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:> ~when the summer wiBd 
: ·- .: whistles up the moalll (I{ 

' : --- tbe Desdmtes Kiva: <a-
. · ~ : ~yon this summer, it will wbi:sper tbe 

· · - name ofVictor GeorgeAtijeh. 
• · ~ The former governor will be on 
· - hand at Heritage Landing at the 
· : ~ river's mouth at 4 p.m. Thursday fOr 

.· . : an appro~~ albeit~ 
. -: • ~ lie, ceremony in which the .lower 18 

.· · : ~ :miles of Oregon's qneen of water
.: : : - ways will be officially named tbe 
, · ~-~Victor G. Atiyeh Deschutes River 
~ ~ !- ; RecreationArea. 
> ~ ~ It was during Atlyeh's term as 

. - ~ r ~ governor that the Iiverbanks of the 
~- .. :-: lower Deschutes were purchased 
·-: "': from-private landowners and turned 

· ·.: ~"' overto thepubliefor posterity. 
. ~ :- - And. at his own ins:istence. most 
~~-:people were unaware at tbe time-of 

· - ::: • the vital role Aiiyeb p)ayed in c:rea
::: ingtherealityoftbe'}ftll'ebaSe. . : 

. · ·. - Never .an environmeutal adi:vist 
-: >: with the iiHeosity of anotber: of bis 

: : • ang1irig predecessors, the 1ate Gov. 
· ~ - Tom McCall, Atiyeh nevertheless : -:was ~etly instrumental in twisting 
: ::- ' the arms of several of the big-ticket 
- ~: spenders who funned the firumcial 

-~=-!~~~~-asa 
tackling the heady and incredibly 
ambitiOus Deschutes drives in the 
mid-1980s. 

"lt ·wasn't sn much how .many 
~ callS; the governor (Atiyeb) made filr' 
- · us but rather who he called, .. Kelly 

: ·~ said. "He gave the wlwle tbiDg a 
~ ' heall of steam and some leadership 

when we needed it" · 
· Atiyeh now-serves on the fOUJlda.: 

-tion's board of directoi'S. 
Naming parks and state 1ands 

after governors is not a new CI8Jtl!llf 
. There is a Gov. Isaac .PatiersoD Stale 
Park south of Waldport, the Boll 
Straub State Park at Pacific City: 
(formerly Nestucca Spit) .-1 t11e 
Oswald West Slate Park sihe CilliEt 

· south of Cannon Beach, to DaDE a 
few. 

Gov. McCall's name is iDIBHII'ti-
- lized with the Tom M&:£a1l ater
front Park m downtown .Per tlad 
along the Wil1amette ~- ~ 
McCall is gener'a11y credited ! 
leading efforts to dean up. 

A bittersweet memory I'R!\-er pub
licly told during the Desclmtes pur
chase is McCall's plea with the Heti
tage Foundation to involve him, too, I 
in that project • 

Knnwinu th::tt his BP.ath was 
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Mr. Walter McGovern 
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