Bhagw:
is. bnly one third of his followers are under twenty-five; the majority am bdtween twen*
Eive- ‘and fortys Lately a humbet of people have become noticeable in Poona, namely Germarn
who ‘used to follow  the teachings of the Rudolf Steiner.

One member of the ashram is a mathematics professor who didn't find contertinent in -
study at the Uhiversity of California at Berkeley. A lawyer from Munich whr worked for
eleven years for the SPD suddenly became aware at age thirty-three that she would have -
die; not right away, but sometime. She discovered that the SPD didn't knuw anytning atc
that and didn't know what to tell her, so she turned to Bhagwan. Another German claims
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that she went to tndia 1in order not to become a "second Ulrike Meinhof at ' home."

A thiéty-éix year old doctor from Middlesex, England, however, traveled to,lndta
on her vacation with a volule of Herman Hesse under her arm and she saw proof of what
the old master already said in 1914. “The whole east breeds religion like the heqt
breeds reason and industry. Everywhere we can see the superiority of our civilization
and industry;, and evefywhereé we sée that the people's of the East enjoy a goodness that
we miss and that we thérefore put even higher than all our superior techniques."

_ No, ‘Bhagwan 15 fiot & daceiver of minors and the poor, He is also not a mail otder
yogi 1liKe old Maharishi.and his ™ whxch is exported just like the Japanese export their
Toydtés ahd Hitsdblshisa_ He i% hot an-oVirfed mascot, no buttercream Buddha like the
youhg: Mahardjl of thé bivine Lxght Missi®n. Nor does he have much in common with the
ash tovered seets who 8it lh mountain caves, keeping silent.

- Bhagwan Bhrea RaanQEh does HAt only stand for the marketing of the mystetrlious
East. ‘Hé als8o stands For thé gteadily growlng attraction for the oriental imaginition
onTkhewwest, * In. Him lg cofdéntrated not only the light of enlightenment, but alsé a
cultutll cbdntet~movement agalnst the West that has not only gripped Islam , but also
the West: fThe result is that more and more westerners are seeking the lacking religion
and the meaning of lite in india, are the gurus like Bhagwan conguering the West spirit-
vally 1iké€ the West ohte conquered India physically?

The city of Poonafshdwd the paradox of Indian and western relations. The city lies
180 kilometers southeast of Bobdy and 560 meters above sea level on the south Indian
pldatesau. The English built the clty into.a garrison and villa clty which the rolonial
‘magters could recuperate in the dry air from the moist heat of Bombay. Poona today has
1.1 mMillion inhabltants &nd has temained an unindlian Indian city. o

Podha has many ihdustries. There id a university, several medical colleges, 4
psvthidtric clihicy the tndian filh schbol, and a Goethe institute, not a holy city,
not .4 templé city; but a place where Indians pursue more western lifestyles than in most
parts of India. And it 13 to thie¢ pldce that the westerners make their pilgrimage to sub-
merge themselvésd- 1ﬁ edstérh wisdom.

The tndians in Pooha ate irrxtated by this. "It is crazy," says Dr. Mohan Agashe,
the chief of the psychliatric éection of the Sassoon hospital. "These people from the Wes
comMe Mhere becadse of an old maglcal mentality which we have tried to overcome with a lot
of difficulty. Recently a student Baid to me, 'Why Bhould we study western science when
the.wceterners comé t® us in droves to learn how to be happy?'

The Rajneesh Foundatibn hag bought numerous adjoining parcels of land in the old vil!

section of the city sxnce Bhagwan moved here in 1974. At that time he only had seven
TI8llowers: Today, howevet, the swarming activity around the ashram gives the impression
a _flipeéd out passion play in a tropical Oberammergau.

