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F. Y.l. 
FOR YOUR iNFORMATION 
lr 0UNE 19&o 

fram 
Oregon Governor's office 

Communications 

You are aware of the immense havoc crea·ted by the i-iay 18 
erup·i:ion of I1Ioun·t St. Helens. Enormous qua:rrti-ties of silt. 
and debris were carried down ·the Toutle and Cmvli tz rivers 
on that and succeeding· days, causing a substantial blockage 
of ·the Columbia River near Longview I Washington . The Pori: 
of Por-tland, Oregon, is suffering serious economic dis ·i:ress 
by reason of ·this block ag·e .:md consequen·t reduction of 
shipping. 

TvlO subsequen·i: eruptions of 'che mountain have discharged 
grea·t quan·tities of volcanic ash, much of 1r1hich has dri:C·ted 
into northwestern Oreg·on. Presence of ·this dust in the 
a·tmosphere v;he:n falling, anO. when s·tirred by raot:.or vehicles 
and orO.inary 1r1ind, reduces visibili-ty and impedes the flow 
of Jcraffic for commercial, as well as private, purposes. 
Damage to mo·tor vehicle engines and other syst:eElS has been 
noted , resulting from this abrasive substance. 

A dis >cinct possibility exists ·tha'c reservoirs of corrununi ty 
wa·ter sys·tems may be affected adversely by continued ash falls. 
Ash in s ·treets, washed into s ·torm drains, adversely affects 
seHage treatmen·t facilities. Some manufac·turing concerns re
quiring a dust-free environment have found it necessary to 
suspend operations pending installation of more effec·tive air 
filters. 

Taking these even·ts in·to consideration, as Governor of Oregon 
I regues ·t tha·t you o.eclare 'che s·tate of Oreg on to b e a fecl.e r al 
disa~ -~~r area wit.hi1: ·the mean~ng· of various. f<: c~era.l la1.·1S which 
p r oVl Gf? e rplergency d1saste r anc.. recovery ass l s ·canc::e . 
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