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FORMER BRIDGE- Tourlsts..stare ·at the devastation on Washington 504 
just east of Toutle, where Toutle River mudflow destroyed the Harry Morgan 

I 8t11f photo by RANDY WOOD 

Bridge on May 18 following explosive eruption of Mount St. Helens. Tourists 
from as far away as Alclstrla and Russia have come to see the destruction. 

Volcanic devastation draws crowds of tourists 
By SUSAN HOBART 
of The Oregonlln 1t1H 

TOUTLE, Wash. - The tourists 
have come from as far away as Austria 
and Russia, descending by the hundreds 
on this small community nestled at the 
north base of Mount St. Helens, hoping 
for a glimpse of the awesome destruc
tive powers of natul;'e. 

They are not disappointed. 
. There's no need for· a roadblock on 
Washington 504, the old Spirit Lake 
Highway. The road siinply ends about a 

south, the devastation is worse. The 
Toutle River's south and north forks 
met just south· of the bridge. But mud
flows from both channels merged fur
ther upstream Into one huge destructive 
wave that de,stroyed eveJ"Ythjng in its 
path, lnoludlng the bridge. 

"lt's unbelievable. You have to see It 
to believe," said Frank Murphy visiting 
the area this week with his wife, Ruth, 
from Maryland. . 

"I used to fish for steelhead right up 
here," said Bob ~tuber, from Kelso, 

The Items for sale may seem giro· 
micky~ but the cause of it all - Mount 
St. Helens - has attracted vlsJtors from 
Illinois, New Zealand, Florida, Austria, 
Australia and Russia, according to 
names In a guest book at · a Toutle 
souvenir stand. 

_ Cowlitz County sheriffs deputies ~e 
hoping the view of the washed-out Qar· 
ry Morgan Bridge, which is outside. the 
restricted "red zone" area, wlll satisfY 
the hordes of camera-carrying toUJ1sts 
and will serve as a reminder that What 
•• - --- .... _. __ •• • . •• - - .. 1 a '""',,11'1 L __ _ 

persons still missing since the cataclys
mic May 18 volcanic explosion had Ig
nored roadblocks In their .zeal to get a 
closer look at the active volcano. 

Because many of the roads behind 
the barriers are blocked by debris, the 
only way to travel is on private proper
ty; Clancy said some· area residents, 
who decided to clean up the mess 
enough to. live In their homes at least 
temporarily, routlnely face someone 
with a camera trying to take pictures of 
their house through the windows. 
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AFL-CIO supports 
Atiyeh recall move 
on prison pay issue 
By STAN FEDEftMAN 
or nae.ongoni.n ltd · 

The Oregon AFL-CIO went on rec
ord Wednesday In support of a move by 
public employees' unions to seek the 
recall of Gov. Vic Atlyeh because of his 
refusal to implement an arbitration 
award to prison employees. 

It was the first time in the state 
federation's 24-year history that it had 
backed a recall movement against an 
Oregon governor. 

The recall Issue was embodied In 
one· of sever!ll key resolutions adopted 
at the final, ali-day session of the Port
land convention of the AFL·CIO's Com-
mittee on Political Edu~tlon. , 

An at.tempt by some delegates to 
rescind the recall resolution shortly be
fore the convention adjourned failed on 
a reconslder!ltion motion -:- despite a 
plea by AFL-CIO President Bob Ken
nedy. 

Kennedy told delegates that he had 
talked w:Ith Atlyeh on the telephone 
after the morning vote for recall and 
said, "The governor is very unhappy 
with our decision." 

The federation president said there 
were two sides to every story, and that 
Atlyeh had not had a chance to tell his 
side to the convention. · 

But Kennedy's plea was overshad
owed by a fiery tioor speech by Roger 
Yockey, executive dJrector of Oregon 
Publlc Employees CounCil 75, the par
ent group for a number of loclils of the 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees. 

Some 200 non-security prison em
ployees who are American Federation 
members have . been on strike at the 
Oregon State Penitentiary and the Ore
gon Women's Correctional Center since 
June 16. 

Yockey reminded the convention 
that the prison workers, along with 235 
pris~.n guards who are forbidden by law 

to strike, had won a wage settlement In 
binding arbitration that Atlyeh's ad
ministration so far has refused to ac
cept. 

·"Our recall movement isn't just over 
this current strike Issue," Yockey said. 
"It is based on labor's arbitration rights 
and the labor record of this governor." 

He pointed out that his union was 
trying to organize some 37,000 non
union state employees, and "we have to 
show them the AFL-CIO stands behind 
Its actions." · · 

He urged delegates not to be In
fluenced by any telephone call. 

"Are you going to be swayed by 
political blackmail or the pJ!Inctples of 
this labor mo.vement?'' he shouted to 
the delegates, many of whom cheered 
at the conclusion of his speech, 

Harry Hall, a spokesman for Steel
workers Locar 3010, said labor and 
management were governed by arbitra
tion rules, "and when a· governor turns 
his back on arbitration, then steelwork
ers aren't afraid· to be counted, either." 

Some delegates who favored re
scinding 'the recall resolution empha• 
sized that they didn't agree with 
Atlyeh's stance but said the recall 
movement had little hope of success and 
the A~·CIO was merely "spinning its 
wheels." · · _ 

The ntotion for reconsidering the 
earlier vote failed, however, by a 
126-98 count. At least 75 delegates ab
stained. 

Later, a veteran union leader said 
the recall action was a "clear message" 
to Atlyeh that organized labor was "ex" 
tremely unhappy with his treatment of 
us." The governor has clashed frequent
ly with major AFL-CIO leaders in re
cent months on some of his appoint
ments to such agencies as the state Em
ployment Relations Board and Workers' 
Compensation Board. · · · 

Additional details on Page 88. 
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