The PR man at the a&hltam claims over 200,000 members. The rapidly growxng number of
Cefman members is already more than one-third of all "suhnyasxn" This is what Bhagwan
calls his followers even though "sunnyasx means "ascetic or hermit who has coniquered al!
‘desit¥y of the flesh" in Hindu, ' ‘ -

‘Abbut fout thousand weésterners can be found in Poona at anytime of the yeari— At 1da:
gmthouSand of them have decided to stay there permanently and to work for the ahhirtam. Th
others stay for 4 humber of weeks, somctimes months to receive the "shakti" of the master
and to bring him their "bhakti" - endless love and devotion. They have the feeling, like
the Munich photo model, Sylvie Winter, of coming home and finding their real home.
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But it is not a Club Med. There is only room for six hundred sunnyasin to sleep in
the ashram. The majorxty of the followers have to find housing in the overcrowdcd(Poona,
which is often very bad. The children of comfort from west Europe and North Am#fica be-
come the food for fleas ih the shabby hotels. They also rent apartments for 300-400 Marke
a month which is taking away housxng from- the inhabitants; and 300-400 Marks a month is
usually the monthly inEome bt an Indian doctor or engineer.

Almcst all thdhe who staa for sometime get sick, Dilarrhea, ameobic dysentety, hepat!
tis, licd, gonotrhed, ‘and herpes appear periodically and are treated in the ashram clinic
with &hots and pills but the childien of comfort from the West tolerate this with the calr
ness Bf thée children of God as Mahatma Gandhi’' once called the casteless and puor of
India, '

Most of the suhnyésins who stay for. a longer time not only pay for their houQth out -
sidé bt the adshram but. also pay for theit vegetarian meals in the ‘ashram canteen, for the
doctouts ahd.for medicihe.a They pay as long as thg¢ir money lasts, They also work &ix dayug
I!“wéek;“trbm eiqht to ten hours daily &s kitchen help or cleaners or seamstresses For the /
adHEam, " They a8 not: get puid for their work. O

From an economit standpoint. theiRAJneesh Foundation is an organization makifhg use o:
‘unpaid labot that would héve even astounded Simon Legree. The seamstresses live in the
prddUCtion dtea of the ashtam. to which normal Poona pilgrims have nc entry. They have
sanlé ot .double rooms and the sewihg michines stand on the veranda in front of tHeir
cells. Othet than theit meditatiohs and Bhagwan's lectures in the morning, they &pend
tHe wholk tlopical day wotking. Bhagwan has called this a special form of meditation
and given it nobility. They manufacture red-orange clothing, pants and shirts of differ«
qualities that are sold ip the ashram boutique in the Krishna House to new arcrivdls. Vis
tots até told that they 8Hould buy these clothes in order to adapt for the harmary.

The livihg tonditioHs for the seamsttesses are very poor, however, the Ma'§ feel
chyseh and priviledged, tThey've finally achieved the honor to live in the ashtam. They
have a pabs to the ashtam gahteen: THey even get a little pocket money when their own

\ monéy bas.run out, ..Abové all, they are always near the blessed one, even if hé is only

| geén fot His morhinq ahd evening lectures, and otherwise spends all his time in hid air
teohditioned and well gUatded villa. But the followers feel his vibration wherever they
aré, whérever they are wotkKing and sweating,

Bne of the best sellers of the ashtam branches makes scap and shampoo of the brand,
Dhatma - “right way". It floufishes thanks to Bhagwan's dislike for perfume, therbfoze,
TaTvisitor must constantly wash with only unscented Dharma products or else he won't be
kadmiﬁted to a lecture of the master. Ndbody gets past the sharp nose guards who sniff
the hair and neck of people entering the Buddha Hall. Whoever has the slightest trace
of scent is not let pdst the conttolling Ma's. :

They also manufactute calendars and sell pictures of Bhagwan. They have btochures,

_ the Rajheesh newsletter, records and tapes of his lectures, and meditation music.

Elten, who had been sent to a Nazi school named Napola, a kind of militat! btown
shitt school;, as a child, says that he hated nothing more in his whole life than that
school. And yet, as Batyahanda, he has returned to just the situation he had when he
was in that school. He is dependent, has no rights, and no claims on the ‘foundatibn to’
WHIES hé qave-all his money and all the royalties from his books. He submits to 'the moo:

BfFan author ity upon whom he has no influence. He hac literally put himself-undér tute-
glage 7 and yet, he says, he has never felt so free. He seems to enjoy his situation and
denies ahy similarity withH his hoyhood school Napola. Could there be a greater differenc
than that between the agressivencss and coldness of that Nazi school and the love and

L 5
[ b L
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- friendliness of the ashram?

