
Spilyay Tymoo May19, 2010 

Gaming expansion still in waiting mode 
Duran Bobb 
Spi!Jay Tymoo 

The Cascade Locks casino 
project is one of nearly two 
dozen pending tribal gaming 
applications involving fee-to­
trust land transfers that are be­
ing temporarily delayed by the 
Interior Department, while the 
department seeks to resolve po­
litical concerns arising from Cali­
fornia-specific gaming issues. 

The delay is in effect a com­
plete moratorium on the pro­
cessing of all gaming projects 
involving taking land into trust, 
including projects for land settle­
ments, newly recognized tribes, 
restored tribes, and tribes seek­
ing projects away from their es­
tablished reservations. 

Interior personnel are work­
ing to resolve the matter, and 
hope the moratorium will abate 
in the next few months. 

The Interior Department 
denies there is any moratorium, 
informal or otherwise, but its 

delay in processing extends even 
to routine environmental review 
documents for gaming projets 
required by the National Envi­
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

The Cascade Locks casino 
project is being held up while its 
Final Environmental Impact 
Statement awaits publication in 
the Federal Register by the In­
terior Department. 

In the first part of Novem­
ber last year, tribal officials be­
gan to notice that the publica­
tion of the EIS in the Federal 
Register was taking longer than 
usual. 

"There is no set time that 
they have," tribal attorney Howie 
Arnett said, "but this is a pro­
cess that usually takes six weeks 
or so .... This is taking longer 
than it should." 

Once published irt the Fed­
eral Register, there will be a 30-
day period during which the 
public will be allowed to com­
ment. At the end of that period, 
the BIA will produ,ce a record 

Interior officials scry 
thry want to develop an 
overall poliry on Indian 
gaming before approv­
ing mrythingfor publi- · 
cation in the Federal 

Register ... 

of decision, which would ad­
dress any substantive comments 
on the FEIS. The environmen­
tal revierw would then be com­
plete, and the Interior Depart­
ment could then move on to 
the final decision whether to 
approve the project.. 

"This is just the EIS," Arnett 
said. "It is not a final decision. 
It doesn't even say what the fi­
nal decision should be, it just 
says, 'Here are all of the envi­
ronmental effects of this 
project, and here's what the 
tribes will do to mitigate any that 
are adverse.' But we and the 
other tribes in our same situa-

tion haven't been able to budge 
[the secretary's office].'' 

Sen. Diane Feinstein (D-Ca­
lif.) is the chair of the Interior 
Appropriations Subcommittee, 
which annually funds the entire 
Department of the Interior. She 
pas expressed her opposition, in 
letters to Secretary Salazaar, to 
·certain tribal gaming projects in 
California. 

Officials from Warm Springs 
met with Feinstein's staff and 
were informed that Feinstein isn't 
concerned with the Cascade 
Locks casino. However, she is 

. concerned about Indian gaming 
projects in the San Francisco Bay 
Area proposed by the Guidiville 
and Scotts Valley Bands of 
Porno. 

The Interior Department's 
budget goes through Feinstein's 
committee. 

The Secretary of the 
Interior's office will not admit 
that there is a de facto morato­
rium. Instead, they say they want 
to develop an overall policy on 

Indian gaming before approv­
ing anything for publication in 
the Federal Register. 

Thorough study 
But most of the work is 

done. 
"The EIS is done," Arnett 

said, "and once it's published 
in the Federal Register, then 
that clears the way for the de­
partment to make the final 
decision. There is no reason 
to just say we quit at this 
point. We're just innocent by­
standers in Senator Feinstein's 
concerns about certain Cali­
fornia projects.'' 

Incorporated into the fi­
nal EIS are environmental 
effects on alternative sites. 
Those include Warm 
Springs, along Highway 2~, 
and tribal trust land near 
Hood River. At the tribes' 
expense, the BIA conducted 
studies on traffic, air qual­
ity and water. 

See CASINO on page 6 



Casino: would . be seventh off-reservation 
(Continued from page 1) tion, originally established in 

The EIS is a federal process. ·· 1855, was terminated in 1954. 
"The Interior Department is The tribe was partially reinstated 
required by the NEPA statute to jn 1983: ' . 
go through this process," Arnett . IJ;J. a-letter to Zane Jackson 
said. (then chairman of the Warm . 

"The tribes are · r~quired to Springs Tribal Coun<:;il), the 
pay for thisprocess~ so the o~y G~;an.d Ronde chairman Mark 
fair thing is for Interior to fin- Mercier thanked Delbert Frank 
ish the process as soon as pos- ~nd Mike Clements for their 
sible." help in restoring their reserva­

Off-reservation issue 
Contrary to what many be­

lieve, the Cascade Locks Casino 
would not be Oregon's first off­
reservation casino. 

The Grand Ronde rese.rv.a-

tion; 'rliat letter: aat:ea August 
19; 1987, also stated, ''We will 

· keep you posted on our progress 
with hope that our dream will 
soon become a reality." 
· Spirit Mountain, Three Riv- . 

ers, The Old Mill Casino and 

Lincoln City all required Con­
gressiol}al acts or federal laws to 
acquire the specific new land 
parcels for their casinos. 

According to Cascade Locks' 
website, Warm Springs' Bridge 
of the Gods would be the sev­
enth. "off-reservation" resor.t 
and casino in Oregon. 

'~other site ·that was con­
sidered before the Gorge casino 
referendum· was the ttustland 
in Madras," Arnett said, "but 
that was voted down . by the 
membership." 
.. (Mark Phillips, the tribes' Wash­

ington, D. C. representative, assisted with 
this article.) 


