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Booming high tech boosts OreQon's economy 
By Phil Adamllk 

Spedal to The Eumlaer 

P
ORTLAND, Ore. - Ten 
year~ ago, It - the log 
ttucklthat made rush hour 
on Sull!t't Highway a cardi
ac hazard for Type A per

IIOnalltles from the suburbs. 
Thlsyear,lt'acement trucks bound 

for the science parka and office cam
pusel undu 1!101\SttUctlon along the 
Sunset Corridor whDe overhelld hell
coplerl ferry venture capitalists to stU! 
more undi!Yeloped fUbert orchards 
and wheat lal'lll!l. 

Oregon Ill on a high-tech roll With 
the state's lumber lndust.ry on ltll 
knees and unmHied logs being 
shipped off to Japan to help ease the 
foreign exchange lmbalalice, eJectron. 
1cs and computer makt!\'B have be
come the largest employers In four 
.counties. Since May, more than M 
million In Aew Investment has bllell 
announced. It'll exped.ed to create 
6,000 new Jobs In three years. 

The fact Ill, only Callfomla and 
Massachusetll have more computu 

ElectrOnic ..... 
$91.7 million 

uno 
1975 
1980 $1.3billion 

1981 $1.39 billion 
1982. $1.4 billiOn 43.-400 s=-..J:r Dopoott- oi£CCIIIOIItiCI 

and electronic firma per capita than . . . • • . "-' 
Oregon, aceordln« to the Amel'lc'AIA Jlllte'J mltM. .. ~ lndllllry 
Electronics A."'IIICCation. and tome Infant blocbemlcal firma In 

As o1 February; the AEA repoirtecJ· addition to the llllem typ!is.l ~· 
338 electronics cornpanle8 In Ofecon; ~useta boasta fm. or one-for every 
which based on llliiO U.S. Cetllul fig- ~ relldenta. . . , .· . . . 
urea works out to one per 7,700 real- . Repeal of the unll.lrylalt ge!IIIOI'IIe• 
dents compared to California 'I 4,CXI4 of !the credlllt bropght In highly W:l-' 
companies or one per U48 rsldenta. bill! Japanese and German lnvelllmenl i 
rtbe Oregon Department of EconomiC Oregon abandoned the mumretent· 
Jleovelopment lhows863 high-tech em- ed' tax on foreign earnings In July.' 
ployers. but thlt group Includes the Lalwmaltm switched to the federal 