At the evening darshan, new arrivals are introduced to Rajneesh., They want to.join
the ashram. The guru asks a young German named Lothar, "How long do you want to stay here?

Lothat says, "Five months."

Bhagwah says, "What kind.gf- work did you dd in Germany?"

Lothat says, "1 am a gardener "

..Bhéguan 5ayd, "Very good. 1 need more qatdeners and farmers., How wonderful! ‘You

will help Mukta in the gardeh bs long as you are here.

LotHar happily says yes.

The first and lasting impresclon that the visitors to Poona gct is that ol what
.»tational intelliyent people will put up with when someonc awakens their faith and ties
them t¢ Him. It astonds the wégtdrn trained tndlanq in the area of Poona University.

;' “Nevé! Have péople in lndld wotked so hard as these people work for ‘Rajneesh. its
{(ATKifnd of volunta:y bondage,. says a professot who.doesn't want his name used hete,for
ear of teprucussions from fahatical Bhagwan followers.

"If T wete a cynic 1 would say that Rajneesh is India's revenge for the East India
T\Omﬁaﬁ).u Eurcbeans and Ameticans serve him like our ancestors served the British, but the
dhaians did it Under duress and did not pay fot the privilege."

" The herve center of Bhagwan's "East India Company" reigns from a yellow colored chair
“Ina ¢atl white marble roof on the ground £loor .of the Krishna house. A forty yedr old
Thadrah woman with the taetd of o vhinteon yoar old girl amnd Lhe eyen ol o sctenes Tietion
princess,  8he 1@ named atter Lhe Hlndy yodddss of richent and is culled "Ma' Yrrje Lakshme”
‘BHEris the, manajing ‘trustee of the Rajneesh Foundation. She 1s also the representotive of
thé divine one who spends the whole dav in his villa. Other than Lakshai, only a Bricish .
wiah _chasep by Bhagwan, by the name of “XQqavgggek", has permission to enter.

Y

“LaQShﬁi as been managinq the rapid rise of Bhgawan for more than_ten years. bDeévoted- /
AYTEt “HiB Feet whénevet he shows himself. But all visible power in the ahsram is {
'hers*and ‘'she ruled the people of the sunnyasin, like Indira Gandhi would have llked to ru{\}
’[ﬁdiahs dutihg ‘thé ¢tisis.’

_ "To give oneself to wbfk for Bhagwan," sheé explains, "is like having a constant orga:z-
People constantly come to Ma Yoga Lakshmi's desk with requests while a younq btoy takes car
of het foet undet the Jdesk, She and het avsistant, Arup, o latge Duteh woman, . test all
new people., They cheéck hbw they can use them and what the state of their finahces are. 1t
tell them which groups and which meditation courses would be good for them.

., "we huve expotionCL, gaid Arup. "we also want to weed out pcopln who could bhecome o
ptobie we send them away." But what if someone unstable docz get through and then goe
over the border? “Well, theh we glve this person a tranquilizer and take them to the
s d D_E Eb t..r "

. Didr't you realize at the time that Eva Renzi could be a problem? "Eva Rehzi was a
cift from heaven," says Lakshmi with a triumphant mein. "All the publicity! She brouort us
thousands of new members. But one cannot be too sick if one seeks healing."

