
1 - Nusho NuGho -~< l 
CIVIL '-",'JUt. 

',;, 1V'J in action - Ref: USS Honitor 

U. S. s. i~usho -l.(· Off N2 shville. December lOth, 1864 

Dc<J.T h'iotHer: 

I h!1vc y;ritten you once or twice since rccoi v::i.np; a lcttc•r from you, 

but as th0 Cumberland River is blockaded by Rebel battries I cc.umot : 

expect to hear from you for some time • 

. '.ihen I 1 11st wrote vve ·:rere in the Mississipoi n~ar Vicksburg , but 

a fe ·-;· minutes aft er rrailin~ i t l!fe r ecci ved sai ling or der s fo r the 

Cumberlrmd River fleet . r.nen ;m arrived et N3 shville , we found Hooc1' s 

.?.rmy dr a'Nn in front of our linr;s thrcntening the city. I took the fin;t 

opportunity visiting the front from Ft . N;>gle, h;-]d a finA vie..v of both 

::1rrnies; small detachw~nts of which c'.:ero to be serm skrimisf',i np; bct·::.:-•"n 

the linos . Shot 3nd shell were also t!r o•.crn into. our lines from their 

battries . Some of them fallinr; in proximity t o my worthy self_. , rcmin::ed 

me 1 had urgent busine9.s abo3rd the . Nusho, therefore I ,beat a hasty retrct . 

A fe·N days si.1.ce several transports were captured some distance bclo·.v the 

city anc~ our vrhole fleet consistine; of eight tin- cJ ads and our vcs ..::;. ·1 '':';:·,, 

serrt do·Hn to o-oen the river. Our bo ,.,t took the arlvance c:nd hpd orocccced 

but a fcvr rniles 1"Then six rebel battries oocmed uoon us , they being st::.tionccl 

on the hills on each side of the river. "/e rounded ~o 8s soon as pos ;;i1)l•~ 

Rnd. starte0. uo river to stop thf' tin cl.o>rls , ·yhich the ,'\.(imiral s~id couJ d 

not live five minuets if exposed to such a deadly fire . ·.'!e "<ere in ..,_ct:ID n 

suffic.Lently lonr, for them to der.10lish our quA.rtcrs on deck and destroy th" 

clothing of man,y of the office;rs . I , more fortunate thq n the rest, h ;-:.d only 

one pnir of pants spoiled nlthouc;h four shells pnssed through 11\V rom: .• 
I ,, 



2 ~;- Nushon 

noth1·11
•• could be seen but 
I 

h eavy iron, .qnrl ret.nrne~ n~-Jin t~> fiF;ht thn, batteriAs. We shelled 

th em thr~e hours ·:.rith ouj::" eleven inch guns . Ghen it bP.come dark we 

returnP-d to N.,shvil.le . Over fifty shots struck our bo:1t hut with the 

exceptioh of destroying our summer qu ."lrters , p.:l.unccd h;,rm.1 essl.y from our 

' 1 C.eCKS . 

~ II 

The nress, 3 local Journnl , p;.sve un r1Ccount of the engop;ement, st::.ttinr~ 

thut the !.-!oni t.or· had her turret blown off, ::1nci w ~s rendered unfit for 

service. If you see this conied in the Cincinnnti D<lpers, you mny knovr 

thnt it is false, for on.-~ hun6rcd b.sttcries would be nowcrless to afl'~ct 

us. Tomorro'N i•re ,1re going c:o m to blow their b"ttrics from the river b :mlcs 

unless Hood m3kcs o gonCJrDl 3 tt:1ck, which is h,,rdly to br: oxp~Cvl"!d. 

Since our qu 8 rtcrs ~'I"P.reshot r>.'''."l.Y ;•re hnv~ b r'en roominr; in 0. tr:m.:. nort 

-.·ihich the C;>nt<dn nressf!d into service . Since the fir,ht l nm b0tter nlc :->se d 

than eveJr. with ·the Nusho, for a tin cl 3 d 'll[ould have literally been b1o·m 

from the river. 

Direct :1S before. 
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