‘takshmi is the powet who keeps all these smiling orange people in control, possibly
é\rbrrﬁhagwan himself. Lakshmi decides who qot_, work and where they stay., She deciden whi,
will lose theit canteen passes it they aren't doing enough work. Her spiec tell her @veryA
thing that happens in the ashram. she even knows that Satyanandu Elten smokes in his rer
althought it is forbidden. "If there were something like a big sister that went along thr
thv.bav brother, than Lakshmi would be that,* says Satyananda, "but Kajneesh does not thir-
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‘this is bad or upsetting, just strange. After all he doesn't have an ego anymore that
would allow him to be bothered by these things.” .
“\«'LW
In the room behind Lakshmi's office, the heart of the organization is clattering
away The adding machines-@f the accountants are worked by young women who have ¢1ud

from places lxke British Steel ‘and: other large industries. Here they have meantﬂgfdl
(WOER T .. e w‘f\ v
. YOUng Getman womén SErves tea. She serves tea the whole day In the Krishha House.

what #{d she do eatlier? She used to serve for Lufthansa. "But my life as a stewardess
seehs 8o heaningless to mé,*

Ma~4&gé fakshmt makes a lot of telephone calls. She talks to banks, to the tindnce
minister,; and with bthe: high officials in New Delhi. It isn't always easy to talk them
, A1 EEEEhY LhE many - foteigne:s stay in Poona. She has to be very cunning to kéep the
‘taundation: niatak free; 'status, She doesn't ahve too many problems in this area bécause
IRA&Jneesh was 06355?“th§:thlge§; contributors_to Indira Gandhi's campaign fund in 1917
. From a hymh- to kajnéésh- "1 think I would die in this moment. I would leave ty

body ih this momént tf 1 teéally could understand really could see how precious the loving
gift of Bhagwan is that pehetrates me.

~ The lecture is 4bout to start. The 1500 people assembled in the Buddha Hall are told
that now one tay hot caligh anymore. It costs two and a half Marks to attend the lecture.
Thit i fore tHan the most expensive movie in Poona. It is 7:45.

i N vtdand hew Rdlls hoyce S1lver Shadow pulls up. It ic driven by Ma Yoya Lakthmi.
Bhagwan is &ittihg, swxlxng in the back next to Ma Yoga Vivek. The car stops behind the
podium oh which Bhagwan 8 chair is. The bodyguard opens the door for Rajneesh who climbs

to the podium ahd gtbets‘the crowd.

‘The faithful say thié*fuxurious car is just a game. To drive it for only eighty
yards ftom the villa to the Buddha Hall - it is a parady of man's dependence on idterial
~ thinds. But '{f it'y a4 parody, then Bhagwan is still trying to keep up with the. Joheses.
Hie flrst car was & thevtolet Impala. 1In 1979, he had a Mercedes 8-cylinder. 1In lhdia,
4 Rolls Royce costs ovel $150,000 because of the enormous import taxes. One follower, how-
ever says, "well, if the 1iving Buddha can't have a Rolls Royce, then who does deserve one:
(WEI4fé not alldwed "tojudde what Bhagwan does. We live in an absolute monarchy ahd since

iF??‘“ubsolute monarch.iB-also & sage, theré¢ can be no democracy. And anyhow, in a demo-
craCS'bven the {diots ate Allowed to have a say." |

[

What causes apparently tational people to have such opinions? Why do they suffer
uridet their western rationality and their ego as under a migrane headache? Why are they
so happy when they are freed from them by their guru? What does he give them?

[ EE X X

Frorm llerman tlesse (1927): “"This religious or metaphysical need which is co ¢1d anZ
as impottant as the need for food and love and shelter is' fulfilled in more peacefdl timec
by the church and philosophy. 1n today's times, however, the quest is for new tormulation
fot meaningful new symbols, new meanings. Therefore the flourishing of many well attendec
cults, prophets, and groups. The success of the most outrageous supersitions because ever

the most unspiritual supetficial non-thinking persong still have the ancxent need to find
a life's meaning."

Frot a hymn to Rajneesh: "You are the Sun behind the Sun; the Moon behind tne Mocr.
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Frok a sober point of view, there is no difference between faith and superstition,
All statements about a metaphysical sphere behind the visible and measurable thihgs are
similarly unprovable and true only for them who believe in them. The idea that Christ wa-
resurrected and went to heaven is a concept that millions of people over many déntqries
have acceptéd as-truth and still accept, but it is no more correct and also no more wEons
thah the convictions of a, Bhagwan“tollowei that her master is the man behind the moon and
the light of thé“¢obmos., Both thesis are similarly removed from rationality and objectiv:
prdvﬁblliEy. 'Hhefﬁﬁr dne.thinks of the Pope as the respresentative of Christ or believe:
a duru is the new-Buidha, both are a matter of faith. The masses devoted to John Paul 1!
aré in essence no diffeteht than thosc who devote themselves in Poona; only the churche:
culté can have differeHt ®pinions on this. The corpus christi proceszion is no wierder t-
an- enetqgy darshang_ik {s énly moté familiar.
Religious expdiiénces, vidions, mystical feelings, ccstatic fulfillment vis super-
natural powet which is.beyond observable reality, and also beyond theology and church
¢{tual - thls is what is Happehing to the pilgrim: in Poona, the people on a qubst'in

tndia. vTh{s is what happehs to the mystics of all religions. This is what happens to
‘drug &ddicts. ‘ g ¢

"In the ELECTRIC, KDOL-AID ACID TEST, & book about drugs and the drug subcultute and
.hew relidions, the AmeficaH'Tom‘wdiféngys that what grips all these people, the mystics
~as well as the Lsb.Fanatics, was the soclution of the problem of human existence and
ichelihéss. "A suddeh enlightenment., All is One. Everything flows together . The "I"
flows {h the all - the all {hto the "1". 1In this flowing, I recognize and fesl ar energ;
that flows through me clearly and to which the surrounding world is totally blindi" :

The Chiist fan my e ol rhu;mldd!n agees colled j the "unio myitica®™ of the hyntie
univn. The ectaties ot the ovidnt called gt "enlightenmunt”, St. Avgustine bitliédved
such experiences were the stul recoghized the being of the creator, through a glass darki,
with the basics of faith.:  This-is the best remedy against skepticism that comes fror the
" héad and reasoh. It was tlear to all the mystics that skepticism stood in the way of the

teliciovs feeling. All of thém developed methods to turn off reason or deaden it. This
wag the way tob get ecstatic -feelings and visionary alterations of consciousness. They
fasted and castigated thekselves. They danced until they fell into a trance. They took
dtucs and decided that theit . magical mystery show that they found was more real and true
and neaningful than the réal, but disappointing reality in which they lived.

- Religion is alks suggestion, . Religious experience, the exaltation of faith, the
metaphysital drunkéntiess dte still the most effective magic that mankind haz to raice
himself from his featr ahd. Hit past and his hclplessness, or as it ic said in the Néw
Tedtament, "to overtvume the world."

From an introductory lecture on the course, "Enlightenment Intensive" from the
Rajneesh ashram: "Ydu are hot what you arc. You are a virginal peak of the liralaya.

Not the son, not the daughter of your parents; not the husband or your wife; not the wife
cf vour husband. Forget everything that you were." '

Bikteen male and female members are sitting paired off on a veranda acrosc frorm one
ahother, silent, and are starring bypnotically into each'other's eyes. Then oné orders
the other, "Tell me who you are!™ No answer. "Tell me who you are!" Silence. A gong
scunds, This continues on and on for a long time. "Tell me who you are!™ 1Ir the Lrligre
meht Ihtehsive" they continue this game for cighteen hours, from awakening trn an exha.zziv
falline: akleep. For threc whole days the participants do nothing olse than onk themeelwc:

thiv question gbout thei fdentity and not find an answer . Silenee i fol lowerd by confer -
zlan, and curses ol wother and tather, and hyuterical altacks of cryyneg, oo ol o toiles,

farer are tound everywherce in the roon. This is not only because of the conztant diarrte

of the metbers but also because of the tears that need to be wiped, For.westerners whr -
WLty oreeh ory all the fore here.
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."The ego is the source of all pain," says Bhagwan. "The ego is a prisoner who holdes
you prisoner and makes you suffer. If you give up your ego, you will be free ané nothing
will evet hurt you again.” k gt

The dlssolutlon of the eqa, is.the majin goal of all the exercises in Bhagwan's ashrar.
Cvery morning.at- slxxtnb ﬁﬂnnyd91u dn tosthe Buddha Hall for Dynamic Mcditatlon., Mahy qgo
with.theib eyes tied {?}.% A1l of them have not caten. What happens then comee ftom
Rajﬁegsh § instructions. '

Phase 1 - For ten minulc“, bteathv deoply but short, chaotically through the hose.
Move your thoulder rh;thmiually up and down, Forget cverything and hecome breathing.,
pPhase 11 - Ten mxnutes of cathatsisa_ Lot yourself go. Go crazy. G5Gecream. Cry. Hopu
shake. )oursel[ Dance. Laugh, .. Cobperate completely with the energy and let everything
alit that wants to cbme-dut,. Phase. 111 - Hlop up and down with your hands held cver your
head for ‘ten minutes and yell - “HOO HOO 1100". Let the sounds hammer on your ses cdenters.
dive ft all you've got. Exhaust yourself. Phase IV - Stop. Don't move for fifteen mir.:

fake stock of your inner ehergy., bphast V = Fifteeh minutes of dancing, singing, and joyfu.
behaviot,

the " impressiofi~one gets from looking at this group is that of a disco in a ‘miad house
(T;at*a Terany” p?ythiatrLSt has pumped flill of laughing gas and itching powder . with few
cheptions. the meditatxon.uldvned by Bhuywan have the same effect as that of an epldemic
QQE“EE"“Uatus‘ dancei- Constantly ohe is stimulated to breathless activity before thete is
kdEEqEEvathxl whete tho sunnyasih can feel the mysterious energy,

lﬂ.ngxk.n\ fecls thal westetbiors are not adapted to passive Indian neaitation where o
Tcgi,hoids biig Lreath; slowt hib heatt beat in order to concentrate. Westernors, how-
every are full of unexperienced need for motion. One member says, "Bhagwan knows exactiy
how it is with us, He knows thHat westerners come to him as corpses laiden with aggressior
trorm a corpletely dedd world."

Before George Deuter; now kHown as Chaitanya Hari, came to India in 1973, he had
exkpetirmentec with drugs just like most of the sunnyasin. Bhagwan was very amused about
the stories about LSD:  He said that that was"exactly how life in a world was that did
nst- Have a living reixglon ahd without .a living guru. In such a world, the spiritual
qbest in always started with héllualnogenxc poisons just like primitive peoples. From
a sp1rituai point bf "vidw! Westerners are exactly as naieve as the wild people ih the
Bael .  Thorefore {t is  go easy for the guru to remove the relics of aflat ané unphilo-
sofflcal western uPbxinging ftolm his {ollowers.”

"How véry comfortable it is to sit after the morning's dynamic meditation and to
feel agsured that the visible world in truth is only a strip teace dancer. Yesgy j:st
a 8trip tease dancer. She seduced us with her many clothes and hidden charms, bubt et
could rot fulfill our hopes. 1t is interesting to watch the strip teace of lifs swxng‘~~

dicy

around {ts clothes as lohg as ond can see through the illusion and game and not take it
seriously,.”

An undetstanding rumble moves throuyh the listeners. Here it is again, The great
tndian turn around that fastinates westeiners so. The turn around that claime that thincs
ef teality ate only illusiohs. They only exist in our experience. What we thirk of as
beina awake is sleep and dreams that we have to wake up from. Only one thing counts; onl:
one thine 1o btruly real - the invisible inpner light behind the illusions - the True Self.
Accerdine to inda teachlihgs, there i something in mankind and in oll livineg thilnas that
has nothing to do with the conscious "1, that iz unchanging, cternal and corplete. Threo

-
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" meditation, one can get in contact with this true eternal self and grow beyond life.

Eagerly Bhagwan's followers listen when exposes reality as madness, as a clowdy* or

as a theatre of fools. Europeans who take reality seriously feel relieved, yes, even
freed by the chutpah of the guru,,who.can push-aside everything that bothers people with
great ease, andrwho bhiyiackhowledyces that which is dreamed, feelings, and the poeltive.
hh} qert upset over this fleetmq worli?. ’ '

:1 Ftom Ma Prein Cayan, formerly 5y1viu Witter: "When you notice that energy is flowing
between you and another person,then tlieke 16 almost nothing that can stop you ftom being

with fhdl pet son.  And when the vhtsqy ty hot L[lowing anymore (and that ecan he d few waek:.
holl 8 Punlu). then you part agalhti. There ate no complications here, © Contact: and separat ’

‘' REERHCH quicKer  and mite intengive than oUtside. There are no games of hide and seek ijz
tﬁuIIEffiipa. NG lawyers. No fights ovet communal property."

‘ Néﬂtern man, who is skeptical and 1rteligious, can only experience high feelings, if
at all, through séx. Only in a state of béing in dove can he let his own "I"” go. Only
i etotlc ecstacy can such‘d. petson be gripped by a supernatural inner strength and let hi
owh self go and flow into ansther person.' A Ekeptic can conclude that other ecstdtic con-
uiéions like religious: enthusxasm are just abberations of sexual and erotic rapture.

this conclusion comes very close to the mark when you look at the younqg female follow
wha ate penetrated by the emanations of the master at the energy darczhan and actuall/ nave
a type of oraasm ot simulate one while Bhaywan 15 rubbing the root of their nose in'a
madth 0t batory way.e  Mhis in what o well exprosmmd by a plastic American expression -
head tuea

‘ T“eso are the same kindb of feelinys that Franz Mesmer aroused in society women atoun
1800 in EJrope when he approached thefr with his "animal magnetism" to heal them of their -
netvals {ils, There is not a single female follower who does not happily confess that she
is in love with Bhagwan, but y8t not one of them would express the desire to sleep with th
di lne person. Is he taboo'even though he awakens such erotic feelings in his followers?
Tris ig not a guestion that can even be asked, because all of them are convinced that
Bragwan who, after all is alreddy half out of his body, has gone into a different dimensic
which has no more toncern with the flesh, not even in his relationship to the’ Erglisrwo N
(Vfveky This could be the truth or it could bé wishful thinking on the part of the Ma's
who have discovered their ideal father iH Bhagwan.

aut thergutu-is neither a sex maniac nor is the achram a "sex cloister“. The 7
ﬁgﬁf*ﬁikea give the imprefision more of a permanent pajama party for late-teenadets™
WHEFETVety 1ittle happens béyond necking. According to Bhagwan's teachings, sesuality
{s only the beginnina, thé very lowest form of cosmic energy. This lowest form 18 the
lighe*t that unenlightened person tan teach, but such a person cannot understand that luc:
chrly gives a hint of the continuous hiyh that is promised by following Bhagwan's wavy.

"Become one with yout body and your desire," Bhagwan says, "But go through your
deziteé as through your body.

A serious sunnyasin sttives for the condition where his true self is in di:e::
corrunitation with the cosmic consciousness wihtout the complications of the lowe: ¢
of the body and the nehded partner.  Long torm members have left sexuality bthind th
Geotac beetor, who is 19, says, "the meditation becomen decper and nex just ctopel. 1
as Hoyou hdve nooappetite tov caviar anymore. Caviar gust cimply docsn't innerest o
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~ anymore."” There {s & hierarchy among the membership. The chousen ones live celibate, how-
ever the people may still indulge in sex. In fact, the people should indulge in sex, For
an unenlightened person, sex 'is still the main PR item of the ashram. Sex with a differe:
hame under a foreign sky on hard Indian beds; sex between those without egos, between thoss
who catry energy, who let their energy flow without problems between one another, between
pecple who are born again and then rehmain childten for ever.

“fhelr goal without a goal ifi sex as in everything elve ic to have complete emptiness
in both mind and heart, an emptihess that is Filled only with one thxng thh Bhagwan Shre¢:
Eﬁ 3ﬁﬂosh ""the Sun behind the Sun - the Moon behind the Moon."

ENh,QF FIRST ARTICLE



